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THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH ASHERI 


Asher ben Yehiel was born in Germany c. 1250, but mi- 
grated to Spain, where he died in 1327 or 1328. Judah, 
the author of this Testament, succeeded his father Asher 
ben Yehiel as Rabbi of Toledo, dying in 1349. Towards 
the end of his life he would seem to have recovered some 
of his financial property. A good account of Judah’s 
life may be read in J. E., vii, 340. 


The text here printed is taken direct from the MS. 
(British Museum) from which S. Schechter published 
an edition in 1885. Some extracts have since been printed 
by L. Margoliouth in the third volume of his British Museum 
Catalogue, and some passages also appear in A. Neubauer’s 
Mediaeval Jewish Chronicles, i, 103. The latter is collated 
in the notes as N. (S. reters to S. Schechter’s readings and 
suggestions). One important change will be noted in the 
present edition. The reading 1285 adopted by Schechter 
for Judah’s migration to Toledo must be emended to 1305 
(the MS. clearly reads n"0 and not 7”9). Thus the re- 
ceived date 1305 is confirmed. It is not quite clear 
whether Judah implies that any long interval divided his 
two visits to Toledo. It seems scarcely possible that he 
was sent as an emissary at the early age of thirteen (See the 
passage p. 166 and n. 11, to the English translation be- 
low). All that is certain is that he went to Toledo in 
advance of his father and subsequently settled with him 
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164 ETHICAL WILLS 


Apart from its ethical aspects, Judah’s will has great 
historical value. The author’s naive delight in legendary 
lore, is characteristic of hisage. But on the other hand his 
more famous brother Jacob (author of the Turim) very 
pointedly disparages a belief in omens or dreams. More 
interesting is Judah’s insistence on the ordinance of the 
Tithe (on which see Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, ch. xvii). 
More important still is the account of the personal re- 
lations between Rabbi and congregation. Judah writes 
at the transition period, when the Rabbi was passing 
out of the category of voluntary to salaried official. Judah 
throws a geniallight onthenewconditions. Unfortunately 
we do not know exactly what coin the author describes 
as the zehub, but the payments to him seem considerable 
on any estimate of thecoin’s value. Finally, Judah’s re- 
marks on family intermarriages have considerable im- 
portance for the social life of the Jews in the fourteenth 
century. 


A Saint once indited a Testament in admoni- 
tion of his sons, bidding them keep the way of 
God his Master. He thus exhorted them not be- 
cause they were worse than their contemporaries, 
but because he desired to direct them into the 
paths of the ancients. They are called friends 
[of God] when they imitate the deeds of their 
fathers'. With this example in view, I said: 
‘‘Better is open rebuke than love that is hidden.’”? 
Such rebuke entwines itself in the hearts of the 
hearers, and to the utterers it is pleasant, for 
they know that their words will be guarded as 
the apple of the eye. So it is said: ‘He that 

1 Sanh. 27b; Abot vi, beginning. 
2 Prov. 27.5. 
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165 ETHICAL WILLS 


rebuketh a man shall in the end find more favor 
than he that flattereth with the tongue.’ So 
I will open with a voice of thanksgiving, I, Judah, 
to the Rock whose works are awe-inspiring, to 
whom appertain glory and greatness transcend- 
ing man’s capacity to express them; who, ere 
ever I was born, remembered me for good. My 
mother dreamed how she was told that she would 
bear a son, and was asked whether she wished 
him to be wise or wealthy? She chose wisdom. 
And though in reality dreams speak vain things, 
for I learned not wisdom, yet in a certain de. 
ceptive sense the dream was fulfilled. The 
world imagines that I am a scholar, one who 
giveth goodly words! Wealth, too, the Lord, 
blessed be He, hath bestowed on me beyond the 
ordinary, in that He hath provided me with the 
measure of mine allotted bread.‘ I rejoice in 
my portion.® 

When I was an infant about three months old, 
my eyes were affected, and were never completely 
restored. A certain woman tried to cure me 
when I was about three years of age, but she 
added to my blindness, to the extent that I 
remained for a year confined to the house, being 
unable to see the road on which to walk. Thena 
Jewess, a skilled oculist, appeared on the scene; 
she treated me for about two months, and then 
died. Had she lived another month, I might 


3 Ibid. 28.23. 

4 I Kings 3.5 ff.; Gen. 49.21; Prov. 30.8. 

6 “Who is rich? He who rejoices in his portion” 
(Abot, 4.3). 
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have received my sight fully. As it was, but 
for the two months’ attention from her, I might 
never have been able to see at all. Blessed be 
the Lord, who exercised marvelous loving-kind- 
ness towards me, and opened for me a lattice 
through which I might behold, with my own 
eye, the work of His hands. 

Thenceforward I studied the tractates which 
my lord, my father,*® taught in the College, as far 
as my capacity went, and without intricate 
discussion.? When I was about thirteen® he took 
me from the land of persecution, and ‘“‘hurled me 
up and down with a man’s throw.’’? I left the 
German method of study without entering on 
that of France.'?° For exile confuses the in- 
tellect, and I was able neither to write nor speak 
their language, nor understand their books. 
Moreover, I could not pore over my books day 
and night because of my weak eyesight. For 
this reason I could not write books nor compile 
treatises. 

When I was twenty-eight"? my lord, my father, 
of blessed memory, sent me to the city of Toledo, 


6 This form of reference to Rabbi Asher b. Yehiel (the 
Rosh) was usual with his sons: it is very frequent in the 
Turim of Judah’s brother, Jacob. 

7 Lit. without difficulty and answer. 

8 S. suggests the reading ‘‘thirteen’’: the MS. has ‘v. 

thisaih 22,071 : 

™© On the method of studying in the thirteenth century 
see I. H. Weiss, Dor dor vedoreshav, vol. v, ch. 1 (1891)—, 
a chapter which first appeared in English (J. Q. R., 1889, 
pp. 289-313). Perhaps in what follows the author does 
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* So S corrects MS. which has '» ? MS. nbubub. 
Cf. Introduction p. 163. 
3 So MS. S suggests correction to nd. 


not refer to his ignorance of the French language but of 
the methods of French scholarship. 

11 S suggests the reading 35. The incident is not 
clear. It possibly refers to the arrival of Asher, who was 
not allowed to leave Toledo to bring his family, a duty 
imposed on Judah, who was attacked on this journey. 
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to seek out a place there, and soI did. The Toledo 
community sent for him, insisted on securing him 
for their city, and they sent their delegates after 
I was gone. On my journey back, I was way- 
laid by bandits who sought my life. But all 
their purpose was frustrated. My father’s God 
was with me, and His angels encamped round 
about me, so that I reached my father’s house 
in peace. Twenty-three years later my father 
died. Though there were in the city men greater 
and wiser than I, the Lord, be His name blessed, 
inclined unto me grace and favor in the eyes of 
the inhabitants and they installed me in my 
father’s seat. But I had no experience fitting me 
for such an honor, my scholarship was not enough 
for such an office. I was a foreigner of no ac- 
count, with altogether insignificant attainments. 
I could find no quality in me.* I sat one day 
pondering in silence, my heart within me ap- 
palled.*3 In my hand was the book of Hagio- 
grapha, and I said: How will my lot ascend?" 
I will account it as a sign. I opened and there 
came up in my hand this verse:'5 ‘‘And Nathan 
said. unto David, Do all that is in thine heart, 
for God is with thee.’”’ When this text providen- 
tially presented itself, I rejoiced, and said, 
Though one may not seek an omen, one may 


Then the Toledo community sent a party to escort 
Judah back. Or, Judah returned home to report his suc- 
cess, and the Toledan delegates were sent later. What 
is clear is that once Asher came to Toledo he was never 
allowed to go away. 
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4 The MS.repeats p’p. 5 MS. ioor & MS. oniner. 


11 Hosea 12.9, where pX means ‘‘strength’’ or “wealth’’. 
See Rashi on the text. 3 Ps, 143.4. 

™% For phrases cf. Oxford Gesenius, s. v. 971. 

%* [| Chron. 17.2. 
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read a sign.’® By the gracious gift of the Merci- 
ful, the Faithful God, I have honorably fulfilled 
all my duties, and thus far the Lord hath helped 
me. 

Likewise my desire for children was not due 
to my love for them nor expectation of pride in 
them; my desire was to obey the divine precept, 
and to raise up offspring to fill my father’s place 
in study and righteousness. For this I often 
prayed at the graves of the perfect and upright. 
God in His mercy gave me five sons, and I con- 
sidered myself through them as a live man’? 
among my people and brethren. But for my 
sins there was taken the one, ‘“‘the middle bar’’,"® 
on which I thought my house founded; for there 
passed a smoking furnace and a flaming torch 
between my pieces??. But my courage revived 
and I call heaven and earth to witness that I 
deserve this and double from God, for I know 
that His judgments are right. Faithfully He 
afflicted me, He chastened me sore, but gave me 
not over unto death.?° I found consolation in the 
knowledge that my son was not punished by 
heaven for any sin of his, for he spent his days, 
which were few, in the eternal Law. And when 
the turn of my time comes, I shall go and shall 
see him, in Beth-el (the house of God) I shall 
meet him.??_ I rely on the mercy of God that a 
substitute will be bestowed on me, and my 


% Cf. Hullin 95b. 

17 Cf, Nedarim 64b. See below p. 193 note 125. Possibly 
in the variant of ’n and bn the author designed a play on 
the name of his father Yehiel. 
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18 Exod. 26.28. The author refers to the death of 
his third son, the middle of the five. 

9 Cf.Gen. 15.17. The last phrase is obscure. 

90 P's.5118.18; 

21 Hosea 12.5. By Beth-el the author means Heaven. 
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heart’s gladness renewed. Then shall both he 
and his substitute be holy!?? 

Now because of the weakness of my eyesight, 
my father and mother left me to do whatever 
was right in my own eyes; they never punished 
or rebuked me. Wherefore I have never been 
wont to chide others, for they taught me not 
how; even my own sons I knew not how to re- 
prove. If they reprove not themselves, they 
will receive no reproof from me. Nor have I 
the face to admonish them by word of mouth, lest 
I put them to the blush, even though evil unto 
me was the evil of their ways. No joy of mine 
on earth equals my happiness at their well-doing, 
no pain or distress can compare with my grief 
at their misconduct. I have hated life, when I 
have seen that they went not in the paths of the 
fathers, in their sitting-down, rising up and walk- 
ing on the way.?3 

But now my heart has impelled me to write 
for them this Letter of Admonition, conveying 
a discipline. I command them to read it care- 
fully once a month, that the Lord may renew a 
clean heart and a steadfast spirit within them”. 
Perhaps they will mend and listen to my voice, 
so that I may speedily bring salvation unto 
them.> Now stand ye still that I may plead 
with you.” Why walk ye not in your fathers’ 
way, nor hold the fear of God ever before your 
-eyes? In His Law ye meditate not continually 
day and night, nor do ye go morning and even- 
ing to your houses of prayer. All your study is 

22 Lev. 27.10. 23 Eccles. 2.17; Deut. 6.7. 
4'Ps. 51,12, 75 Ibid. 55.9. 26 [ Sam. 12.7. 
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below the standard,?”? and when the law is dis- 
cussed ye are as the dumb, and open not your 
lips. You associate with those who are unfit to 
be your companions, for it is unseemly that their 
ways should be yours. Again, ye honor not your 
mother and your father, your conduct is disre- 
spectful in their presence. Know ye not that 
unto the honor of God is likened the honor of 
parents??® For three are partners in a man (God 
and his parents)?%._ What have I left undone for 
you that a father could do for his children? 
Regularly were your meals provided, and all 
your wants. You own many books, and my 
every thought was directed to you, to equip you 
and to leave behind me a blessing?° for you. 
And if the Law was given to those who ate the 
manna," surely ye are in similar case. Or if it 
were a question of marriage, ye are assuredly wed 
to wives of your own family, who make no ex- 
travagant demands on you, but on the contrary 
seek to encourage you in your study. What 
then will you do on the day of visitation, when 
you give account of all your conduct? And 
what will ye answer when reproved before Him 
who trieth your reins, on the day wherein He 
arraigneth you for all your works?3?) Nay, my 

27 Or merely for appearance’ sake. 

28 Mekilta on Exod. 20.12 (p. 70a). 

29 Kiddushin 30b. 3° Bequest, provision. 

3 To those whose minds were free from worldly cares, 
Mekilta on Exod. 16.4 (p. 47b). 

32 Habakkuk 2.1; Ps. 7.10; Prov. 29.4. In several 
phrases the author has the kturgy (especially for the 
New Year) in mind. 
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7 MS. oom>-pn. 
& So MS. S suggests deletion. 
9 MS.5>5n. 10 MS. m5. 
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children, act for the glory of God and the honor 
of your progenitors. Improve your ways and 
your doings, and listen unto Judah your father. 
Make the Torah your main object, remember 
_your Creator in the days of your youth,33 while 
ye are still in vigor, and take upon you the yoke 
of the Torah. Let not the Law depart from your 
mouth, act always with the motive to please 
God. And the good name which your fathers 
bequeathed, uphold it and leave it to your child- 
ren as a heritage. 

Now, therefore, ye children, hearken unto me, 
for happy are they that keep my ways.*4 Come, 
listen unto me, I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord.35 Look unto the rock whence ye were 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit,whence ye were 
digged.36 Why, forsooth, were ye brought into 
this world? Not to eat and drink and wear 
fine linen and embroideries, but for the service of 
the God who hangeth the earth over nothing.37 
And since His wisdom has ordained that the 
body cannot be sustained without food and rai- 
ment, He permitted man to eat, drink and clothe 
himself for the sustenance of the body, that body 
and soul might be associated to perform God’s 
behests so long as their association continues. 
Food to a man is like oil to a lamp; if it have much 
it shines, if little it is quenched. Yet sooner is 
the lamp extinguished by redundancy than de- 
iiciency of oil. Therefore be diligently on your 


33 Eccles. 12.1. 34 Prov. 8.32. 
35.Ps, 34,12. 36 Tsa. 40.1. 
37 Job 26.7. 
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guard against over-feeding.38 More heinous than 
homicide is suicide.39 Gross eating is as danger- 
ous to the body as a sword, besides that it bars 
one from occupation with the Law of God and 
the reverence due to Him. 

Ever let the fear of God be before you, and 
accustom yourselves to recite with devotion, 
that it depart not from your mouths, the text: I 
have set the Lord always before me; surely He is 
at my right hand, I shall not be moved.4° Keep 
your minds always alert on whatever may induce 
the fear of heaven; be not diverted by the jibes 
of others, nor by your own lusts.4". 

Make it your firm custom to study the Torah 
at fixed times, probe deeply into its contents, and 
endeavor to communicate daily a portion of the 
rabbinic law to others; for to accomplish this you 
will be compelled to make your own knowledge 
precise, moreover by the exposition orally it will 
be fixed in your memories. Always repeat, if pos- 
sible going back to the beginning of the tractate. 
Our sages of blessed memory have said (with re- 
gard to perfect service): ‘‘He who repeats his 
chapter a hundred times cannot be compared to 
him who repeats it a hundred and one times.’’” 


38 Or “‘heavy meals’’. 

39 On suicide see Gen. Rabbah on Genesis 9.5 (ch. 34, 
with Theodor’s notes, p. 324). There is an unidentified 
quotation from the Talmud Yerushalmi that the deliber- 
ate suicide has no portion in the world to come. 

4° Ps, 16.8. 

41 Cf, Jastrow, Dictionary, p. 278. The meaning 
here of the last clause may simply be: “nor by any other 
thing.”’ 42 Mal. 3.18; Hagigah 9b. 
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Read ye, therefore, every rule (halakah) 101 
times, and appoint hours for studying halakah 
from the codifiers#s every day, and also strive to 
read a tractate with Rashi’s commentary. In 
fine, you must consider yourselves as laborers 
hired by the day to do the work of God, as it is 
said in the Talmud: ‘‘We are day laborers.’’44 
Much more is this the case with you, for all that 
you possess comes from the congregation and the 
trust fund.45 This support is given to you for 
the purpose of your studies, so that ye are indeed 
daily hirelings. See to it that ye do your tasks 
faithfully, and faithful is your employer to pay 
your wage*®, nay your reward is already with 
you, for he has paid it in advance. 

Think not in your heart that the Torah is an 
inheritance from your fathers, and needs no per- 
sonal effort to win it. The matter is not so. If 
ye toil not therein, ye shall not acquire, and more 
than ordinary will be your punishment, in that 
ye forsake your family tradition. So we read 
in tractate Nedarim:47 Why do not learned 
fathers invariably beget learned children? R. 
Joseph answered: So that people shall not 
say, Your Torah is inherited from your fathers. 
R. Sheshet said: Because they call men ‘“‘asses’’. 
Rab said: To prevent them assuming an over- 


44 Famous among the Posekim were the author’s 
father and brother. 

44 ‘Erubin 65a. 

45 Cf. p. 181, below. 

46 Abot 2.14. 

47 fol. 81a. 
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15 MS. repeats oD> w” 16 The ordinary text of the 
Talmud reads }28 "90" > yD JIN. 
17 MS. ¥*°Dy. 


18 MS. repeats TD. 
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bearing attitude towards the congregation. Rab- 
_ ina said: Because they become careless with 
regard to the benediction before study.4* For 
your part, avoid all these things. 

Also appoint regular periods for studying the 
Bible with grammar and commentary. As in 
my childhood I did not so study it—for in Ger- 
many they had not the custom—lI have not been 
able to teach ithere. Read weekly the Pentateu- 
chal lesson with Rashi and other commentaries. 
Also make yourselves familiar with homilies and 
midrashim; this will make you more effective in 
public preaching, and to bring men back from in- 
iquity. Our Sages said: He who wishes to become 
saintly should fulfil the words of the Fathers.49 
So, I, after making my confession, accustomed 
myself to read a chapter of the tractate Abot 
every day. Do ye the same at table, before 
Grace after meals, read a chapter daily till you 
know the whole tractate by heart. This prac- 
tice will habituate and attract you to saintliness. 

Discourse of matters of Torah at your meals, 
then will ye be as those who eat at the table 
of the Omnipresent.s° Read regularly in the 
Duties of the Heart and in the Book of the Up- 
right,s* and the Epistle on Repentance of Rabbenu 
Jonah, and similar books. Set your hearts on 


48 The ordinary text of Ned. 81a presents variants 
tothe author’s readings. 

49 Baba Kamma 30a, in reference to the Mishnah Abot. 

5° Abot 3.4. st By Bahya and Zerahyah ha-Yevani, 
respectively (Cf. J. E., ii, 447, and xii, 661). 

5? On Jonah Gerondi, see J. E. v, 637. 
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19 So MS., prob. wi75a-). 

20 MS. i14019b. This spelling is common with infin- 
itives in later Heb. texts. 

21 MS. *mamim. 22 MS. 1x20. 
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that you read therein with devout intent to ap- 
ply the lesson in your life. When you read, do 
so audibly.53 And reason with yourselves a for- 
tiort after this manner: If you had to speak be- 
fore a king of flesh and blood, how carefully you 
would clear your hearts of all other thoughts. 
Your whole endeavor would be to word your 
speech acceptably, and you would think of nothing 
else. How much more should this be your method 
before the King of kings, blessed and sanctified 
be His Name! Pray with the congregation in 
the same place and in the same context.54 See 
that you are among the first.55 Discontinue your 
present habit of departing as soon as the lesson 
is over, thus failing to pray where the congrega- 
tion is collected. Never speak from the passage 
‘Blessed is He who spake’’ until you have ended 
the Eighteen Benedictions.*® Be silent, too, 
while the Hazzan repeats the last-named prayer. — 
For if there be not ten attentive to it, the re- 
petition is not according to law.57_ Be ye always 
among these ten, and make it your rule to join 
in prayer so as to enable the many to do their 
duty.5® Let the words be softly spoken, for thus 
is devotion aroused and prayer made acceptable. 

See to it diligently that ye be not among the 
four classes who behold not the divine presence 
(Shekinah): liars, scoffers, hypocrites, and 
slanderers.59 


53 Berakot 13a. 54 Orah Hayyim 90, 9, 10. 

55 Op. cit., 14. 56 Op, cit., 51,4. 57 Op. cit., 124,14. 
58 By helping to constitute the necessary quorum (ten). 
59 Sotah 42a. 
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(i) The class of liars: Let no falsehood or 
lying be found among you, but let truth and 
fidelity be a girdle round your loins.°° There 
was a man of our family by name Eliakim, who 
was employed in the house of his prince. And all 
his property his master entrusted to him, being 
wont to laud him to his people because he never 
told a lie, whether for advantage or not. And 
they tell of a certain rogue who left no sin undone 
and who entreated a certain Sage to teach him 
an easy road torepentance. He answered, ‘‘Keep 
thyself from lying.’”’ The man went out gleefully 
and in high spirits, conceiving that his counsellor 
had permitted him to walk in the stubbornness of 
his heart as of aforetime. He planned a theft 
according to his wont, but then bethought him- 
self: ‘If anyone inquires: whither goest thou? 
if I tell the truth I shall be caught, if I answer 
falsely I shall transgress the order of the Sage.”’ 
Thus it was with all offences, and he became 
a completely reformed character. 


(ii) The class of scoffers: ‘‘Now, therefore, be 
ye not scoffers, lest your bands be made strong 
and lest fire consume your spirit.’ From all 
levity and frivolity guard yourselves, for man is 
forbidden to fill his mouth with laughter in this 
world.” Furthermore, play no game for money, 
for that, too, is a form of robbery. 


ee Cialeay 11:5, 


61 Isa. 28.22. The author completes his quotation 
by a reminiscence of Isa. 33.11. 


62 Berakot 31a. 
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24 MS. 3y. 25 MS. sox. 26 MS. wipns 
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(iii) The class of hypocrites: Never flatter any 
man, nor show partiality to any in judgment. 

(iv) The class of slanderers: Avoid it to the 
utmost; for slander leads to many sins, and most 
men are liable to it. As our Rabbis of blessed 
memory said, many are prone to theft, and a 
few to incontinence, but all to slander, explain- 
ing this last clause of those who are guilty of 
some shade% of the offence. Further they said,% 
Let no man praise another [too much], for it 
may result in disclosing something to his dis- 
credit; and in all such matters I have not found 
anything better fora person than silence.” Ever, 
then, let a man bethink himself before he speak; 
uttering his words if they be profitable, sup- 
pressing them if they would profit nothing. 
Silent above all must he be if speech would 
actually harm. 

Avoid pride, for every one that is proud in 
heart is an abomination to the Lord.” Majesty, 
indeed, is the garment of God alone, and he that 
makes use of the crown shall perish.®® As a cer- 
tain Sage said: how can a man be proud, con- 
sidering the way in which he was conceived and 
born?®? But cleave to humility, that best of 
good qualities. For this virtue Moses our Mas- 
ter was praised, as it is said: Now the man Moses 
was very meek.’° Be very lowly in spirit, say 
our Rabbis.7! They said further that (the fear 


6s Baba Batra 165a. 

6 Lit., “‘dust”’. 

6 Arakin 16a. The passage exhorts men not to over 
praise lest others be provoked to contradict. 
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66 Abot 1.17. 

67 Prov. 16.5. 

Behera. 1 Aboot. 1,13. 

69 Bahya, Duties of the Heart, 6.5; cf. Choice of Pearls 
cho: 7 Num. 12.3. ™ Abot 4.4. 
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of the Lord) which Wisdom makes a crown to 
her head, Humility makes the imprint of her 
foot.727 Be punctilious in honoring all men, for 
therein shall you find your own honor, for God 
Himself has declared: ‘‘them that honour Me will 
I honour.’’73 People remarked to a Sage: ‘‘We 
have observed that thou ever showest honor to 
every man;’ and he replied: ‘‘I have never come 
across one in whom I failed to recognize superi- 
ority over myself; therefore have I shown him 
respect. Were he older, I said he has done more 
good than I; were he richer, I said he has been 
‘more charitable. Were he younger, I said I 
have sinned more; were he poorer, I said he has 
suffered heavier tribulations; were he wiser, I 
honored him for his wisdom; were he not wiser, 
I said his fault?74 is the lighter.’’ Take this to 
heart and understand it. 

Take heed to love and respect him that re- 
proves you. For thus we read in Tractate 
‘Arakin:75 R.Johanansaid: I call heaven and 
earth to witness that many a time was ‘Akiba 
punished through me, for I complained of him 
before Rabban Gamaliel; all the more did he aug- 
ment his love for me, to fulfil what is written :76 
‘“Reprove a wise man and he will love thee.”’ 
As the Sage said:77 Love thy critic, and hate 


72 T, J. Shabbat 1.3; Tanhuma Genesis (beginning). 
See Jastrow, Dictionary, p. 964. The idea is derived 
from a comparison of Ps. 3.10 with Prov. 22.4. 

73 I Sam. 2.30. 

™ Lit. punishment. 

7s Fol. 16b; the readings vary. 
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29 MS. wad. 30 MS. wwrxnb. 
31 MS. mob. = 32: MS. panys. 


7@ Prov.9.18. 77 Simeon b. Eleazar, Abot de. R. 
Nathan 29 (ed. Schechter, p. 75). 
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thy eulogist, the former helps, the latter hurts 
thee. Consider also that man is but a sojourner 
on earth; his days are numbered, though he 
knows not their tale, nor when he will be sum- 
moned before the King of kings, to give judg- 
ment and account for all his works. Therefore 
let him do all that is in his power, nor think 
any good opportunity small, for there is no limit 
to the reward. In the world to come, when God, 
blessed be He, makes requital to the righteous, 
the recipient will ask: Why am I so rewarded? 
He will be told: On such and such a day thou 
didst do such and suchamizvah. Then, sighing, 
he willsay: For so little do I receive so much? 
Alas for the days that I lost wherein I did no 
good! Therefore will a wise man be alert lest 
he waste an hour of his hours, but he will be 
energetic in well-doing, thinking ever of the fear 
of God and His service. 

I will make mention of the mercies of the 
Lord according to all that He hath bestowed on 
me.’8 He has shepherded me from my birth even 
unto this day. In the way of truth He led me, 
taking me from my father’s house, sending me 
before them to preserve life.7”7 He directed me 
in a strange land, made me to find favor and 
love and mercy in the eyes of its people, and 
set me upon a throne of honor. This to the 
glory of His name, and not for my sake. For 
what is my life and what am I? Lo, the finger 
of the smallest among them is thicker than 
my loins, how much more their greatest excel 
me! I am to them as a grasshopper is in my 


78 Ts. 63.7. 79 Gen. 45.5. 
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eyes.8° Fain, then, is my heart to record the 
wondrous things that the Lord performs con- 
tinually on behalf of one so insignificant as I; 
He fed me with my allotted bread,*! and I had 
no impulse to run after money; but He thought 
differently, and God caused it to come to my 
hand. * 

I left Germany at the age of thirteen, and 
when fifteen I came to Toledo, in the new moon 
of Iyar in the year 65.8% It is obvious that at my 
exodus when thirteen I possessed nothing; nor 
when I married first the daughter of R. Yehiel 
and later the daughter of R. Solomon, did 
I receive even enough to pay for the wedding 
garments and celebrations. From my lord, my 
father, of blessed memory, I inherited only a 
trifle as my share of his library. All that he 
owned at the time of his demise, together with 
all his household goods, did not suffice to carry 
out his testamentary bequests. Never in my 
life did I accept gifts from individuals, except 
1400(?) gold pieces’ which were given to me 
by three men, from whom I sought a loan but 
who insisted on making a gift. Because of 
their importance and position, I was unable to 
refuse their bounty. I used the money for my 
sister's marriage. I also lost money through 
those who transacted business for me, although 

80° Numi 13,33, &t Prov. 30.8. a Exod? Zita. 

8 =1305. On the two journeys of the author to 
Toledo see Introduction, p. 163. 

84 Heb. ‘‘gold pieces’. On the Spanish coinage of the 
period, cf. S. Lane-Poole, Coins and Medals, 1894, p. 
85. The standard gold pieces were the dinar and dirhem, 


nisSis 180 


po) ban oy ton ‘nm wyy oo nwyn poms 
ns pt onda oapqunw vpn and dy. onno 
p> mas odsn bas otoy yo xd sim.ponn 
Tw "0 J2D CN) wy 12 NOWND CNRS? 

737 3.0’D nw 7s win wria mopd wd ona 
o> °> mad mow 2 299 NN wD °D DID 
ss5"er qodw ‘am Sper? ‘an mia ony onxwiwo) 
oman by mxsinn nyws moy o> ani xb 
pon yyio tat prarnwy xd S's. mipinm 
oy inves nya mn mp $5 °D .o Don 
sd) onany odun5 > 19 en ed ama bd 
miso yon) »5s8 pr mn mind np onnpd 
ono onwpaw ows mwby oS nnw oa 
son 295 yann manda is3 xdi myn °5 nnbnd 
syd ondiay 85 ondyni ondrta pn D100 
nTDSM omnes oNwid nnn .obapsy on 


> 25y med poom omaya odtnwen ta 


83 So the MS. S prints m’p. = 34 MS. 2"? ''p 73. 

35 MS. adds incorrectly by 137 pr one? nd. 

36 MS. mn. S corrects as in text. Perhaps the right 
reading is "Nw. 
but it is questionable whether coins of such high value are 
intended. The text is hopelessly corrupt regarding the 
sums enumerated. 
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that money was not my own. For 7000 gold 
pieces of borrowed capital were in the hands of 
my brother Eliakim, 8500 were deposited with 
R. Mordecai the Frenchman, who only returned 
to me 2000, 3000 were entrusted to R. Nissim, 
and the rest in the hands of others whom it would 
weary meto mention. I could not have survived 
till now but for the mercy of God, who put it in 
the heart of men to lend me capital, from the 
profits of which I maintained myself. For from 
the time of the death of my lord, my father, of 
blessed memory, that is to say for twenty-seven 
years and three months—I have not taken from 
the Congregation (whom may God preserve!) 
under contract more than 1290 gold pieces. This 
I accepted for two years and four months, and I 
ceased to enter into any contract until the ten 
years mentioned®s’ were completed. Thereafter 
I received up to August [1340]* from them 1500 
pieces annually for nine years and ten months, a 
total of 14,750. Thenceforth they contracted to 
increase the annual payment to 3000 pieces. They 
agreed that after my death an annual pension of 
1000 pieces should be paid for ten consecutive 
years to my wife and children or to any of them 


8s As Schechter points out no such mention has been 
made. 

8 The date of the year is 5100=1340. From 
August, 1340 to November, 1348, are 7 years and 4 months, 
as stated in the text below. The reference to 27 years 
and 3 months after his father’s death cannot, however, 
be accurate, for while the father died in 1328 the son 
died in 1349, 
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87 S suggests the addition of the bracketed words. 

38 If we read NT as an abbreviation, there is no need 
to emend the text as in S. 

39 The word 45x is not in the MS. S supplies it. 
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then living in Toledo. During my lifetime each 
of my sons was guaranteed 300 pieces a year for 
ten years, so long as he should pursue his 
studies and dwell in Toledo. A similar sum 
was appointed, under similar conditions, to be 
paid after my death to each of my sons out of 
the total of 1000 pieces mentioned above. I re- 
ceived from them from the August named to 
the end of November in this year 1348,*7 for seven 
years and four months, 22,000 pieces. The total 
received by me from the congregation till the 
end of November has been 37,240 gold pieces. 
Of this sum, my son Solomon received, for two 
years and two months,-800 pieces in accordance 
with the arrangement already explained. 


The contract which the Congregation granted 
was not entered into because I demanded 
of them, for I knew that I was unworthy of such 
consideration, but it was due to their abundant 
generosity and their affection for my lord, my 
father. But in the tenth year of my office, 
the Congregation heard that it was my in- 
tention to seek a resting-place elsewhere. They 
then fixed for me the payment of 1500 pieces 
annually. Had I been willing to accept more, 
they would have given it, as is expressly stated in 
their letter (which I still possess) of the year 
1341.88 When the aforesaid Mordecai absconded 
I lost in his hand more than 6000, and it became 


87 The text has 109 =5109 =1348. 
88 The text has 101 =5101 =1341. 
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known to the heads of the congregation that I 
designed emigrating to Seville. They besought 
me to remain, and they increased the sum pay- 
able under the contract to 3000 gold pieces a 
year. I am aware that all this was not due to 
my own deserts. It was due to the bounty of 
the Merciful one, the faithful God, and to the 
merit of my fathers, the repairers of the breach, 
the holy ones who were in the earth.°9 

He who searcheth hearts knoweth that all 
my yearning desire for children in this world 
was solely dictated by my wish to raise up 
offspring which should fill my father’s place in 
the study of the Law, in good works, and in the 
service of God. And in this sense I besought 
Him who is enthroned o’er the Cherubim, 
entreating God for myself, my children, and all 
our generations after us, that we may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of our life, 
to behold the graciousness of the Lord® and to 
pass our time in the inner shrine of His Law 
from morn to eve and from eve to morn, in 
the precious presence of God. I prayed that He 
would keep us far from men of vanity and fri- 
volity, that we might maintain the example of 
our fathers, who, as our tradition assures us, 
were for many generations before us men of 
learning, of right-doing, and God-fearers—men 
from whom the Torah went forth unto Israel. 
And this has been my constant prayer at the 
graves*! of the righteous and perfect: ‘‘Lord of 


89 Isa. 58.12: Ps. 16.23. 
9¢ Ps, 27.4. 
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st On such prayers see Shulhan ‘Aruk, Orah Hayyim 
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the Universe, King that sittest on the throne of 
mercy! It is revealed and known before Thee that 
all my desire for children was not out of my love 
for them, nor to gain honor through them, but 
only to perform that duty of continuing the 
race which Thou hast ordained.%? May it be 
Thy will to order us in all our affairs in good 
counsel before Thee. O may the fear of Thee be 
with us that we sin not, and may we live in Thy 
presence inreverence. Grant unto mesons who 
may grow into maturity, and may fill my fathers’ 
place. And may God in His mercy raise up 
for us the merit of the righteous one buried in 
this grave. May my prayer be heard here, and 
may he too pray on our behalf, blessing us con- 
tinually and at all hours.” 

One of the good methods which I desired for 
maintaining the family record was the marriage 
of my sons to members of my father’s house. 
had many reasons for this. First, it is a fair and 
fit thing to join fruit of vine to fruit of vine.% 
It is indeed an important duty, for as our Sages 
said:** He who loves his relatives, he who 
marries his sister’s daughter, and he who lends 
to the poor in the hour of his distress—to him 
applies the text: ‘‘Then shalt thou call, and 
the Lord will answer; thou shalt cry and He will 
say, Here | am.’’ Furthermore, the women of 
our family have grown accustomed to the ways 
of students, and the love of the Torah has en- 
tered their hearts, so that they are a help to 


92 Gen. 1.28. 9% Pesahim 49a. 
% Yebamot 62b. 95 Isa. 58.9. 
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their husbands in their scholarly pursuits. More- 
over, they are not used to extravagant expendi- 
ture; they do not demand luxuries, the provision 
of which disturbs a man from his study. Then 
again, children for the most part resemble the 
mother’s family. Finally, if with changing 
times a man see fit to seek his livelihood in an- 
other city, there will be none to place obstacles 
in the way of the wife accompanying her hus- 
band. 

The second plan is for me to write something 
of the history of my saintly progenitors, for the 
edification of those that come after us. Seeing 
that the Lord, blessed be He, ‘‘hurled us with 
a man’s throw’’** to Toledo, that great and re- 
nowned city, and that a little later the Jews 
were expelled from France, possibly some may 
think that we were among the exiles, or that we 
left our country in consequence of some whisper- 
ed suspicion’. Therefore it seems desirable to 
me to disabuse everyone of such an imputation. 
And further, when our posterity regards the 
upright lives of our ancestors, they will be a- 
shamed if they walk not in the same paths. 
Rather will they strive in all things to imitate 
their fathers, thus finding grace and good favor in 
the sight of God and man.®* Otherwise, better 
were it for them never to be born,” like infants 


96 Cf. p. 166 above, n. 9. 

97 Job 26.14. The word shemez is used in this sense 
in rabbinic Hebrew. 98 Prov. 3.4. 

984 The words 1nd oN) seem to be missing. 

99 Cf. Lev. Rabbah, ch. 35. 
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who never see the light. As I left Germany 
when about thirteen years of age, I did not ac- 
quire exact information as to our fathers’ right- 
eous lives, except the little which I heard from 
my lord, my father of blessed memory, and from 
his sister and my grandmother, who related to 
me some of the family history. What little 
I heard of the doings of our first ancestors I set 
down here. 

My grandfather, R. Yehiel b. Asher, was 
born in the year 1210.1°° When he was ten years 
old he had a firm friend in R. Solomon ha-Kohen. 
They entered into a pact that each should share 
the other’s rewards, whether religious or secular. 
They held to this agreement all their days, and 
were unique in their generation for saintliness and 
benevolence. Now on the eve of the Day of Atone- 
ment in the year 1264," early in the night, the 
candle of my grandfather went out in the synago- 
gue. For it wascustomary in Germany to kindle 
a wax candle for every male in the synagogue, 
on the eve of the Fast, and the candle was of a 
size to burn the whole day and night.*? Later 
(during the middle days of Tabernacles) my 
grandfather died and great honor was shown unto 


100 Text has 970 =4970 =1210. 

101 Text has 24=5024 =1264. 

122 On this custom see J.E., ii, 282. 

69 N my yn. 70 N ynwyna. 71S 7 77. 

72 Nowyon. 73 Nowyp. 7 Nomits. 7 N orn. 
76 N omits bracketed words. 77 N °35y07 713. 

78 N ja b> nayaw nowe imp. 7 N p*oanbd. 

80 S omits. 81 N omits. 
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him at his death, people from neighboring places 
attending his funeral. Now it is the practice 
in Germany to set the coffin on a stone appointed 
for the purpose near the cemetery, and to open 
it to see whether the body has been dislocated 
by the jolting of the coffin. When they did this 
to him, R. Solomon ha-Kohen approached up 
to four cubits, and said in the presence of the 
assembly, ‘‘In your presence I call upon him to 
remember our covenant.’’ Within the coffin a 
look of joy lit his face, most of those present 
saw him smile, and I testify on the evidence of 
my father and grandmother that this happened.1° 
A day came when R. Solomon ha-Kohen was 
studying in his college in the day-time, and lo! 
my grandfather of blessed memory was seated 
by his side. Amazed, R. Solomon asked how 
he fared, and he answered, exceeding well, and 
that a seat was ready at his side for his friend.1% 
‘“‘T wonder’’, said R. Solomon, ‘‘that thou art 
permitted to be visible to mortals.’’ He an- 
swered: “I have liberty to go to my house as of 
aforetime, but I am unwilling that they should 
say: How this saint prides it over other right- 


™3 For a poetical version of a similar idea see my Book 
of Delight, p. 230. 

704 On the cathedras of the righteous in Paradise, cf. 
J.E. ix, 516. 
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eous men!’’!4 Six months after his death, at 
midnight on the Sabbath night, he appeared to 
his wife and said to her: ‘‘Haste and rise, 
take thy sons and daughters, and remove them 
hence, for tomorrow all the Jews of this place 
will be slain. So was it decreed against the 
whole neighborhood, but we prayed and our 
petition was successful except as regards this 
place.’’% She rose and obeyed, but returning 
to save her belongings, she was killed with the 
congregation. She had previously rescued my 
lord, my father, R. Asher of blessed memory, and 
his brother, R. Hayyim, fellow-disciple of R. 
Meir of Rothenburg, teacher of my father, who 
also was taught by his brother Hayyim. They 
had another brother, by name R. Eleazar, who 
died at the age of twenty-seven. He was re- 
ported to be as fine a scholar as his brother R. 
Hayyim. They had six sisters, the whole family 
saintly—all bearing deservedly high reputations 
among their contemporaries. The nine of them 
escaped on the day and under the circumstances 
narrated above. All of them had large families 
of sons and daughters, and I have heard that one 


104 See Ketubot 103a, where a similar story is told 
of R. Judah ha-Nasi. 

15 On legends as to communication between dead 
and living, cf. J. E. iv, 484. 
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of the sons of my uncle R. Hayyim, of blessed 
memory, married in Germany, and that there 
were at his wedding about five hundred men and 
women, all relatives, the relationship reaching 
to that of third cousins. 


The cause of my father’s departure from 
Germany was due to the imprisonment of R. 
Meir of Rothenburg,!°* of blessed memory. The 
Count, then head of the government,!” arrested 
him, and the congregation of Germany ransomed 
him for a considerable sum.1% The Governor 
refused to accept as guarantor any other person 
than my lord, my father, of blessed memory. He 
was compelled to become security for a large 
amount. But before the contributions were ap- 
portioned to the various congregations, R. Meir 
died in prison. The governor unjustly refused 
to admit my father’s plea that as R. Meir died 
before his release, the guarantee had lapsed. Pay- 
ment was still demanded from my father and the 
congregations, and my father escaped to an- 
other city; he left Germany altogether because 
of his fear of the authorities, and settled in the 
great city of Toledo. In the first year of his resi- 
dence there, they sent him a written communica- 
tion from the town-council!°* of the place where 
he formerly lived, inviting him to return home. 
They would despatch fifty officers to meet him 
on the German frontier, and would give him a 


106 Cf. J. E. viii, 437. He died in the fortress of 
Ensisheim, in 1293. The account of the ransom differs 
somewhat in the present narrative. 
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documentary safe-conduct from the Emperor. 
For they recognized his wisdom and excellence, 
and were wont to follow his adviceinall matters. 
But in face of the frequent ill-treatment of the 
Jews there, he was unwilling to go back. This was 
the reason of the coming of my lord, my father, 
of blessed memory, to this country. ‘‘This was 
the Lord’s doing,’’"° to the end that my father 
might raise up many disciples on Spanish soil. 
‘“He executed the righteousness of the Lord, 
and His ordinances with Israel.’’** For there 
were not in these lands any thorough commen- 
taries."? He also wrote commentaries and de- 
cisions to the Talmud. Wherever his com- 
mentaries, responsa and decisions reached, they 
made known the statutes of the Lord and His 
laws. His sons walked in his ways, and main- 
tained his opinions. ‘‘As for Asher, his bread 
was fat;’’ his Rock guarded him with every 
care, because he was faithful to his charge. 
‘‘And of Asher he said: blessed be Asher be- 
cause of his sons’’113—all of them were inter- 
preters of uprightness‘™, who from the least to 
the greatest of them held fast to the law of God, 
the Lord of the Universe, and by what they 
wrought were a shield to their generation. I 
was by far the most insignificant of all of them; 
through His grace God raised me up in my fa- 
ther’s place, a tendril of his stock, a shooting 
of his roots’5 and planting, to maintain his 


Sd af Gb AP 
a Deut, 33.21. 
12 Comp. above, p. 166, n. 10 
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113 Gen. 49.20; Deut. 33.24 (with reference to the 
father’s name Asher). In the latter text the meaning is 
‘‘above sons’’, but our author seems to apply it in the 
sense given in the translation. 

4 Job 33.23. m5 Isa. 11.1. 
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School on its site, even better equipped than of 
yore. And also in what pertained to the affairs 
and organization of the community, we passed 
our time together in settlement of causes and 
judgments. Men of the government also agreed 
to abide by my decisions, not because of my wis- 
dom or wit, for ‘‘I am brutish, unlike a man, 
and have nota man’s understanding,’ but God 
filled them with a kindly disposition towards me, 
so that my words were acceptable to them, in 
that they deemed me in their thoughts an im- 
partial judge. 

As for me, my prayer is made before the 
Lord of the Universe, that He may requite with 
a good recompense this holy congregation for 
their labors, and for all the good which they 
as a body and as individuals have done unto me 
in granting all my requests and of their heart’s 
generosity and not for any selfish motive. And 
so will it ever continue until I part from them 
in great love, ‘‘and my seed shall be established in 
their sight, and my offspring before their eyes. ’’!!7 
And may it be their good will to prepare a way 
for my progeny to settle among them as they did 
with my father and me, kindness after kindness. 
For what has passed and for what is to come, 
unto the Rock tremendous in His doing, Judah 
shall lead the thanksgiving.“® And may the 
bounty of God and the merit of our fathers cause 
that there never fail from us in Toledo—until 
the majestic and awful God establish Jerusalem 
and a Redeemer come unto Zion—one to fill the 


u6 Prov, 33.2. 
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17 Job 21.8 —(with some variants). 
18 Ps, 66.5; Neh. 11.17. 
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seat of my lord, my father,"? R. Asher of beloved 
memory; (may this be so) for all time until Shiloh 
cometh and people be gathered unto him, and 
there arise a priest with Urim and with Thum- 
mim.??° 

Ended and completed, praise to the God of 
the Universe! 

My lord, my father of blessed memory, or- 
dained in his city in Germany that every mem- 
ber of the congregation should pay a tithe of his 
whole income, and in the district of Toledo he 
likewise ordained that he and his children 
should follow the same course.%* And after his 
death, I and all my brethren resolved to maintain 
the practice and to add to its terms. In Elul 
1346,7? I wrote out the ordinance which was 
signed by my elder sons. I append the form of 
the ordinance, so that with God’s help (my 
younger children also) will sign it. Perchance 
another (not of my family) seeing it, may be 
prompted to assume the same obligation, of 
which these are the terms: 

We, the undersigned, have stood by a certain 
ordinance, in the handwriting of our grand- 
father R. Asher of blessed memory, of which 
this is the text: ‘‘Hear my son the instruction 
of thy father and forsake not the teaching of 
thy mother.’’!23 Seeing that in the country 
whence we migrated, our fathers and our fathers’ 
fathers were wont to set aside to God as charity 
for religious purposes, one part in ten of all bus- 
iness profits—as our Rabbis said in their com- | 


19 Isa. 59.20; I Kings 2.4. 1° Gen. 49.10; Ezra 2.63. 
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1222 Add: o2upn 2 or similar words. Similarly MS. 
omits the name “WN at the end of the third line of the 
text above. 


121 On the tithe see Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, 
ch. xvii. 122 MS. has 106 =5106 =1346, 
3 Prov, 1.8. 
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ment on the text: ‘‘Thou shalt surely tithe 
all the increase of thy seed,’’ which text they 
applied to traders over-seas who devoted one 
tenth of their gains to those laboring in the Law 
—therefore we have continued in the footsteps 
of our fathers, and have taken on ourselves the 
obligation to set aside a tithe of all our profits 
in business, whether interest on investments or 
trade transactions. Three-fourths of that tithe 
we will deposit in a chest, controlled by two 
treasurers, by whose authorization all grants 
shall be made to the necessitous. And this un- 
dertaking we have assumed for ourselves and our 
offspring, to observe, to do and to maintain it. 
The reasurers whom we have selected are the 
brothers R. Jacob and R. Judah (whom may God 
preserve!). These obligations we have duly 
signed on the 9th day of the month Marheshvan, 
in the year 75 (in the abbreviated reckoning) 
anno mundi. 

Asher b. Yehiel 

Solomon b. Asher 

Jacob b. Asher 

Judah b. Asher*’s 

Eliakim b. Asher 
And close to these signatures is a document to 
the following effect: 

We, the undersigned, have agreed that included 
in the terms of the ordinance written above shall 
be whatever is or shall be in the hand of any 


124 Deut. 14.22; see Pesikta de R. Kahana ch. 11, end 
(ed. Buber p. 99b). 

735 On the phrase following the name here see above, 
p. 168, note 17. 
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123 MS. manya. S corrects as in text. 

124 Missing in MS. 125 MS. reads wrongly 9'7. 

126 S suggests the reading ’n. But the Kere $°n and 
Ketib ’n in II Sam 23. 20 explains the variation in the 
two passages of our text. 


194 ETHICAL WILLS 


of us, whether it consist of money, legacies, gifts, 
marriage settlements, or any other property. 
Each of us shall be bound to set aside the proper 
amount and place it in the hands of the trustees 
within eight days of the same becoming due. 
So far the form of the second document. The 
signatories are: 


Solomon b. Asher 
Jacob b. Asher 
Judah b. Asher 
Simeon b. Asher 


We, the undersigned, take upon ourselves all the 
ordinances, relating to the tithe, inscribed above, 
even as our lord, our father, did, and (we contract) 
that each of us shall pay the contributions’ 
named, as is mentioned above. In attestation 
of this we have here signed our names on the 
New Moon of Elul, in the year 5106'7 anno 
mundi. So far the third document, which bears 
the signatures of 


Solomon b. Judah 
Yehiel b. Judah 


Conscious as I am of the limitation of my 
capacity and the exiguity of my learning, and 
recognizing that I am unworthy to receive emol- 
uments’? even from a small congregation, and 
much less from the great and holy congregation 
of Toledo, which God preserve! it accordingly 
irks me greatly to be compelled to take a salary. 


16 The translation follows the reading o’pbnn. The 
MS. actually reads o-pbxn. 
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127 MS. wrongly $’1. 128 MS. oben. 
1229 MS. repeats yr. 


177 1346, 
128 lit. to take a contract. 
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Had I been able to carry on without it, I would 
not have taken it. But what could I do, for- 
ced as was toso much outlay? With my own 
funds I could not operate, while maintaining my 
studies, except by the hands of agents, thus 
risking the capital, while the gain was small. 
The agents deducted a commission first, and it 
was only under pressure that they gave me what 
they did. Hence I became, in my own eyes, as one 
dependent on other men’s tables.19 But if the 
Lord, blessed be He, prosper my undertakings, 
and I can pay my debts, I may be able to pass 
the rest of my life without salary—either wholly 
or in part—from thecongregation. Thesurplus 
I will devote to students of the Torah, or to other 
religious purposes. Thus, in my humble opin- 
ion, I should fulfil my duty, for this seems to me 
a better course than to refund the money to the 
congregation (whom may God preserve!). I 
should be more careful than they in applying the 
fund to well-chosen objects. The credit will be 
theirs, for I and mine are theirs. The money, 
indeed, having been appropriated by them to 
what they thought a religious purpose, it would 
not be right that it should return to them for 
secular use. And as my aim in begetting chil- 
dren was to raise up a progeny engaged in the 
Torah and in the pursuit of virtue, my sons have 
not busied themselves in any other occupation, 
and so will it always be, with God’s help. Our 
Sages said: A father is not bound to support 
his young children after their sixth year.1% I say 


1229 Cf. Bezah 32b; Shabb. 87a. The translation 
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“in my own eyes’”’ is based on an emendation of the MS. 
Nya into rya. 

30 Ketubot 49b. After that age a father’s duty was 
the same for all his children. 
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that if I have money to spare from my salary to 
students who are not of my family, and of whose 
methods I am ignorant, it would be better to 
give it to my sons and expend it on them. In 
this way, the greater will be the reward"! of those 
who give the money. I estimate that for food 
and clothing each would require one gold coin a 
day,? a sum which would be small enough for 
them while young, and quite inadequate when 
they grow older, and so I determined to reckon 
for them. Nowup to the end of this November 
I received 37,240 gold pieces, as explained above. 
Of this sum I gave for religious purposes 3724 
pieces, the tithe in accordance with the obligation 
of the tithe written above. On my sons, in the pe- 
riod named, I have spent a total of 18,090, which 
with the tithe amounts to 21,814 pieces. In order 
to reimburse these sums, I have resolved to dedi- 
cate my library (on the estimate made by three 
persons, as is explained in my account-book). 
These books are ready for the use of students. 
Great is the reward of those who provided the 
money, for as our Sages said, the text: ‘‘Wealth 
and riches are in his house, and his merit endur- 
eth forever’’—applies to him who prepares books 
and lends them to others.'33_ If the books realize 
an insufficient sum, I bequeath of my goods 


131 There would be no doubt as to the proper use of 
the fund. 


432 Clearly the coin intended would not be of high 
value. Cf. above, p. 180, n. 84. 


33 Ps. 112.3; cf. p. 82, above. 
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130 MS. reads nya. 131 S corrects 
ton” or’. MS. reads 8"D%. 

132 So S corrects the MS. which reads &'’awm. 

133 MS. boy. =. 134-‘ MS. _n’p. 
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enough to equalize matters. I trust in God, 
blessed be He, who searcheth my reins and 
knoweth all my thoughts, that He will provide 
to me the means for refunding also the amounts 
which I have expended on my children in the 
manner named. And since it is my desire that 
my sons shall continuously engage themselves 
in study of the Torah and not in any other oc- 
cupation, I have made up my mind not to be- 
queath from my estate to my sons by legal 
inheritance more than 100 gold pieces. The 
rest shall be set aside as a fund devoted to any of 
them who shall devote himself to the Torah. 
They shall not portion out the estate in equal 
shares, but each shall take according to his family 
and according to his needs,'4 at the decision of 
their mother, and after her of the treasurer or 
treasurers whom I shall appoint and in the 
manner which I shall indite in the trust. Any 
student of my own seed shall have first claim, 
next to them a student of my father’s seed, and 
next to them whoever studies the Torah, and 
makes that study his main object in life. 

The testament of our teacher R. Judah, of 
blessed memory, made in expectation of death: 
This is what I desire to be done with my property. 
They shall sell such of my books as will produce 
3000 gold pieces. These shall be devoted for 
study, and shall be joined to the sum put in trust 
on lease,5 both amounts being treated on the 


34 See Jastrow, Dictionary, p. 533b, s. v. diz. 

135 The text has arrenda, medieval Latin term from 
which the modern rent is derived. It is the annual return 
of investment on lease. 
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same conditions. Two thousand full gold pieces 
shall be used in business, and the profit shall 
every year be added to the capital; no expendi- 
ture shall be made either of profit or of capital, 
but all shall be accumulated for the marriage of 
my daughter Dona, so that her marriage may be 
in accordance with her dignity. The surplus shall 
be joined with the residue of what I leave to be 
treated in the same manner. If it be possible 
to marry her in the family of my father’s house, 
she shall not wed outside the family. Ileave to 
each of my sons 100 gold pieces; the residue I 
and my wife dedicate from this date and after 
the death of the survivor of us two, on the con- 
ditions which I now detail. To every one of my 
sons, so long as the Torah is his main occupation, 
a sum according to his family. So long as there 
is profit these payments shall be made out of 
profits, but if the profit suffices not, they shall 
pay him the necessary sums for his maintenance 
out of the capital. If any of them possesses any 
means for his part support, they shall complete 
the amount from the trust fund. And if, God 
forbid, there be among them one who does not de- 
vote himself to Torah, and he be whole-hearted, 
upright, and one that fears God,™3° walking in a 
good way and endeavoring to supply the needs 
of his brothers so that they may engage in their 
studies, and in all other respects performing his 
religious duties,—such a one shall share in the 
trust as one of his studious brothers, seeing that 
he busies himself in their needs. ‘‘For (the Torah) 
is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her, 
136 Job 1.1. 
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and happy is every one that holdeth her fast,’’"37 
like Zebulun, brother of Issachar, and Simeon, 
the brother of Azariah.3* A share from the an- 
nual profit shall be given to any necessitous mem- 
ber of my father’s family. If I havea son-in-law 
who devotes himself to study, he shall have 
precedence in the endowment of the trust over 
all other persons in the manner mentioned. Af- 
ter them shall come any person engaged in the 
study of the Torah. And I appoint five treasur- 
ers for the said trust, viz.: Solomon and Yehiel, 
my sons, and R. Eleazar my brother, and R. 
Asher, the son of my brother Solomon, and R. 
Solomon Israel; so that whatever they or a ma- 
jority do shall take effect provided one of my 
sons and R. Eleazar, my nearest relative, bein the 
majority. Andsoatevery time. Should any 
of the trustees resign or leave the city or die, he 
shall previously appoint a successor with the ap- 
proval of the remaining trustees or a majority 
of them, otherwise the remaining trustees shall 
appoint. In case of disagreement they shall 
employ as arbitrator the man with the highest 
repute for probity in the city at the time. 
And I and my wife absolutely bind ourselves 
under a penalty of a thousand double coins 
to the treasurers or their substitutes with regard 
to all the property which they shall declare mine 


37 Prov. 13.18. 

38 Zebulun, according to the Midrash (see Rashi 
on Gen. 49,13), engaged in commerce in order to support 
his brother Issachar in his studies. A similar relation is 
recorded with regard to Azariah and his brother Simeon 
(Levit. Rabbah 25). 
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at this juncture, as though on the testimony 
of two competent witnesses; reserving to our- 
selves the right with regard to this foundation 
of trust that we may both of us sell, pledge or 
mortgage at our will any of the property which 
we have acquired or shall acquire in due legal 
course. Moreover we agree to the full main- 
tenance of this foundation of trust in a signed 
witnessed document, and in every form of legal 
obligation we confirm all that is written above 
regarding the upholding or the cancelling of the | 
trust in all or in part. Nor shall anything 
therein become invalid because of a scribe’s error 
or the omission of any point in the instrument 
of the trust which will be drawn up. And re- 
gardiny all that is written above R. Judah gave 
his full and absolute assent in the presence of us 
the undersigned at the end of the month of Sivan 
in the year 510939 of the era of the Creation. 
The witnesses are: Moses son of R. Benjamin 
of Rome, Isaac son of R. Abraham Maimon"™®, 


39 Text has 5109=1349. Schechter interprets, 
“towards the end of the author’s life’. 

™4° The last named was a dayyan in Toledo (see ref., 
date 1358, in m7 1791, 1846, p. 38). 
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THE FRUIT OF PIETISM FROM THE 
TESTAMENT OF JACOB ASHERI 


IX 
THE FRUIT OF PIETISM 


FROM THE TESTAMENT OF JACOB ASHERI 


Jacob was a son of Asher ben Yehiel (VI), and a brother 
of Judah (VIII). He was younger than the latter, but 
pre-deceased him. After a life of privation, he died in 
1340 (J. E. vii, 27). He does not seem to have filled any 
rabbinical post (Graetz, History, E. T., iv, 88), but though 
not himself a Rabbi, he was a begetter of Rabbis. For 
his chief work, which won him a fame far transcending 
his brother’s, was the Turim, the basis and model of the 
still favorite Code (Karo’s Shulhan ‘Aruk). 

There is no indication that any of Asheri’s family re- 
gretted the migration to Spain. The assertion, quoted 
by Graetz, that Judah, in his Testament, recommended 
his children to return to Germany, is not borne out by 
the full text of the Testament which is printed above. 
Jacob was associated with his brothers in the Tithe ordi- 
nance, signing before Judah. Jacobs own Testament 
or rather Admonition is derived from the same MS. as 
Judah’s (VIII). Jacob very pointedly speaks against 
believing in omens or dreams, doubtless with the knowl- 
edge that, as his brother Judah’s Testament reveals, 
other members of the Asheri family had some inclination 
towards such beliefs. As one would have expected, Jacob 
Asheri’s Testament (in the part preceding the selection 
here printed) shows a scrupulous regard for ceremonial 


minutiae, but it also offers pietism with spirituality. For 
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the same document which lays stress on dietary laws in 
all detail, is full also of counsels towards inner perfection, 
a combination which is so often illustrated in the present 
volume. 


Love God, hallow His Name, and do Him rev- 
erence, with thy soul, thy body, and thy wealth, 
surrendering thyself, if need be, to the sword or 
the stake. Reckon the anguish of death as of no 
. account in comparison with the delight there- 
after, when thou wilt have ‘“‘free access among 
those that stand by.’’* Give alms, exercise lov- 
ing-kindness, show hospitality to wayfarers. But 
when thou givest alms, see to it that thy act be 
done for the glory of God; beware lest thou seek 
thine own honor or to win a reputation for gen- 
erosity! Study the Law for its true end—for 
thyself, to know the right and to avoid the wrong; 
for others, to teach the men of thy generation, 
seeing that (for our sins!) the Law becomes ever 
more forgotten. Be a diligent student all thy 
days. 

Ever turn thine eyes on thy superior in wisdom, 
and realize that the path to learning has no end. 
Nay, a man may even lose in a day or in an hour 
much that he has acquired, if he suffer himself to 
relax into worldly ambitions.?, Probe long and 


t Zech. 3.7. “Those that stand’’ is usually referred to 
the Angels. Kimhi in his note on the text interprets it 
of the soul after its separation from the body. 

2 Giidemann renders: “jeder miissige Augenblick 
verursacht unersetzlichen Verlust.”’ 
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deep into the authorities to reach clear decisions 
of law in matters necessary to the world, but 
spend not overmuch time or thought in needless 
casuistry. The aim of most of those who so act 
is to win a reputation for skill in puzzling schol- 
ars. After reading a tractate of the Talmud, ~ 
prepare a synopsis of all the results, and of intri- 
cate discussions write a general summary. The 
main heads will thus always be available, and 
easily found on a future occasion. Follow this 
plan, and thou wilt be able to express thyself 
with lucidity, and to retain what thou hast 
learnt. When studying the Talmud read it aloud, 
do not mumble it; for its words are “‘life to them 
that proclaim them, and health to all their 
flesh.’’3 And when thou prayest, think only of 
thy prayer; be on thy guard lest thy mind wander 
to other matters, even though they be matters 
relating to religious duty. 

Thy labor on the soil, ploughing and sowing, 
is directed to one end—to produce fruits. So, 
all a man’s toil in the concerns of his body is to 
sustain his soul. And the fruit of one’s ac- 
tivity during the day is—the time of prayer; 
the fruit of one’s work throughout the week is— 


the Sabbath day! 


3 Prov. 4.22. This explanation of the text is derived 
from T. B. ‘Erubin 54a. 
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Give Ait? whole heart to God. Trust not in 
dreams or omens’, inquire not of fortune-tellers. 
Never cast lots with dice or in any other manner. 
All such things are vanity; resort to them is due 
to lack of faith. Trust thou in God alone, 
and He will prove thy support! As our Sages 
said’: If one desire to become clean, heaven 
helps him to his wish. 


4 The author’s brother Judah was more inclined to 
interest himself in dreams and portents. This is clearly 
shown in Judah Asheri’s Testament (p. 164 above). 

5 T. B. Shabbat 104a. 
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THE IDEALS OF AN AVERAGE JEW! 
(TESTAMENT OF ELEAZAR OF MAYENCE) 


The author of this Testament died at Mayence on the 
first day of the Jewish New Year of 1357. He was buried 
on the second day of the festival. This we learn from 
the colophon of the Bodleian MS. Cat. Neubauer, No. 907 
(fol. 166b). The colophon was written by the author’s 
namesake and grandson. 

Eleazar son of Samuel the Levite was not a Rabbi, he is 
merely described with the conventional honorary title 
of Haber. In a fuller version of the colophon (Hamazkir, 
ix, 23) the author is called both a “‘saint’”’ (Ton ws) and 
“der gut Rabbi Zalman”. His father was Samuel b. 
Yakar, surnamed Bonenfant, the Hazzan of Mayence. 
The genealogy is carried back to that rather mysterious 
figure, Asher the Levite, the presumed author of the Purim 
piyyut beginning x27 ws. On him see Zunz, Literatur- 
geschichte, p. 4. 

Just as Solomon b. Isaac (see p. 220) was described as 
an ‘‘average Jew” of the South, Eleazar of Mayence may 
be regarded as an average Jew of the North. Their main 
attitude towards life is the same, but there are nuances 
due to variations of social environment. 

A text of the Testament is printed, from a Munich MS., 
in M. Giidemann’s Quellenschriften (Berlin, 1891, pp. 295, 
seq.). A German translation had previously appeared 
in the Jiidische Presse, Berlin, 1870, p. 90. The present 
translation is made from a text prepared by collation 
of Giidemann’s edition with the Oxford MS. referred to. 


t For the choice of tit'e see above p. 207. As to 
the MS. authority for the first two paragraphs, see Notes 


to Hebrew text. 
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In the notes these sources are cited as G. and O. respec- 
tively. There is another copy of the Testament of Eleazar 
b. Samuel in the National Library Paris (Heb. Cat. No. 
837.16). It may be pointed out that one of the most 
significant features of this Testament is the author’s 
concern for the studies and occupations of his daughters. 

Among the directions for the author’s funeral is a curious 
order which often meets us, in more elaborate guise, in sub- 
sequent wills. The Midrash (Gen. Rabbah § 65, cf. 
Midrash on Ps. 11, ed. Buber p. 104), tells us how the in- 
fliction of the ‘‘four deaths’’, or older methods of execu- 
tion, was regarded as a penitential act of importance. 
Moreover, there is the more general idea that the death 
of a sinner atoned. Hence, as no man on earth is right- 
eous who sinneth not, it was held desirable by many 
authors of these Wills, that the ‘‘four deaths” should be 
symbolically inflicted on the remains. We have no doubt 
there is something of the same idea in the inclusion of 
passages relating to guilt involving the penalties of the four 
deaths in the confession on the Day of Atonement 
(Singer, Auth. Daily Prayer Book, p. 262). 


[My grandfather’s Testament to his children; 
and as it is a rule good for every God-fearer, I 
write it here, that all men may follow it.] 

[A worthy Testament, whose ways are ways 
of pleasantness; proven and seemly for publish- 
ing to all the people]. | 

These are the things which my sons and daugh- 
ters? shall do at my request. They shall go to 
the house of prayer morning and evening, and 


2 It is significant that the author throughout insis- 
tently includes his daughters in his admonition. 
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shall pay special regard to the Tephillah and 
the Shema‘. So soon as the service is over, 
they shall occupy themselves a little with the 
Torah, the Psalms, or with works of charity. 
Their business must be conducted honestly, 
in their dealings both with Jew and Gentile. 
They must be gentle in their manners, and 
prompt to accede to every honorable request. 
They must not talk more than is necessary, by 
this will they be saved from slander, falsehood, 
and frivolity. They shall give an exact tithe of 
all their possessions; they shall never turn away 
a poor man empty-handed, but must give him 
what they can, be it much or little. If he 
beg a lodging over night, and they know him 
not, let them provide him with the wherewithal 
to pay an inn-keeper.s Thus shall they satisfy 
the needs of the poor in every possible way. 


My daughters must obey scrupulously the 
rules applying to women; modesty, sanctity, 
reverence, should mark their married lives. They 
should carefully watch for the signs of the begin- 
ning of their periods and keep separate from 
their husbands at such times. Marital inter- 
course must be modest and holy, with a spirit of 
restraint and delicacy, in reverence and silence. 
They shall be very punctilious and careful with 
their ritual bathing, taking with them women 
friends of worthy character. They shall cover 
their eyes until they reach their home, on return- 


3 The texts vary beteween Heller and Mark as the 
name of the coins to be presented. 


nisis 209 


pyp ippynm? m>°an ane spn wpa adS-pna 
sym .oton mbna ww odna ww mn 
ODN) NPAT OY AWPD) ANOS. OND) ONwD 
a7 555 ome neiaS om yan wenn oy 
mma .yuxymos’> onatiay sh sowpay pin 
svyn any .niasdi sara yan pw Son idxp 
DM 48 op cy cp pw xdy .wsprta andy 
pron ps) poo wpap ox .wyo ja an yd 
JoxipoNd jw ow ws ew'>7 oY m1D»D? MIs 
boy ON MDD xy Mwpa bd ar qot by 
Sg ental 
boa joxy pad exo IND AP @win 
wows. qnond sion ombyan winadr ny 
sda) mesn xdba omdya oy nwipai nya 
IPIPT IND IND .Ap nwa WONKA FS. 
mini rows -Sindy inna mwyd jrmbd-apa 
sdw yn7ad yaw ty jry 10D"). 773 wap wy [Dy 


OTD. 

5 O 77. 

6G "DEK. 

7G). 8 O omits. 

9 O reads yp ana for this and the preceding word. 
10 G x 20DN>. 11 G ymo”5’. 12 Q omits. 


210 ETHICAL WILLS 


ing from the bath, in order not to behold any- 
thing of an unclean nature. They must respect 
their husbands, and must be invariably amiable 
to them. Husbands, on their part, must honor 
their wives more than themselves, and treat 
them with tender consideration. 

If they can by any means contrive it, my sons 
and daughters should livein communities, andnot 
isolated from other Jews, so that their sons and 
daughters may learn the ways of Judaism. Even 
if compelled to solicit from others the money to 
pay a teacher, they must not let the young, of 
both sexes, go without instruction in the Torah. 
Marry your children, O my sons and daughters, 
as soon as their age is ripe, to members of 
respectable families. Let no child of mine hunt 
after money by making a low match for that 
object; but if the family is undistinguished only 
on the mother’s side, it does not matter, for all 
Israel counts descent from the father’s side. 

Every Friday morning, they shall put them- 
selves in careful trim for honoring the Sabbath, 
kindling the lamps while the day is still great, 
and in winter lighting the furnace before dark, 
to avoid desecrating the Sabbath (by kindling 
fire thereon). For due welcome to the Sabbath, 
the women must prepare beautiful candles. As 
to games of chance, I entreat my children never 
to engage in such pastimes. During the leisure 
of the festival weeks they may play for trifling 
stakes in kind, and the women may amuse them- 
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selves similarly on New Moons, but never for 
money.4 In their relation to women, my sons 
must behave continently, avoiding mixed bath- 
ing and mixed dancing and all frivolous con- 
versation, while my daughters ought not to 
speak much with strangers, nor jest nor dance 
with them. They ought to be always at home, 
and not be gadding about. They should not 
stand at the door, watching whatever passes. 
I ask, I command, that the daughters of my house 
be never without work to do, for idleness leads 
first to boredom, then to sin. But let them 
spin, or cook, or sew. 


I earnestly beg my children to be tolerant 
and humble to all, as I was throughout my life. 
Should cause for dissension present itself, be slow 
to accept the quarrel; seek peace and pursue 
it with all the vigor at your command. Even 
if you suffer loss thereby, forbear and forgive, 
for God has many ways of feeding and sustaining 
Hiscreatures. To the slanderer do not retaliate 
with counter-attack; and though it be proper to 
rebut false accusations, yet is it most desirable 


4 The text is here defective, but this is apparently the 
meaning. It may denote that the author permits playing 
for stakes to be used by the men for providing festival 
meals and by the women for New Moon delicacies. 


24 O omits this and the preceding word. 
25 G NXOND. 26 or G, who corrects to on. 
O pnrd) fully justifies the correction. 
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to set an example of reticence. You yourselves 
must. avoid uttering any slander, for so will you 
win affection. In trade be true, never grasping 
at what belongs to another. For by avoiding 
these wrongs—-scandal, falsehood, money-grub- 
bing,—men will surely find tranquillity and af- 
fection. And against all evils, silence is the best 
safeguard. 

Now, my sons and daughters, eat and drink 
only what is necessary, as our good parents did, 
refraining from heavy meals, and holding the 
gross liver in detestation. The regular adoption 
of such economy in food leads to economy in 
expenditure generally, with a consequent re- 
luctance to pursue after wealth, but the acquisi- 
tion of a contented spirit, simplicity in diet, and 
many good results. Concerning such a well- 
ordered life the text says: ‘“The righteous eateth 
to the satisfaction of his desire.’’> Our teachers 
have said: ‘‘Method in expenditure is half a 
sufficiency.’’® Nevertheless, accustom your- 
selves and your wives, your sons and your daugh- 
ters, to wear nice and clean clothes, that God 
and man may love and honor you. In this direc- 
tion do not exercise too strict a parsimony. But 
on no account adopt foreign fashions in dress. 


5 Prov. 12.25. See Maim. De‘ ot 8.1. 
© Choice of Pearls, ch. 1, 
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After the manner of your fathers order your 
attire, and let your cloaks be broad without 
buckles attached. 


Be on your guard concerning vows, and cau- 
tious as to promises.?7 The breach of one’s 
undertakings leads to many lapses. Do not 
get into the habit of exclaiming ‘‘Gott!’’, but 
speak always of the ‘Creator, blessed be He’’; 
and in all that you propose to do, to day or to- 
morrow, add the proviso, “‘if the Lord wills, I 
shall do this thing.’”’ Thus remember God’s 
part in your life. 


Whatever happiness befall you, be it in mone- 
tary fortune or in the birth of children, be it 
some signal deliverances or any other of the 
many blessings which may come to you, be 
not stolidly unappreciative, like dumb cattle 
that utter no word of gratitude. But offer 
praises to the Rock who has befriended you, 
saying: ‘‘O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 
is good, for His mercy endureth for ever. Bles- 
sed art Thou, O Lord, who art good and dis- 
pensest good.’’ Besides thanking God for His 
bounties at the moment they occur, also in your 
regular prayers let the memory of these personal 
favors prompt your hearts to special fervor 
during the utterance of the communal thanks. 
When words of gratitude are used in the liturgy, 
pause to reflect in silence on the goodness of God 


7 The author’s words refer to the habit of saying 
“without vowing”, ‘‘without swearing,’”’ in forming a 
resolve which may be incapable of fulfilment. 
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31 G °95)}. 32 G omits. 
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p20)1»D. Gcorrectsasintext. 36 O yyy. 37 G75. 
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to you that day. And when ye make the re- 
sponse: ‘‘May Thy great Name be blessed,”’ call 
to mind your own personal experiences of the 
divine favor. 

Be very particular to keep your houses clean 
and tidy. I was always scrupulous on this point, 
for every injurious condition, and sickness and 
poverty, are to be found in foul dwellings. Be 
careful over the benedictions; accept no divine 
gift without paying back the Giver’s part; and 
His part is man’s grateful acknowledgment. 

Every one of these good qualities becomes 
habitual with him who studies the Torah; for 
that study indeed leads to the formation of a 
noble character. Therefore, happy is he who 
toilsin the Law! For this gracious toil fix daily 
times, of long or short duration, for ’tis the best 
of all works that a man can do. Week by week 
read at least the set portion with the commentary 
of Rashi. And when your prayer is ended day 
by day, turn ever to the word of God, in fulfil- 
ment of the Psalmist’s injunction, ‘passing 
from strength to strength.’’§ 

And O,mysonsand daughters, keep yourselves 
far from thesnareof frivolousconversation, which 
begins in tribulation and ends in destruction. 
Nor be ye found in the company of these light 
talkers. Judge ye rather every man charitably 


8 Ps. 84.8. 
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and use your best efforts to detect an honorable 
explanation of conduct however suspicious. Try 
to persuade yourselves that it was your neigh- 
bor’s zeal for some good end that led him to 
the conduct you deplore. This is the meaning 
of the exhortation: ‘‘In righteousness shalt thou 
judge thy neighbour’’*. To sum up, the fewer 
one’s idle words the less one’s risk of slander, 
lying, flattery,—all of them, things held in utter 
detestation by God. 

On holidays and festivals and Sabbaths seek 
to make happy the poor, the unfortunate, widows 
and orphans, who should always be guests at 
your tables; their joyous entertainment is a re- 
ligious duty. Let me repeat my warning 
against gossip and scandal. And as ye speak 
no scandal, so listen to none, for if there 
were no receivers there would be no bearers of 
slanderous tales; therefore the reception and 
credit of slander is as serious an offence as the 
originating of it. The less you say, the less cause 
you give for animosity, while “in the multitude 
of words there wanteth not transgression.’’?° 


9 Levit. 19.15. to Proy. 10.19. 
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Always be of those who see and are not seen, who 
hear and are not heard. Accept no invitations 
to banquets, except to such as are held for re- 
ligious reasons: at weddings and at meals pre- 
pared for mourners, at gatherings to celebrate 
entry into the covenant of Abraham, or at assem- 
blies in honor of the wise. Games of chance for 
money stakes, such as dicing, must be avoided. 
And as I have again warned you on that head, 
again let me urge you to show forbearance and 
humility to all men, to ignore abuses levelled at 
you, but the indignant refutation of charges 
against your moral character is fully justifiable. 

Be of the first ten in Synagogue, rising be- 
times for the purpose. Pray steadily with the 
congregation, giving due value to every letter 
and word, seeing that there are in the Shema‘ 248 
words, corresponding to the 248 limbs in the 
human body™. Be careful too to let the prayer 
for redemption be followed immediately by the 
eighteen benedictions. Do not talk during ser- 
vice, but listen to the Precentor, and respond 
‘“‘Amen”’ atthe proper time. After the morning 
prayer, read the Chapter about the Manna”, 
the passages associated with it, and the eleven 
verses,'} with due attention to clear enunciation. 
Then recite a Psalm in lieu of a reading in the 


1 This is an old idea, just as the following is an old 
liturgical rule. 

12 Exod. 16: 

73 Collections of Scripture passages consisting of 
eleven verses are to be found in several editions of the daily 
liturgy. 
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Torah; though it were well not to omit the latter, 
passing, as I said above, from strength to strength, 
from prayer to the Bible, before turning to 
worldly pursuits. Or if ye can perform some 
act of loving-kindness, it is accounted as equal 
to the study of the Law. 

I beg of you, my sons and daughters, my wife, 
and all the congregation, that no funeral ora- 
tion be spoken in my honor. Do not carry my 
body on a bier but in a coach. Wash me clean, 
comb my hair, trim my nails, as I was wont to 
do in my life-time, so that I may go clean to my 
eternal rest, as I went clean to Synagogue every 
Sabbath day. If the ordinary officials dis- 
like the duty, let adequate payment be made to 
some poor man who shall render this service 
carefully and not perfunctorily. Ata distance 
of thirty cubits from the grave, they shall set 
my coffin on the ground, and drag me to the 
grave by a rope attached to the coffin. Every 
four cubits they shall stand and wait awhile, 
doing this in all seven times, so that I may find 
atonement for my sins.4 Put me in the ground 


%4 See introduction above, p. 208. 
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at the right hand of my father, and if the space 
be a little narrow, I am sure that he loves me 
well enough to make room for me by his side. 
If this be altogether impossible, put me on his 
left, or near my grandmother, Yuta. Should 
this also be impractical, let me be buried by the 
side of my daughter. 
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A REGIMEN OF SELF-TAXATION AND 
THE TESTAMENT OF SOLOMON 
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XI 
A REGIMEN OF SELF-TAXATION 


AND THE TESTAMENT OF SOLOMON 
SON OF ISAAC. 


Solomon, son of the “‘holy’’ R. Isaac son of Zadok, was 
a Provencal (or Spanish) Jew of the fourteenth or fifteenth 
century. He seems, however, to have lived in an Arabic- 
speaking country, possibly Egypt. Though his father is 
described as ‘‘Holy’’, it does not necessarily mean that he 
was a martyr. Steinschneider (Cat. Leyden, p. 264) con- 
jectures that Solomon lived in the fifteenth century; 
Schechter suggests (Studies in Judaism, I, 166) the four- 
teenth century. Besides the Leyden MS. there is also 
ene in Paris, in the Bibliothéque Nationale (No. 710). 
A fragment from an independent MS. also appeared in 
ap 1894, 

The document containing his Testament consists of 
two parts. The formal Testament occurs in the second 
part; the first part is much the more piquant. It contains 
the rules of self-taxation which the author also recom- 
mends his children to maintain. Solomon ben Isaac is 
characterized by Schechter (J. Q. R., first series, v, 112) as 
an average Jew of the Middle Ages. Not a scholar by 
profession, he nevertheless devotes part of every day to 
study. Despite his self-inflicted fines for lapses into in- 
dulgence, he is no ascetic. ‘‘He rather likes his dinner 
and enjoys his glass of wine, but he exercises a strict con- 
trol over his comforts.”’ 

In the second part (J.0.R., v, 114) he offers some fine 


moral counsels, which he desires his children to read once 
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a week. They are to commend the same course to their 
own children in turn, and so throughout the generations. 
With his Testament they are also to read two letters of 
Nahmanides, one of which in praise of humility, is printed 
above (p. 95) and the other, in praise of chastity, below (p. 
229). The first letter was addressed to Nahmanides’ son 
Nahman, the second (according to both Steinschneider and 
Schechter), to Nahmanides’ son Solomon. The writer of 
this Testament asks them always to have a volume of the 
Talmud or other rabbinic work spread on a stool, so that 
they can open it whenever occasion presents itself. At 
all events they should read four lines from any book they 
select before every meal. They must train all their child- 
ren to study the Torah, but one of the family should de- 
vote his whole time to it. And it shall be the duty of his 
brothers to support this one, and to invest his money, and 
to provide that he and his family may live respectably, 
so that he be not distracted by worldly cares from his 
studies. Solomon is an advocate of the system of paying 
the tithe. Very interesting is the author’s injunction 
that his children ‘‘shall apply all their powers to main- 
tain the synagogues and schools which our ancestors have 
built, as well as continue the endowments established by 
my ancestors and myself.’? They must, he continues, 
endeavor to imitate their forbears, and “they must always 
remember that they come of a good family.”’ A fine type 
this, and generous, of family pride. 

The Hebrew text here printed is derived from Schechter’s 
edition in the first series of the Jewish Quarterly Review, 
Vol. V. pp. 112-117. The English translation there given, 
has been freely used here, but not exactly copied. This 
edition is referred to in the Notes as S; the variants from 
the Paris MS. as P. A portion of the text is also printed 
(from an independent MS.) in the Hebrew periodical 
apn 1894. This is collated as Y. 
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These are the regulations which I, Solomon, 
son of the holy: Rabbi Isaac, the son of Zadok, 
of blessed memory, have drawn up for myself :— 

That so long as I enjoy good health, am free 
from constraint,? and think of it, I shall not 
eat on any day before I have studied one page 
of the Talmud or of one of its commentaries. 
Should I transgress this rule intentionally, I 
must not drink wine on that day, or I shall pay 
half a ducat* to charity. Again, that I shall 
read every week the Pentateuchal Lesson twice 
in the Hebrew text, and once in the Aramaic 
version. Should I intentionally omit completing 
the Lesson as above, then I must pay two ducats 
tocharity. Again, that I shall take three meals 
every Sabbath, consisting of bread or fruit. 
Should I intentionally omit to do so, I must give 
in charity half a ducat. Again, in order to 
subdue my appetites, and to restrain myself 
from enjoying in this world more than is ne- 
cessary for the maintenance of my body, I 
must not eat at one meal more than one course 
of meat, or more than two courses altogether; 
nor must I drink more than two cups of wine at 
one meal, apart from the blessing cup,’ except on 
Sabbath, Festivals, Hanukkah, New Moon, and 


t Perhaps (but not necessarily) a martyr, a common 
sense of Kadosh. It also, however, means mystic. 

2 Schechter renders ‘‘accident’’. 

2* On the denomination of the coins called here (and 
in Ibn Tibbon’s Testament) simply gold piece (Zehub), see 
Zunz, Zur Geschichte. pp. 545, 552, 563, 564. 

3 The cup over which the grace after meals is said. 
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at religious banquets.4 Again, I must not have 
any regular meal on Fridays, nor on the day pre- 
ceding a Festival if that day be not itself a 
Saturday, but shall be satisfied with a single 
course, so that I may enter upon the Sabbath or 
holiday with a keen appetite. Should I trans- 
gress this rule intentionally, I shall have to fast 
a day, or pay two ducats. Again, that I shall 
not eat the fish called barbottes in French and shult 
in Arabic, so long as I do not forget. Even on 
the above-mentioned days, I must not eat more 
than three courses at a meal, nor drink more 
than three cups of wine exclusive of the blessing 
cup, or a cup of which it is a duty to partake. 
And this on the conditions written above. 

Again I must not swear by God, nor mention 
the name of Heaven without a purpose, nor 
curse any man in the name of God. Should I, 
God forbid, transgress this, I must not drink 
more than one cup of wine on that day, ex- 
clusive of the blessing-cup, provided that I 
remember. Should I, however, transgress this 
after dinner, I must abstain from wine the fol- 
lowing day, if I do not forget. If, while re- 
membering, I transgress this rule, I have to pay 
half a ducat to charity. 


4 Such as wedding dinners, 

5 On the barbuta (usually identified with the sturgeon) 
see L. Low, Gesammelte Schriften 11 260. The full Arabic 
name is hut ash-shuli and is identified with the sturgeon 
by the Latin translator (p. 41) of a text published by 
Dozy (Le Calendrier de Cordoue de l'année 961, Leiden, 
1873). I have to thank Prof. A. Bevan for this information. 
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Again, that I shall rise up every night to 
praise God, to supplicate for His mercy, and to 
confess. This shall be the rule on such nights 
on which confession is permissible. On other 
nights,° I shall say hymns and Psalms. Every 
night that I am at home, in good health, and 
free from constraint, and fail to perform the acts 
referred to, I must not drink more than one cup 
of wine the following day, exclusive of the cup 
of blessing, unless the morrow happens to be a 
Sabbath or Festival. 

Moreover, I take upon myself to set aside for 
charitable objects the following taxes on my 
expenditure :—Of every garment which I have 
made for myself or for a member of my house- 
hold, costing ten ducats or more, I must pay 
one peseta for every ten ducats. Again, if I 
should buy an animal or a servant, or a hand- 
maid, or land, I must pay at the same rate. 
And if I buy clothes by way of trade, I must 
pay two pesetas for every garment which they 
call fasa. As often as I am bound to say the 
benediction ha-gomel,’ I shall pay a ducat, ex- 
cept when I am travelling, in which case I shall 
have to pay the aforesaid ducat only when I 
reach my home, and two pesetas daily during the 
journey. Again for every bird bought for or 
by me, costing a ducat or more, I must pay 
a peseta. If the price be below a ducat but 
not less than half a ducat, I must pay half a 
peseta. If the price be between half a ducat and 

6 i, e. Sabbath and festivals. 

? The benediction recited in synagogue by one who 
has undergone some dangerous experience, among which 
travelling was included. 


AIRS 224 


s7a5 mawS nd5) moS Soa onpnen 
paisa qaw moda jap moamdiy pannndy 
smnavin nrpw aod moins mdday nrind 
ow xdba ena man maa maxw mod Som 
sanve xboy mbynb nonw and enwyrx xdi,one 
mona bw pisn yin ans ond NOS yp? OY ims 
smoyp> ononn one mm xd on 
pon onan Son onssinn wspad my 
ma owixd mwyxw radon Son 77 os) nnd 
oynod) paint aawy oDonn mw San 221 
moma mMps ox) oan aawy Sd owp jnew 
.DIDDT 1D YIDRW YPIP IN ANDY IN TAY IN 
ODIwD ow Inxw ,7ATIND>S OID TPN ON 
21ND WaRw oyD $D1:mOND pripy ta 55 
qaqa nada yin jz qnaw ,Sounm qaab 
yorw ora sos ain ar yd arynnos xdby 
Doni sora powa ow oom axw taba cmad 
adynd sim mrp maps wd pw Ary Ay 
siaexsn ay mynd) aii aw m1 owe JNRw 
bwe Ty mvod) aiexnD Tw nD). .owe xn 


2 Supply mvyss which is missing in the MSS. 


225 ETHICAL WILLS 


a peseta, I must pay atrifle. For every load of 
wood bought by or for me, I must pay a 
peseta; for every kid two pesetas, for every fish 
costing a ducat and upwards, a peseta for every 
ducat. 

And if I shall be held worthy by God to marry 
my children, and to be present at their entrance 
under the canopy, I shall command them to 
give from the dowry brought to them by their 
wives, whether in money or in kind, at the rate 
of one percent. So, if God bless me with sons, 
I shall give for every son according to my means 
atthetime. And in addition to this, between 
New Year and the Day of Atonement in each 
year, I shall calculate my profit-balance, and 
give a tithe of it. Should I be unable to make 
an exact calculation, I will give approximately 
according to my impression of the proper sum. 
And I will include this tithe together with all 
the money accumulated as above, and the total 
shall be set aside for religious purposes, to 
dispose of as I deem best. I also retain the 
liberty to employ the money in any speculation 
which promises gain, in order to augment the 
fund for charitable purposes. 


All the penalties which I have assumed on 
myself shall not fall due if my transgressions be 
the result of forgetfulness; but in order to guard 
against that, I shall read this through weekly 
if I remember to do so. 

I also command my children (whom may God 
preserve and make worthy of performing His 
will) to take upon themselves as many of the 
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above regulations as may be in their power to 
observe. They shall in their turn ordain them 
on their children, and so throughout the genera- 
tions for ever. And whoever puts pressure on 
himself to keep these rules, and to add others of 
his own formulation, on him may a blessing 
descend. 


And this is the text of the Testament which I, 
the aforesaid Solomon, have drawn up for my | 
children, may God preserve them! That each 
of them shall pray thrice daily, and strive to 
utter his prayers with devotion. Again, that 
prayers shall be said in the Bet Hamidrash® or 
in the Synagogue together with the congregation. 
Again, that each shall apply all his power to 
maintain the synagogues and houses of study 
and the endowments which our fathers, and I 
also, have built and established. Let each en- 
deavor to imitate them to the end that good 
work shall never cease from among them. 


Again, that each shall always have in his house 
a chair on which a volume or two of the Talmud, 
or any other talmudical work, shall rest; so 
that he can always open a book when he comes 
home. Let him read what he can, making it a 
duty to read in any book he likes at least four 


8 Used for study and for prayer. 


nisSXis 226 


Om TIDt oaEw yor bo xbs ona arynns xd 
coms map ody onbap onnm nom ot 
'Sxn one a5 mexn oc) DIN ON |YIawWA 
xo omy iSapw tymxod. incind oom 
Mase) 1 Toyo, eae at oS oa 
sma b> po ay ,omadS omar ,omiad 
oo ama mann: Sanend wxy prim boi 
trons poy nan bs 

225 non aby Nw cn SY ONY ND’ AN 
boa opys 070 Ins 95 Soar 1 Oxn one 
sonv. .omoa inden xonw Stneew vo 
banww .axn oy noon ma IN yrs 
‘nam nyo nan oarp> ind>> 55 ony ans b> 
br Max WPM waw mMwtpAM nwt 
riya .ame> smwy> ans $5 Sanww .2"1 28 
55> ond awn mwyp pop xbw 

Sopp imaa pn ono ans $55 aw) 
7ZP AND IND Is TSN ow Iw Sapo poy 
Dory mo 8p .1ma> waa DD mnDw paya 


msyw po apwa nipd ixy arm .miap> 


4 Some word must be supplied: perhaps nm DYyD. 
sYadds3. ¢S.7pD. 7 Yr. 3 Y mod. 


227 ETHICAL WILLS 


lines before taking his meal. Again that he shall 
not omit to read every week the Pentateuchal 
Lesson twice in the Hebrew text and once in 
the Aramaic version.? He shall partake, on 
every Sabbath, of three meals, consisting if pos- 
sible of bread, and, if not, of fruits. 

Again, that he shall be ever modest, merciful 
and charitable, for it is for these qualities that 
the seed of Israel is renowned.” Let, also, his 
aim and thought be directed day and night to the 
service of the Creator, and be as charitable and 
benevolent as possible, for this is all that remains 
to man of all his labor. He shall also endeavor, 
to the utmost of his ability, to regulate his diet 
according to the rules laid down by R. Moses"! 
in the fourth chapter of the Introductory Section 
of his Code so as to fulfil the words of Scripture :? 
“The righteous man eateth to the satisfying 
of his soul.” 

He shall, moreover, be careful not to mention 
the name of God in vain, to be honest in all his 
business transactions, and to deal in just measure. 

Each of them shall have the obligation to train 
his children to the study of the Torah, and to 
strive that one shall devote his whole life to the 
study thereof. All his children and household 
shall be directed in the right way and in the 
service of the Creator. And it shall be the duty 
of his brothers to support the one who makes 


» T. B. Berakot 8a. 1 T, B. Yebamot 79a. 
11 Maimonides. 2 Proverbs 13.28. 
3 Levit. 19.36. S. renders ‘‘let their yea be always 


yea. 
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the Torah his life work, to invest his moneys, 
making provision that he and his family may 
live respectably.*4 


Let the elder brother love the younger as his 
own child, and the younger respect the elder as a 
father. Thus may they bear in mind that they 
are of a God-fearing family. Let each of them 
love and honor scholars, so that they may 
have scholars for their sons and sons-in-law.'s 


Each of my children shall be bound to read 
this Will through once a week, and undertake to 
follow its directions. He shall also make it in- 
cumbent upon his children, and they upon their 
children, from generation to generation, to ac- 
cept its teachings,’ in order to fulfil the Scrip- 
ture:? ‘‘For I have known him to the end that 
he may command his children and his household 
after him, that they may keep the way of the 
Lord, to do righteousness and justice.’’ Then 
will be fulfilled in them that which is written in 
the text: ‘‘And as for Me, this is My covenant 
with them, saith the Lord; My spirit which is 
upon thee, and My words which I have put 
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy 


1% S, adds: ‘‘So that he be not distracted by worldly 
cares from his studies.’’ 


i T. B. Shabbat 23b. 

16 See S. Or ‘‘to perform its terms.”’ 
17 Gen, 18.19, 

% Isaiah 59.21. 
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ts S. ny. 
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seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and 
forever!”’ 


And as often as they read this Testament, they 
shall also read the two letters, written below, 
which R. Moses b. Nahman sent to his sons, 
in order that they may profit from the admoni- 
tions contained in them. They shall also read 
the regulations to which I myself submitted, so 
that they also may carry out such of them as 
they are able. For, from the reading of all 
these things they will derive great advantage, 
provided that they read them in the right spirit. 
Should, heaven forbid, they be by any sad ac- 
cident prevented from fulfilling any of the fore- 
going injunctions, they must hold themselves 
bound to abstain from drinking wine on that 
or on the following day, or shall deprive them- 
selves of something at table or shall give some 
coin to charity as a fine for their delinquency. 
The purpose of this is that each of them shall 
be constantly on guard in these matters, so as 
to receive on himself the yoke of the kingdom 
of Heaven. And let the fear of God be ever 
present that they sin not, for the fear of God is 
life-giving. 

The Letter which R. Moses b. Nahman, of 
blessed memory, sent from the Holy Land to 
Barcelona: ‘‘Hearken my son to the instruction 
of thy father,’’ etc. 


And this is the Letter which the above-men- 
tioned Rabbi sent while in the Land of Israel 


19 For text of this letter see above p. 95, 
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to Castile, where his son was standing before 
the King.” 


"As a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord 
thy God chasteneth thee.’’? ‘‘The Lord bless 
thee and keep thee’’??—keep thee from sin, keep 
thee from punishment. 


Our lord the King David, of blessed memory, 
begot a son wise and prudent, like unto whom 
there was none before or after him. Neverthe- 
less, David laid on him the injunction: ‘‘Keep the 
charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in His ways, 
to keep His statutes, and His commandments, and 
His ordinances, and His testimonies, according 
to that which is written in the Law of Moses, 
that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest 
and whithersoever thou turnest thyself.’’?3 More- 
over, he said: ‘“‘And thou, Solomon my son, 
know the God of thy father, and serve Him with 
a whole heart and with a willing mind; for the 
Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts; if thou seek 
Him, He will be found of thee; but if thou for- 
sake Him, He will cast thee off for ever.’?4- Now, 
my son, measure thyself with Solomon and thou 
wilt find thyself a worm—not a man, merely 
a creeping thing on the earth; yet if thou wilt 
seek God He will aggrandize thee and raise thee 
from degree to degree, while if thou forsake Him, 
spurned and forsaken art thou! 


20 Intheroyal service. 
2x Deut. 8.5, 22 Num. 6.24. 
23 II Kings 2.3. 24 I Chron. 28.9. 


i 


nisyys 230 


sqoon p> amy ia nyna xy dS-uwsp> Osa 
219909 o>oN ‘11a NN WS AD” AWND 
10 Jrow .xvnn yo 24 70w !qqnw nm JID 
lwnyn 
oon ja Pon 24A"y tt bon wnt mn 
op xb pans) ppd 2mm xd wp. WE .pan 
a n7own ns now ,roNd 1 my NIM m2 
pmxoi ympin miawd1 porta nooo -pabs 
mw NTN ANID NY AWD) PNITY) PODwD) 
msi mwyn aws b> nsx Swn yynd =cqtay) 
22 moby ans1 15 tox TY) :ow mIpNn AWE b> 
mypn wea ody ada intayi asx cnds ns yt 
Os pan mawnn ax S21 'A wart maad 55° 
qos) ay qrap waryn on 47> exo wath 
ms °D xxom moby a2 Joxy aon pia 
D"DYN) .TOINT 2>wn ID wor ws dy nydin 
on) yoy aby eabyom 4d, wath on 


SINS AWY) 277 WAYN 


20 Y PD. 2: YandSomit. 2 Y and S. omit. 

22 Y 7M). 23 So the MSS. add; but in MT the 
bracketed words do not occur. There are also other 
variants from the MT. 

24 P, adds ivan (cancelled). 25 So Y. But S wor. 

26 Yomits1qbay. 27 So Y and P.S pr. 
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Myson! Take care to recite the Shema‘ morn- 
ing and evening and the Eighteen Benedictions 
three times every day. At thy meals, say the 
blessing before and after, in the proper form. 
Let nothing prevent thee from reading the Lesson 
from the Law every Sabbath. Acquire an ac- 
curate copy of the Pentateuch, and take it with 
thee wherever thou goest, that (the law) de- 
part not out of thy presence, but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night, for then thou 
shalt make thy ways prosperous and then thou 
shalt have good success.’s 

My son! ‘Cast thy burden upon the Lord !?6” 
for the thing which thou believest far from thee 
is often very near. Know again, that thou art 
not master over thy words, nor hast power 
over thy hand; but everything is in the hand of 
God to do (as He wills). Set thy heart ever to 
the thoughts:” ‘‘Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it,’”’ (while, 
if the Lord build it, they labor in vain that throw 
it down); ‘‘except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain’’ (while if the 
Lord keep the city, the watchman’s toil is un- 
necessary). 

Know that the olden sages likened the king 
with woman.* Take heed to stand in the court- 
yard in awe and rectitude; and beware of the wo- 
men (of the court?) never to be drawn by their 
cords. Know that our God hates unchastity, and 
Balaam could in no other way injure Israel than 


as After Joshua 1.8. 2% Ps 55.23. 
a7*Ps..312731: 28 See note on Hebrew text. 
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28 Y pay) oan. 29 P. "707. 30 S. Pp. 

Fie y TOW) OVO. yar, pine. 

33 P. wrongly adds 701. 

34 In the Leyden MS. is the word 7wxm, but partly 
cancelled. P. reads WNT. 

3s Here the MSS. have oan. S. corrects to nan. 

36 So S. corrects from the xX of the MSS. 

37 MSS. omaya. 
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by inciting them with the daughters of Moab.79 
For he who commits this offence, profanes the 
Covenant of Abraham our father, since this is the 
purpose of circumcision. He excludes himself 
from the community of Israel, the people of 
the God of Abraham. Such a one is termed 
disloyal to God, as it is said:° ‘‘We have 
broken faith with our God, and have married 
foreign women of the peoples of the land.”’ 
He is further termed a trespasser: ‘‘And Ezra 
the priest stood up and said unto them: Ye 
have broken faith and married foreign women to 
increase the trespass of Israel.’’3! He is also 
termed a transgressor, as it is said:3? ‘‘for we 
have greatly transgressed in this matter.’’ And 
he is termed treacherous and abominable, a pro- 
faner of the sacred things of the Lord which He 
loveth, and he makes himself hateful to Heaven, 
for it is written:3 ‘Judah hath dealt treach- 
erously, and an abomination is committed in 
Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned 
the holiness of the Lord which He loveth, and 
hath married the daughter of a strange god. 
May the Lord cut off to the man that doeth this, 
him that calleth and him that answereth out of 
the tents of Jacob, and him that bringeth an 
offering unto the Lord of hosts.”’ That is to 
say, He will cut off the seed of such a one, who 


7 Num. 25. A section which follows immediately on 
the parables of Balaam. 

30 Ezra 10.2. 3x Ezra 10.10, 32 Tb. verse 13. 

33 Malachi 2.10-12. 
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will have none to call or answer in the tents of 
Jacob, among those who bring offerings and 
serve that honored Name. Measure for meas- 
ure! He bears children unto other gods, and 
the Lord of hosts cuts him off so that he has 
no seed to serve Him. They were transgressors 
in Israel in their body,34 and the Lord will turn 
the wheel over them.35 

My son! Remember me always, let the 
image of my countenance be ever before thee, 
never leaving thee. Love not that which thou 
knowest me to loathe. Thou wilt be ever with 
me. Keep my commandments and live. Have 
always on thy lips the Scripture3® “I ama so- 
journer in the earth; hide not Thy commandment 
from me.’’ And God, who is good and the 
Dispenser of good, shall increase thy well-being, 
and prolong thy life in happiness, and promote 
~ thy honor and prosperity according to thy wish, 
and the wish of thy father who bore thee—Moses 
son of Nahman. 


4 Or themselves. 
35 Prov. 20.26: a figure of retribution. 
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XII 
PROTHANATION OF MOSES RIMOS 


The interest in this poem is partly literary, partly cir- 
cumstantial. Its inclusion in the present volume was 
suggested to the editor, and the suggestion accepted, 
because while it is not technically a Will, it was written 
in the immediate expectation of death (hence the title 
Prothanation invented for it here). Undeniably it is in 
itself an attractive composition. That one whose end 
was so imminent should indite so artificial a poem is not 
an altogether unique literary fact. Another, later, in- 
stance (of the year 1586) may be seen in Isaac D’Israeli’s 
Curiosities of Literature, in which are cited the lines, full 
of quaint and intricate conceits, written by Chidiock Titch- 
bourne, in the Tower of London, on the night preceding 
his execution on a charge of treason. It must be conceded, 
however, that the poem of Moses Rimos is immeasurably 
the more elaborate and _ recondite. 


Moses Rimos was a physician born probably in Majorca 
and settled in Sicily. When only twenty-four years of 
age, he was arrested in Palermo, about 1430, on a charge 
of poisoning a patient. Such false accusations were not 
uncommon in the middle ages; they arose from popular 
prejudice as well as from professional jealousy. The 
reader may refer on this point to M. Giidemann, 
Geschichte des Erziehungswesens und der Cultur der Juden 
in Italien, p. 237. 


Very little is known of the poet, beyond what his poem 
conveys. There is one further reference to him, written 
in a MS. which was a gift or inheritance from Rimos to 


Rieti. As Moses Rieti died c. 1460, the date of Moses 
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Rimos seems fixed for the early part of the fifteenth 
century. The same entry confirms the martyrdom of 
Rimos, ‘‘who died for the sanctification of the Name,” 
and another entry in the same volume records that Moses 
Rimos ‘‘died for the sanctification of the Name, when 
bandits came from the West, and he is buried in Palermo, 
outside the city under the wall.’’ This reference to 
‘bandits’? is not consistent with Rimos’ own account, 
but he, too, asserts that he could have saved his life by an 
apostasy to which he indignantly refused his assent. His 
martyrdom was indeed an act of ‘sanctification of the 
Name’ of God. 


Full discussions of the points involved regarding the 
life and period of Rimos, will be found in L. Dukes, Zur 
rabbinischen Spruchkunde, p. 85; Zunz, Zur Literatur- 
geschichte der synagogalen Poeste, p. 523, Anhang, p. 46; 
M. Steinschneider, He-chaluz, iv, 67; D. Kaufmann, Stein- 
schneider Festschrift (1896), p. 227; N. Slousch in Cen- 
tenarto della nascita dt Michele Amari, vol. ii, p. 186. 


The poem was first printed in He-chaluz (loc. cit.); in 
the critical notes this edition (or rather the Berlin MS. on 
which it is based) is referred toasS. Another edition by 
A. Cahana (referred to as C.) is known to the present 
editor only from the useful edition by Slousch (re- 
ferred to as Sl.). Slousch’s edition (which is to be found 
in the Centenario as cited above) is based on an Oxford 
MS., Cat. Neubauer No. 2578 (here referred to as O.), 
which has been specially re-collated for the present edition. 
Slousch’s French rendering and annotations have proved 
of considerable service. But the Hebrew text is in several 
passages corrupt, though the general sense is clear. Moses 
Rimos possibly had in mind the talmudic story of Eleazar 
son of Durdaya who, rendered desperate by his announced 
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exclusion from the possibility of repentance for his sins, 
invoked successively the hills and dales, heaven and earth, 
sun and moon, stars and planets, to appeal on his behalf 
for pardon. Though these failed Eleazar, his own con- 
trition won its way to the throne of mercy (T. B. A- 
bodah Zarah 17a). Moses Rimos regards the elements 
and many another force in nature and man as more sym- 
pathetic with his sorrow. The poet describes how the 
Universe of Nature and of Philosophy, the Oral and Writ- 
ten Law, Jewish and Greek learning, all masterpieces of 
science, grieve at the undeserved catastrophe that has 
befallen the author. The very Signs of the Zodiac are 
involved in the general lamentation. But his faith tri- 
umphs and he dies with a declaration of firm trust. The 
whole episode is at once fantastic and fascinating. The 
young scientist, proficient in “the three tongues’ (he 
uses the technical medieval phrase), about to perish on a 
trumped-up indictment, spent his last evening on earth 
in composing an elaborate acrostic on his name. In it 
are close parallels to the poem of an earlier Moses Rimos 
(see especially lines 64-69 of the epistle published by 
Kaufmann). Yet amid all this artificiality is seen the 
natural, simple, immovable piety of the man. His ‘‘Pro- 
thanation”’ thus possesses a value which transcends its 
literary worth, though as literature its quality is by no 
means insignificant. 


[I keened it on the last day,' whereon they 
told me that on the morrow they would execute 
me. Woe unto me!]. May it be the divine 
will that my death be an atonement for my 


1Perhaps “‘on the last day (of his life)’”’; or on ‘‘the first 
day of the week’’—Sunday: or ‘‘on a certain day”. 
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iniquities! In bitter weeping,? without thought 
or reflection, I [Moses Rimos] have taken up 
the pen, crying as I write. I adjure by the 
Lord, God of Israel, that whosoever may 
become possessed of this elegy shall transcribe 
it and read it, and send it to others, until it 
reach the hand of my desolated relatives. 
Indicated therein} is my name, Moses Rimos. 
Woe unto me! (Itisa month of lamentation, for 
through our sins was the sanctuary laid waste). 


Who had believed that, as a churl dieth, 
Would die a sage, a seeker after God ?4 


And that, as an ox is led to slaughter,5 
Moses, the man of God, would be borne along? 


The Attribute of Justice accuses me, ’gainst 
me are incensed 
The Ze‘er Appin and the Ba‘al ha-hotem;° 
The shining Face has withdrawn its brilliance, 
And the Ancient of Days has closed his ear. 
The Absolute Being, One Incorporeal, 
Efficient, Formal and Final Cause, Eternal. 


The Wise, the Potent, the Willing, Changeless 
and Formless. 


A gyi Ys 

3In acrostic. 

4hTeSami3:'393" Panis: 296353" 

Jer. 11. 19. 

6Cabbalistic terms, indicating the divine anger and 
long-suffering. The succeeding terms are derived in part 
from the Cabbalistic doctrine of the Spheres. 
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iniquities! In bitter weeping,? without thought 
or reflection, I [Moses Rimos] have taken up 
the pen, crying as I write. I adjure by the 
Lord, God of Israel, that whosoever may 
become possessed of this elegy shall transcribe 
it and read it, and send it to others, until it 
reach the hand of my desolated relatives. 
Indicated therein} is my name, Moses Rimos. 
Woe unto me! (It isa month of lamentation, for 
through our sins was the sanctuary laid waste). 


Who had believed that, as a chur! dieth, 
Would die a sage, a seeker after God ?4 
And that, as an ox Is led to slaughter, 
Moses, the man of God, would be borne along? 
The Attribute of Justice accuses me, ’gainst 
me are incensed 
The Ze‘er Appin and the Ba‘al ha-hotem;° 
The shining Face has withdrawn its brilliance, 
And the Ancient of Days has closed his ear. 
The Absolute Being, One Incorporeal, 
Efficient, Formal and Final Cause, Eternal. 
The Wise, the Potent, the Willing, Changeless 
and Formless. 


sd f1 5 HAS Sy: 

3In acrostic. 

41Sami.3;°353" Ps 14. 2953.43; 

Jer. 11. 19. 

SCabbalistic terms, indicating the divine anger and 
long-suffering. The succeeding terms are derived in part 
from the Cabbalistic doctrine of the Spheres. 
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My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?? 
Evil fate and corruption of choice,’ 
With a hidden mystery were among my 
disturbers. 
For verily the guerdon of transgression is 
wrath. 
For this my heart trembles and quakes. 
Ye holy princes, fathers of eld, a Lament 
Raise ye, O Crown, Wisdom and Intelligence— 
Love, Justice, with Mercy, 
Splendor, Victory, Foundation, World, the 
Shekinah! 
Again have the depths of Nothingness gathered, 
The Shade passeth on the day my shade 
passes and I die;? 
Were I impenitent to the Lord, I would requite 
Eye for eye—thus did I swiftly decide. 
Abstract Intelligences, Chieftains on high, 
Angels of Peace bitterly weep; 
They whose essence and high quality resides 
in Intelligence 


MPa earee 

8 Abuse of the power to exercise free will on the 
part of his enemies has made it possible for these to wrong 
him. 

* Sl. refers to the fancy that his shadow precedes a 
man when he dies. 
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Will vainly moan on the day they slay me.” 
The Active Intellect will make mourning, 
So my thoughts answer in my agitation™: 
For none will be left, fit to receive 
As I can, the flow of human thought.” 
The heavens put on blackness, and sackcloth 
The Spheres have donned as their garment; 
At my death Araboth™ ceaseth; nor yearns 
After its wont to reach out to the sons of the 
mighty. 
Astonished be the heavens” at the cruelty of my 
end— 
HES orbit of the stars deviates from its central 
ine.*5 
As a Lamb, as a Bull they conduct me, 
My hands and feet are en-7winned below”. 
Lo, backwards as the Crab goeth, 
My hands are tied, my neck broken; 
While my executioner at my right is as Satan, 
His figure as a Lion eager for prey. 
Lo, with cry of the Virgin crieth he that appeals 
For the Scales of justice, asking with none to 
answer, 


10 Ps, 39.7. The line may be rendered: On the day 
they who roar in vanity slay me. 


"Job. 20. 2. "Or: there will remain no human intelli- 
gence capable as I to receive inspiration. On Araboth 
(Psalm 68.5), cf. T. B. Hagigah 12; cf. Maimonides, Guide, 
II. 4 on the angelic power of ideas to move the spheres. 
Myer: 2. 12. Or: the reference is to the equator. 
16In these and the following lines allusion is made to the 
signs of the Zodiac. 
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Chastized is he as by a Scorpion,"? bound” by the 
cord 
A bent Bow is directed against him. 
Lo, as the Goat is rent they fain would rend me, 
Woe to the eyes that behold such a thing! 
I could drain in a Bucket the tears of my eye 
Until the Fishes might swarm therein. 
Moan and lamentations’? the planets?° 
Will raise, confounded are the errant stars; 
Saturn is idle, that dependeth on me, 

For my wisdom is become a cast-off counsel.”* 
The just man perisheth, a soul noble and true, 
Jupiter” sighs, that attends at his steps,”3 

Mars grows pale for a skilful healer 
Condemned and slain, whom the prince of 
peace hath spurned. 
Majestic in beauty, of the shining face, 
Venus withdraws her light at the death of the 
innocent; 
Mercury is anguished for a ready scribe, 


7] Kings 12. 11. 

18 Or pained, wounded. 

19 Ezekiel 2. 10. 

20 In the next lines various constellations are named. 

21 Cf. T. B. Shabbat 156a. 

2% Note the many word-plays which are untranslat- 
able. 

23 Isaiah 41. 2. 
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In the three tongues*4 was he proficient. 
Lo, even the Moon refuses to shine, 
’5’The stars are eclipsed on theday I amsmitten; 
And o’er the Sun, tented among them, 
Darkness shall spread when I am put to death. 
The Origin of Being—Matter, Form 
And Privation—will make moan as do croco- 
diles; 
Nature and Motion, Extension and Depth, 
The External Mould, the Form of Species.”6 
First of matters, the Hy/é,?7 devoid of action, 
Which does not receive the forms, 
Potentiality resides therein always— 
Over me they lift their voice in tears. 
Trembling has seized the Four Elements, 
The Principles of Action and Passivity; 
Composition, Mixture, Fusion—dqualities 
Which are Emanations from on high. 


The Four Compounds are shaken— 


24 Probably Hebrew, Arabic and Latin. 

2% Job 25. 5. 

26 Various metaphysical terms are cited in these and 
the following lines. 

2 The Greek édAn. 


Se 
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Mineral, Vegetal, Animal, Rational; 
Controlled by matter, Nature’s servitors, 
Inert with but faculty to combine. 
The Vegetal Soul seeth (my calamity), 
The Feeder, the Grower, the Engenderer, 
with their satellites, 
Whose essential motion extends upwards, 
Whose eye hath pity on their organs.” 
The Sensitive Soul is troubled, Sight, Hearing 
Smell, Taste, Touch—all external; 
The Common Sense, the Imagination and the 
Judgment weep, 
Also the Desiring and the Moving Sense, being 
internal. 
The Practical Intellect with which men know 
good and evil shakes with anxiety. 
Arts,?2 Ethics, and Politics also 
Cry with a bitter lamentation. 
The Theoretic Reason trembles 
With the Material, the Acquired, the Active 
also. 
Axiomatic principles with the derivative, 


28 om->> means organs which the vegetal soul keeps 
alive. 29 SI. renders: ‘‘L’Industrie.”’ 
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Treachery attached to my person they could 
not conceive.3° 
Existence and Essence, Accident and Substance, 
Genera and differentiae, individuals and species, 
Properties and accidents, the abstract, the cor- 
poreal, and the power pervading body, 
Over me utter lamentations. 
Moan in dire pain, O thou Written Law, 
And thou Oral Law for me raise a sigh; 
Grammar and Masora, Rhyme and Script— 
Weepeth Ibn Ezra, lamenteth Kimhi. 
Bitterly cries the ‘‘Guide of the Perplexed,”’ 
The Secrets of Prophecy, the Homonymous 
names; 
The Meanings of the Laws3' weep over me, 
The views of the Mutakallimun, the principles 
of the sciences. 
The structure of the Chariot, the Act of the 
Beginning,3? 
These lift up a lament with the Secrets of the 
Torah; 
The theoretical Cabbala and also the practical, 


30 They refused to believe in the poet’s guilt. 

st The ‘Meanings of the Laws’ occupy much space 
in Part III of Maimonides’ Guide, Prophecy is treated in 
Part Il, Homonymous names in Part I. 


82 Cf, Maimonides, Guide, iii. ch. 1 seq. 
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The Book of the Zohar, the Book of Yezirah. 
The Midrash on Ruth3 with the Song of Songs, 

The Book ha-Bahir, the Sefer ha-Razim; 
The Seven Halls—all the volumes 

Of Nahmanides are set in agitation. 
Woe is the day I am slain, a mother’s pangs 

—Alas for Philosophy—shall come upon her; 
Human inquiry shall be utterly dismayed, 

(Crying) ‘‘Must I be robbed of the walker in 

the middle-way ?’’33 

Logic shall veil its lip3#— 

The art of Dialectic, what shall become of it? 
Poetry’s grace has passed, imagination 

Shall be lost to it after the death of Moses. 
Porphyry feareth and is disturbed, 

The Categories and also the Interpretationss; 
Prior and Posterior Analytics, 

Topics, Sophistics, Poetics and Rhetoric. 
Mathematics, learn ye to sigh 


324 A cabbalistic work still extant. 

33 Between mysticism and rationalism; or the re- 
ference may be to the Golden Mean. 

4 Levit. 13. 45. 

% In what follows several works of Aristotle (and 
Averroes) are named as sharing in the universal grief. 
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—Geometry and the Science of Numbers; 
Music and Astronomy. 
How hath Natural Science become desolate! 
Physics—how shall it be content? 
The books of the Heaven and of Generation; 
Meteorology and the treatise on the Soul, 
The Sense and the Sensible, the book of Per- 
ception. 
Straying they wept, the divine sciences,%° 
Abstracted they from aught material; 
Causes far off and primordial, 
The book Lambda?’ crieth in pain. 
The tumult of death, dizziness hath seized me, 
No more can I grieve, for they have sent the 
message: 
‘Tomorrow thou diest!’’ Alas, for me, poor man, 
Dragged and cast out for the funeral of an ass!38 
My sadly sorrowing mother, what wilt thou 
miserable do 
When the ill tidings shall reach thee? 
“Delight of my eye, crown of my head!” 
Thus wilt thou mourn over me from a fountain 
of tears. 

36 Theology, i. e. metaphysics. 

7 Book XII (A) of Aristotle’s Metaphysics. Cf. 
youn anv mo pon 7'pdn ma own qpxd by prvopxn N3 
worxd, ed. Landauer, Berlin, 1903. (Commentaria in 
Aristotelem Graeca, Vol. V, Part V). 

% Jer. 22. 19. 
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Thy tent has fallen, what wilt thou do my sire? 
Passing evil will thine old age prove; 
I pray thee forgive my sin and my debt 
If I have not becomingly honored thee. 
Lo the loud treading warrior, Satan accuses— 
The creditor has found how to exact his due39; 
Yet know, O my friends, that I am not slain 
For some dire offence that I have committed. 
Deadly poison, they assert, I planned 
To be put in the dregs of the cup of trembling? 
For gentiles who died: I was not guilty. 
They have crushed out my life on this false 
charge, 
But the Secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him—but for ‘Akiba‘ 
And his band my feet had well-nigh stumbled, 
When I saw I must die without cause; 
But ee Lord is just in all that cometh unto 
me /4? 


The Chief prosecutor offered to save my life, 
Were I to change my Honour and serve his 


God; 
I answered: Better death of body than of soul, 


39 Cf. Gen. Rabbah 85 § 2. The poet, protesting his 
innocence of the charge on which he was condemned, 
admits his sinfulness towards God on other counts. 

40 Isaiah 51. 17. 

41‘Akiba was a striking example of fidelity even 
unto death. 

# Nehemiah 9. 33. 
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My portion is the living God, and the dead 
shall be his.4 
Set am I as ordure and refuse, trodden by every 
foot, 
For the cruelties of earth have destined me 
for death.*4 
Who had believed this of Moses Rimos? 
I am the man that hath seen affliction !4 
The bitterness of death hath passed,** yet alas 
For my calamity—I that was in the flower of 
my age; 
Four and twenty years I have lived, 
A man whole and with all his desires. 
The end of the matter!47 The Justice of God I 
acknowledge,# 
I confess and declare: ‘‘Verily I have sinned!’ 
I have done wickedly, but the Lord is righteous, 
I entreat Thee, O Lord, forgive my trespass! 
Sustain me, my Rock, and as an atonement 
Be my death for my sin! And with the soul 
of one confident 
(I cry): ‘‘In the bundle of life let be bound 
My soul with Thee unto the end of days! 
[Here endeth the Elegy: it is a dirge which men 
shall chant, and it shall be for a lamentation !]5 


43 Exod. 21. 33. “4 Or: for men threatened me with 
a cruel death. “Lam.’3. 1..°°“I.Sam.’15. 32.0) #Eccles: 
12. 13. ‘On the recognition of the zidduk had-din, 
see the editor’s Annotated Edition of the Singer Prayer~ 
Book, Notes to p. 317 sq. “The ancient formula of 
confession: T. B. Yoma 87). 50T Sam. 25. 29; Dan. 
12, 13. 51K zekiel 19, 14, 32. 16. 
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THE’ STUDYVOF THE LAW 
COUNSELS OF THREE GENERATIONS 
BY ABRAHAM, JACOB, AND SHABTHAI 

HURWITZ 


XIII, XIV, XV. 
THE STUDY OF PHE.EAW 


COUNSELS OF THREE GENERATIONS. 
By ABRAHAM, JACOB, AND SHABTHAI HURWITZ 


The Hurwitz family derived their surname (which is 
spelt in a variety of ways) froma city of Bohemia, (For 
a genealogical table see Giidemann, Quellenschriften, p. 
104). Testaments by three generations of the family 
are represented by selections in the present volume. The 
most famous member of the family, Isaiah, is not among 
them, but his son Shabthai (Sheftel), who edited Isaiah’s 
popular ‘‘Two Tables of the Covenant”’ (Sheloh), occurs 
third on the list. Thus we have the grandfather Abraham, 
his son Jacob, and his grandson Shabthai. The Testament 
of Jacob is sometimes wrongly attributed to his brother 
Isaiah (see e. g. J.E., vi, 466). 

The three generations cover a considerable part of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. They were first as- 
sociated with Prague, which suffered disturbances. Isaiah 
Hurwitz is attracted to Safed, the home of the Luryan 
mysticism; indeed the Hurwitz family did much to spread 
its influence in Eastern Europe. Shabthai died in Vienna 
in 1660. 


The Testament of Abraham Hurwitz is entitled pbm: w 
‘‘Some inherit’’: a title taken from the Mishnah (Baba 


Batra, viii, 1). ‘‘Some inherit,’’ says the author, ‘‘and 
bequeath wealth...I have nothing to offer but a rule of 
righteousness and guidance in the fear of God.”’ The 
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whole lives up to this noble exordium. Equally beautiful 
is the Testament of the son Jacob, which takes the form of 
Notes to his father’s work. These Notes were completed 
early in 1616, and the first edition of the Testament of 
father and son appeared together soon afterwards in Prague. 
Shabthai’s Testament appeared for the first time in 1690 
in Frankfort-on-the-Oder. An interesting edition is that 
of Amsterdam, 1701. It contains all three Testaments. 


Abraham’s Testament consists of 18 Chapters written 
largely, as are Jacob’s Notes, in rhymed prose. The whole 
forms a fine body of ritual and ethical teaching. In the 
Introduction to Abraham’s Testament is the well- 
known Parable of the Three Friends (Money, Kinsmen, 
and Deeds), the last of which alone accompanies the 
dying man to the grave. (On the history of this Parable 
see Revue des Etudes Juives, xviii, 83). Abraham Hurwitz 
obviously derived it from Aboab’s Menorat ha-Maor 
(§ 278), which took it from Abraham b. Hisdai’s Prince 
and Naztrite, a Hebrew version of Barlaam and Josaphat. 
Jacob’s Testament consists of 52 Notes to Abraham's 
work. That these Notes deserve to be called a Testament 
is clear from the fact that the author so describes his 
Notes several times. At the end of Note 40 he directs 
his children to read the Two Testaments annually in the 
penitential season (Elul-Tishri). 


Shabthai’s Testament consists of Introduction and 29 
paragraphs. The whole Testament is a notable example 
of that combination of legalism with mysticism, which is 
found in Nahmanides and other famous scholars of the 
Middle Ages. 


Another important point in Shabthai Hurwitz’ will is 
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his profession of faith. Confession of sin by the dying is 
old (see the Baraita in T.B. Shabbat 32a). Nahmanides did 
much to strengthen this custom. (Cf. his Torat ha- 
Adam, ch. iv). But with regard to the confession of fazth 
the formal habit does not seem older than the sixteenth 
or seventeenth century. ‘Akiba in the first part of the 
second century died with the declaration of the Unity on 
his lips, and a similar declaration was early made by the 
dying. Again, Jacob on his death-bed asks his sons 
whether they have any disposition to dispute the divine 
monotheism, and they reply, ‘Hear O Israel’ (our father), 
the Lord is One (Gen. Rabba 98 § 3 and parallels). But 
Shabthai Hurwiz gives a much more formal profession 
of faith. Starting with the cabbalist thought (quoted 
from his father) that in the hour of death a man’s mind is 
liable to disturbance, and improper thoughts may find 
entrance, Shabthai proceeds to declare in advance that 
all such thoughts are null and void, and follows this up 
with a formal enunciation of his creed. In several of the 
later Wills the authors professed their faith also in the 
Thirteen Articles of Maimonides. David Friesenhausen 
(c. 1750-1828) writes in his Testament: “I believe with 
perfect faith that the whole human race, Jew or Gentile, 
wise or ignorant, righteous or wicked, will enjoy felicity 
at the end, after bearing the punishment due to each 
according to his acts. And I further believe that such 
punishment will be for his good, for without it he could 
not be fitted to receive the happiness which the Lord has 
appointed for him.’ Joseph Landau (d. 1837) asserts 
his faith not only in the Oral law, but in all true interpre- 
tations which may be made in the future. 
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I 

Now the proper times for the fixed study of 
the Torah, twice daily, are these: (a) In the 
morning, before breakfast, immediately after 
leaving Synagogue. Nothing must be allowed 
to interfere with this practice, so that you may 
fulfil the text: ‘‘They go from strength to 
strength,’’? from house of prayer to house of 
learning. At all events never leave home, even 
on necessary business, before studying a passage, 
or even a single rule or sentence if the matter be 
very pressing. (b) At night, immediately after 
evening service in the synagogue, before the 
evening meal, and again before retiring to rest. 
It is good to study early in the evening, before 
supper, either the whole or the greater part of 
the set portion, for eating makes one drowsy, and 
in that condition one is unable to learn. Do not 
trust to your power to rise before dawn, and to 
read your appointed portion then. As likely as 
not your sleep will be too strong for you. Night, 
say our Sages often, was made for no other 
purpose than study. I have already spoken at 
length on this subject in the second part of my 
work Emek Berakah, and also in my smaller 
volume which I have named Berit Abraham?, 


t Ps. 84.8. See notes to Hebrew text for this and the 
next following quotation. It will be observed that this 
text is frequently quoted in these testaments. 

2 On these books see J. E., vi, p. 466 f. and references 
there. 


2 Two sentences from T. B. ‘Erubin 65a are combined 
here into one. 
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in reference to the saying of the Rabbis, ‘‘ Night 
is the objective of day.’’ So I command you to 
study every night before going to bed. Even in 
the short summer nights read a little before re- 
tiring, to fulfil the injunction, ‘‘ Thou shalt medi- 
tate therein day and night,’’3 and fall asleep 
straight from filling your mind with the Torah. 
[And, let your reading be audible, and with a 
chant]. King David said: ‘‘Thy statutes have 
been my song,’’4 i. e. he read the Torah as a 
melodious song. IJ have often had to blame you 
for your habit of reading silently. 


II 


I, on my part, order also that before the 
coming of the great and awful Day of Judgment, 
I mean the New Year—ye shall read through 
this Testament of my father and teacher, to- 
gether with my Notes.5 Dothesame thing dur- 
ing the Ten Days of Return,® for all that we 
have written is inspired with the Fear of Heaven 
and is meant to be an incentive to the fulfilment 
of the Torah, the performance of acts of piety, 
sincere Repentance, and pure love of God. Our 
words should summon you to a God-fearing 
frame of mind, and they will have this effect if 


3 Joshua 1.1. 

4 Ps. 119.54. 

5’ The author, Jacob, writes his Testament as a 
commentary on the Testament of his father Abraham 
Hurwitz. See p. 251. 

6 First ten days of Tishri, called the days of Teshu- 
bah, 7. e., lit. return (repentance). 
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they be read in a serious spirit and not cursorily. 
And to this end, have always in your hand the 
well-known books’? on Reverence and Repent- 
ance, which draw mankind to the service of our 
Maker, and humble the unruly heart. Therefore 
meditate on such books continually, and read a 
definite section in them every day. 


III 

My lord, my father, of blessed memory, wrote 
in his book, that on the approach of death, the 
Adversary [God forfend], stands by the dying 
man’s side, tempting him to deny his faith in the 
God of Israel. At that time a man is weak in 
his mind,—may the Merciful save us! There- 
fore I stand from now onwards before God and 
His Shekinah, before the tribunal in heaven and 
the tribunal on earth, and I make protest that 
if, God forfend, I shall make any unseemly utter- 
ance near my death, the words so spoken shall 
be null and void, without binding reliance. ButI 
proclaim that what I now say has lasting validity; 
in that I accept and testify that the Holy One, 
blessed be He, is Cause of all Causes, Creator 
of all things, Eternal, existing before the first 
and after the last, for: ‘‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
7 For quotations from some of these books see M. 


Giidemann, Quellenschriften zur Geschichte des Unterrichts 
(Berlin, 1891) sections III and IV. 
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our God, the Lord is One,” and ‘‘Blessed be the 
Name of His glorious Kingdom for ever and 
ever.”’ These are the principles that I truly de- 
clare mine from now and to all eternity. 

With regard to academic study, read what my 
father® has written at the end of his remarks on 
‘The Oral Law’’. There he gives directions for 
reading Talmud and Tosafot, and how also to 
arrive at new thoughts. I should add that where 
the Tosafot raise objections to Rashi, it is a 
proper thing to reconcile the two, for this is the 
truly admirable type of ingenuity. For helping 
you to this desirable result, the works of Alfasi 
and R. Nissim and all the commentaries around 
the Alfasi are a fine specific and you will be able 
to do wonders with Rashi and Tosafot!® Then, 
when you have filled yourselves brim-full of 
the Talmud and Codes, study, I bid you, the 
Cabbala, for without it the Fear of God is im- 
possible. He who reverentially learns the Cab- 
bala, will see his soul in the Realm of Emana- 
tion.1° To gain this knowledge read through the 
Dew-fall and the Garden™. And ye, my daughters 
and daughters-in-law, if your husbands are an- 
gry, leave them, and after the time of wrath has 
passed, rebuke them for their conduct, and re- 


8 The author is grandson of Abraham Hurwitz, son 
of Isaiah, the author of the Two Tables of the Covenant, 
from the end of which he here quotes. 

9 Many of the comments of the Tosafot are criticisms 
of Rashi. 

x0 On this mystical idea see J. E., ii, 372 and iii, 475, 

1m ByS.b. A. Hurwitz and M. Cordovero respectively, 
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mind them of this command of mine. Moreover, 
my daughters and daughters-in-law, for God’s 
sake be careful not to let a child under two years 
of age sleep in the same bed with you. And 
habituate yourselves to read the Pentateuch 
in German, and also the book called A Good 
Heart.” 


12 A Judeo-German moral book by Isaac b. Eliakim 
of Posen. 
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THE PASSING OF NATHANIEL TRABOTTI 
AS RECORDED BY HIS DISCIPLE 
SAMUEL BELGRADI 


XVI 


THE PASSING OF NATHANIEL 
TRABOTTI 


As RECORDED BY HIS DISCIPLE 
SAMUEL BELGRADIE 


Nathaniel, son of Benjamin, son of Azriel Trabotti (cf. 
Mortara, Indice, p. 65), was bornin 1576, and died in Mod- 
ena on the second day of the New Year festival (September 
23) 1658. This date is given in one of the elegies in his 
honor (Revue des Etudes Juives, xxxv, 256). He was 
much beloved by his congregation, as is evidenced by the 
Testament itself, by the elegies referred to (five of them 
have been printed), and by the fact that the Society for 
the Study of the Torah founded by him on Nov. 23, 1638 
still thrives at Modena and annually commemorates its 
Founder. 

His wife Judith died long before him. She had a fine 
musical taste, and would accompany the sacred songs 
sung at home with the harp (Monatsschrift, xxxix, 356). 
Nathaniel Trabotti (or Trabot, Trabotto) himself was a 
musician, as is shown by his Responsum addressed to 
Samuel Norzi. His daughter had married Joseph d’Urbin 
and had left Modena. He had noson. But he was evi- 
dently much attached to his kinsman and _ successor 
Abraham Graziano (Cf. Mortara, Indice, p. 28). 

According to Gross (Gallia Judaica, p. 219), the 
name Trabotti was borne by several French Jews who 
migrated to Italy. The name is probably derived from 
the place Trévoux (Latin Trevoltium), situated in Bur- 
gundy, in the department of |’Ain. Steinschneider’s list 


t See p. 260. 
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of persons bearing the same name (in various spellings) 
was augmented by Berliner (op. cit. below). To these 
may be added the references in Schiller-Szinessy’s Cam- 
bridge Catalogue, pp. 85, 96-8. 


The text is here reprinted (with many verbal corrections) 
from the copy which appeared in the Berliner-Hoffmann 
Magazin, xiv, 1887 pp. 111-122 of the Hebrew section. The 
copy was communicated by Mortara. The writer of the 
narrative of Trabotti’s death was his disciple Samuel Isaac 
Belgradi (Belgrado). His style is very diffuse. But the 
document presents an impressive picture of the passing 
of an esteemed Rabbi, and if it is too obviously reminis- 
cent of talmudic scenes (especially T. B. Ketubot 103- 
104) and palpably strives after effect, it at all events in 
part attains its object, to describe the affectionate leave- 
taking of a beloved Rabbi. 


One of the names referred to in the narrative is David 
Saba (yay). This corresponds to the family dei Tintori 
(Mortara, Indice, 64). The fame of Jews as dyers was 
wide-spread (Cf. Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, ch. xi). 


’ These are the words which he spoke, the coun- 
sels he offered, the ordinances he instituted— 
he, the man of sacred stock, valiant and great 
in achievement, a saint ruling in the fear of God,? 
the man of whom we said: ‘‘Under his shadow 
we shall live among the nations,’’3 the lofty ta- 
marisk,4 towering o’er the captivity of Ariel, a 


2 II Sam. 23.3. 

3 Lam. 4.20. 

4 IT Sam. 22.6. Cf. Comm. of Rashi for the applica- 
tion of the tree to Samuel. 
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guide to the doubtful’, a judge at whom his 
generation marvelled, for he had no like on earth, 
his renowned Excellency Nathaniel Trabotti, 
Rabbi over all Israel in the holy congregation of 
Modena. It befell on the Sabbath when was 
read in the Lesson: ‘‘And the Lord thy God will 
keep with thee the covenant and the mercy 
which He swore unto your fathers,’’® 1653, that 
he admonished his people to fear God and to 
love Him, to study His word regularly, and to 
shun every act of oppression against men. Yet 
were his words pleasant withal, sweeter than 
honey from the comb, words which were fitted 
not only to stir the heart, but also to extract 
tears from flints. 

This scene was the more affecting seeing 
that for some ten days previously he had been 
stretched on a bed of sickness. Neither in mind 
nor in body was he at ease, he could neither sleep 
nor rest because of the fever which burned his 
frame and crushed his spirit. So little strength 
remained that he could not even raise his hand 
to his bosom after his wont. But he was in- 
domitable in his devotion to the Law, for he 
continued his interest in it morn and eve as-in 
the days when he enjoyed tranquillity of mind. 

But when it pleased God to relieve his sickness 
and calm his thoughts, the holy spirit did shine 
upon him and a north wind blew in his ears, so 
that the bands of slumber fell o’er his eyes, and 


5 Lit. ‘‘answering every questioner.’ For a parallel to 
this rhyme, cf. the inscription on the Bodleian Bowl (7rans- 
actions Jewish Historical Society of Englcnd, vol. V, p. 187). 

6 Deut. 7.12; in weekly section ‘Ekeb. 
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he slept from the Sabbath eve until sunrise on the 
next morning. Ashe awoke, the Lord sustained 
him, His spirit spake through him and His word 
was in his mouth, summoning the children of his 
people, making known unto them that though 
his body might still be ravaged, his mind had 
returned to its olden strength. He opened his 
mouth with wisdom, and the law of kindness 
was on his tongue; the Lord his God was with 
him, and the shouting for the king was in him!” 


He called to his disciples who stood round his 
bed, while he seemed to them as a prince on 
his divan’. He bade them summon the Rabbis, 
the lay officers, and the private members of 
distinction, for he desired to make confession to 
his God, to give commands to his household and 
set his affairs in order, that the children of Israel 
might know his wishes, and God rejoice in him, 
and they in their Maker. They hastened to 
obey, and those whom he had named were gath- 
ered there, the people of the God of Abraham, 
ready to see and to hear what he had to say. 
When he was told that all were present, he col- 
lected his strength and sat up in his bed, for 
God had blessed his effort. He bathed his face 


7 Prov. 31.26; Num. 23.21. The ‘North Wind’ al- 
‘uded to a few lines earlier isa reminiscence of T.B. Baba 
Batra 147a, it was a wind that drove away the clouds. 
Cf. Job 37.22. 


8 A metaphor for heaven in Cant. R. on 1.12. 
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and hands, making his body clean as were his 
thoughts, and a feeling of awe came over the 
assembly. He asked for water to drink, the 
water of mercy to sweeten judgment and shatter 
‘“‘husks’’.? So he sanctified himself like an angel 
of the Lord of Hosts, and turning to the leaders 
of the Community, said: 

‘“‘Hear me, ye saints of the Lord, my brothers, 
my friends, my seed and the holy seed whom 
God hath blessed, hear me thisday! I amnow 
86 years of age, no more can I go and come in 
your midst as I have done from my early youth. 
Ye are aware how I have borne on my shoulders 
with none to help, the burden of your affairs.1° 
I have wronged none, but have tried my best to 
maintain union among you all small and great, 
so as to prevent scandals in your midst. May 
God continue to be with you as He was with 
your fathers; may He make you a thousand 
times so many as you are, and bless you as He 
hath promised !’’! 

Then his voice took on a more pitiful note, as 
he proceeded: ‘“‘ Know ye, my noble friends, that 
for my many and grievous sins it hath pleased 
the Lord to crush me with disease*. For many 
days my strength has gone, and I can scarcely 
move. Full well do I realize that the owner of 
the deposit!* seeketh it back from me. I know 


9 The ‘‘husks” (Kelifot) were in mystical literature 
a type of evil spirits. For the use of prophylactic of 
water, cf. L. Blau, Das altjtidische Zauberwesen, p. 158. 
70 Deut. 1.12. 1, Deut; 1.11, Isa (530s 
%3 i, e. the soul. Cf. Dictionaries, s. v. }1pp. 
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not whether I can restore it in its pristine condi- 
tion, nor do I know by which way I shall be 
taken. Be gracious to me, my friends, and let 
your prayers be made on behalf of my soul, that 
in the moment of passing my mind be not over- 
whelmed, and my tent be free from plague. 
And I, on my part, will never cease to pray for 
you. This very day will I indicate to you the 
good and straight path, I will cry unto God and 
He will answer you, and He will shower His 
mercies on you. 

“Lo, heream I! Tell me frankly, have I in- 
jured any one, have I shown partiality? If so 
I will make amends. If sometimes I have ad- 
dressed you in harsh phrases, in the ten terms of 
appeal,'s I beg of you, do not murmur in your 
tents, but over all my offences let your love and 
tender consideration draw a veil,’® and give me 
the glad message of your forgiveness! For the 
Lord of the Universe knoweth that my intention 
was never to take advantage of my official po- 
sition, but to guide you into the way of good 
and out of the path of Satan!’, wherein grow 
thorns and thistles..s| And so with God’s help 


™% Cf. the protests of Moses (Num. 16.14) and of 
Samuel (I Sam. 12). 

1s Lit. “prayer”. See Deut. Rabbah, beg. of ch. 12. 

™ Proyv.10.12, #7 Lit. “the destroyer.’’ +8 Gen. 3.11. 
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let us still hold each other in mutual remem- 
brance. Let my name be mentioned among 
you, and I will raise my prayer that God may 
bring back your captivity as in former years, 
break the yoke from off you, and judge you 
leniently.”’ 

The bystanders were deeply affected, their 
emotions being almost beyond control. Added 
to their own distress was the sense that he was 
suffering so severely from his pain. Yet they 
took courage and said: “Our master! Thou 
right-hand pillar, thou strong hammer!®, thou 
shepherd of Israel! How can we justify our- 
selves before you? God has found out the 
iniquity of thy servants—for many are our sins 
and transgressions, [and the Lord hath made to 
light upon him the iniquity of us all.”] But we 
are his atonement, the expiation for his rest.”* 
Because of us has this great evil come upon 
him. ’Twere becoming for us to prostrate our- 
selves at his footstool, entreating forgiveness 
for our neglect of his commands, stiffening our 
neck to walk in the stubbornness of our heart, 
all of us, young and old, in neglect of his exhorta- 


19 T. B. Ber. 28b; I Kings 7.21. 

20 Isa. 53.6. The bracketed passage must have been 
added by the narrator after Trabotti’s death. 

a T. B. Kidd. 31b. 
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tions. But O, our master, thou man of God, 
remember not our former offences, but let thy 
condescension make us great. Pity us asa father 
pitieth his children. Blot out our transgressions 
as clouds and our sins as mists and cast them 
into the depths of the seas. O hasten thy be- 
nign message, lest we be turned away from before 
thy face in shame, with empty hands, and be 
found sinners to our Father in Heaven for all 
time.” 

When he heard this, his Excellency realized 
the sincerity of their plea, and in a burst of 
sympathy for them, all the work of his hands, 
cried: ‘‘Be strong and of good courage. Fear 
not and be not dismayed. Trust in the Lord, 
for He shall help you and fulfil your hopes. 
The Almighty will be your treasure, He will re- 
new your youth like the eagle,” and will turn 
and heal you. Hearken unto me, eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatness.23 If it be the Lord’s pleasure, I will 
order my cause before you, and fill my mouth 
with admonitions.*4 Wash you, make you clean, 
put away the evil of your doings from before 
your eyes.2> Purify your hearts from enmity 
and dissension. Remove the stony heart from 
your flesh, and as for the hidden one,” drive it 
far from you into a land barren and desolate, 
lest, which God forfend, it prove a stone of 

a2 Ps, -103.5. 33 Isa. 55.2. 

44 Job 23.4. 75 Isa. 1.16. 

26 Joel 2.20. In the context, the locust is meant, 
but the “northern one”’ (translated ‘‘hidden one’’) was 
interpreted of the evil yezer (T. B. Suk, 52a), 
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stumbling and a rock of offence.?7, Support the 
teachers of the Torah in your midst, so that they 
may instruct your children, and the good result 
be associated with your name. Richly load the 
poor of your city with dainties, open wide for 
them your treasuries, and the God of heaven, 
who lays the beams of His upper chambers in 
the waters, will fill your storehouses. But above 
all, execute the judgment of truth and peace in 
your gates!’’8 


“"Tis a familiar fact,’’ he continued, ‘‘how 
in past times this city was the perfection of 
beauty, great among the nations for its learning, 
a princess among the provinces? by reason of 
the Rabbis and Sages who illumined the earth and 
them that dwelt thereon, alike by their talents 
and their virtues.3° But now, for our many sins, 7 
these have hurried to their rest, leaving us to 
lament, for fewer and fewer remain to take their 
place. No man makes it his concern to encour- 
age scholars, but all turn to their own way, each 
to his gain,?t one and all. As for the Torah, they 
cast it into a neglected corner, so that the proph- 
ecy of the Rabbis? is well-nigh fulfilled in us 
that ‘the Torah will one day be forgotten by 
Israel’. Particularly is this appalling destitution 


27 Isa. 8.14. 

28 Zech. 8.16. 

aieam iit 1: 

30 On the scholars of Modena see J. E., viii, 638. 
31 Isa. 56.11. 

32 T, B. Shabb. 138b. 
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8 Ed. ynd. 
9 The quotation (T. B. Shabb. 138b) continues 
Dew’ nonene. 
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apparent at this moment, when but two or three 
students stand true to their charge, all the rest 
having chosen other careers. As for me, I am 
old and grey; for many years I have only been 
able to leave the house leaning on my staff, and 
also my eyesight has failed me. I have been 
powerless to spread the Torah as I should have 
wished. Therefore, my dear friends, make it 
your duty to restore the crown, whereby your 
seed will possess the land and for ever dwell 
therein. I lay my command on you that after 
my death ye shall restart the Yeshibah which 
existed aforetime in this place. Till now, indeed, 
because of your modesty and to save me from go- 
ing to and fro, you have come here to my house. 
In future I insist that the meetings be in the 
Synagogue. Similarly I order all my pupils to 
attend those meetings, to sharpen each the other 
by study of the law after their olden custom, 
all for the glory of God, and not for the sake of 
disputing. No excuse shall avail to free them 
from this obligation, unless it be some unavoid- 
able obstacle, such as illness, or absence from 
home on business. If any one disobey this rule, 
he shall give a ransom for his soul’ unto the 


Lord.” 


33 Apparently a fine is referred to; Cf. Exod. 30.12. 
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Then he turned to another topic, and specially 
addressed himself to the Rabbis. ‘‘You are 
aware how very important it is that, in the 
killing of animals for food, there should be no 
mistake as to the due preparations of the in- 
strument used.** There are many who have not 
the skill, yet undertake the work. Let there 
be an end to this. Before my burial you (and 
I place this command also on the lay officers of the 
congregation) shall appoint two conscientious 
overseers, adept in the laws on the subject and 
practised in examining the knives, and they shall 
inquire into the qualifications of those who per- 
form the work, separating the expert from the 
inexpert, so that no Israelite shall run the risk 
of partaking of unfit food. If any one refuses to 
submit to examination when called upon, he 
shall be denounced publicly by the shamash and 
his service rejected. The overseers shall keep 
under special observation the permanently ap- 
pointed shohet, who is established at the ab- 
attoir, for all the people rely on his service for 
their food. This officer may be implicitly trusted 
as a skilled and honorable man, but none the 
less shall he be required to present his knife 
for examination on demand, as a safeguard to 
the due fulfilment of his function.” 


SVCt ite XI eas. 
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His Excellency ’s next counsel was addressed 
to the lay heads of the congregation. ‘‘Keep 
watch and ward,”’ said he, ‘‘over the welfare of 
the community. Insist on proper deference 
being paid to your authority, not because 
you wish to display your personal power, but 
because you wish to enforce rules necessary 
for the public good. If you govern in this 
spirit, perfect will be your recompense; you 
will live long in your land, and your children 
will fill your places after you. Further I implore 
you to support the directors of the Yeshibah,?s 
to pay them the annual salaries now fixed, and 
to add as a bonus the sum you were wont to 
give me, dividing that sum equally among the 
teachers. Let this bonus be associated with my 
name, that my memory may thus be kept alive, 
as though I too were yet living, and participat- 
ing in the good work. Again, immediately after 
my passing, you shall appoint a Crier, whose 
duty it shall be to make his rounds every Friday 
afternoon, to announce to the citizens that the 
day declineth and the shadows of evening are 
stretched out,3° so that men and women may 
add from the profane to the holy.37. Then, when 
they hear the summons,. the shopkeepers shall 
put up their shutters and close their doors. The 
women, too, shall show their worth by kindling 
the lights without delay, thus deserving God’s 


35 The academy at which the Bible and Talmud were 
studied. See Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, 349, 368. 

36 Jer. 6.4. Cf. op. cit. p. 56. 

37 T. B. Shabbat 119, Orah Hay. § 261. 
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fulfilment in them of His promise.’’38 He then 
turned to David Saba individually, command- 
ing him to take in hand as a personal duty, the 
reparation of the Yeshibah which had been 
recently founded and to place it on a permanent 
basis, and to apply to the salaries of the two 
Rabbis the sum paid previously to himself 
out of his own generous contribution. Let not 
any regret fill his heart as to this outlay, for 
faithful is the Master to recompense the worker. 
A blessing would assuredly rest on Saba’s: ben- 
evolence, for he would be building his house 
firmly, raising a tent which would not be re- 
moved.%9 

The general body of members was next ad- 
dressed. ‘“‘Many a time and oft,” he said to 
them, ‘‘as I went about I heard the idle talk 
of gossiping women, who stood in the cross- 
roads doing their work, and in all high hills were 
their pastures.*° Nay more, they would croak 
like the frogs in Egypt while uttering the Name 
of God, and by the Lord,* these doings were like 
needles in my flesh. I desired to suppress the 
fashion, but for various reasons was unable to 
translate thought into act. But out of fear lest 
God will be wroth at such doings, I do now order 
that any instance be reported forthwith to the 


38 Cf, Baer, Prayer Book, p. 173. These ideas go 
back to the early rabbinic period, but were much developed 
in the sixteenth century, by the mystical school of Luria. 

39 Isa. 33.20. 4¢ Tsa. 49.9, 

41 Lit. by the worship; a common rabbinic exclama- 
tion. 
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Rabbi appointed in office at the time, and the 
latter shall prevent the continuance of the nui- 
sance. One witness in this matter shall suffice; 
and let no one incur the iniquity of noticing the 
evil without reporting what he has seen. 


‘Similarly, I impose the same rule against 
male offenders, men who waste their time in 
gaming-houses, playing at dice and amusing 
themselves with cards,‘ which they always carry 
in their pockets. Let them desist from their 
habit of using the Name of God in vain. Woe 
to them, woe to their souls, woe to their latter 
end! They know not, neither do they under- 
stand, for their eyes are bedaubed that they can- 
not see,43 and their hearts that they cannot un- 
derstand that by their blasphemy the world is 
shaken to its foundations. Let them now and 
henceforward realize that of a surety bitter re- 
tribution will find them unless they mend their 
ways. I call heaven and earth to witness that 
they must perish under the dire wrath of God. 
But if they incline their ear to instruction so as 
to conduct their affairs honestly after the man- 
ner of worthy sons of Israel, having no slander 
upcn their tongue, speaking truth in their heart 
and showing due reverence to the Name of Heav- 
en—then will their sins be neither remembered 
nor visited, and everlasting joy will be upon 


42 On medieval amusements and the rabbinic at- 
titude to them, see Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, ch. xxii. 
43 Isa. 44.18. 
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their head. To divert their transgression and 
bring near their salvation, let them follow my 
advice and affix a tablet on the doors of the inner 
chambers of their homes. On the tablet let be 
written the text: Thou shalt not take the Name 
of the Lord thy God in vain. This device will 
serve as a reminder to them, to prevent the recur- 
rence of the sin. Then will they prosper in the 
work of their hands. 

‘“‘And this too’’, he went on, ‘‘let me impress 
upon youall. The penalty for leaving a promise 
undone“ is greater than a man can bear! It is 
impossible to enter into all the details as to the 
nature of the offence and its consequences. The 
great teachers of Israel have dealt with the sub- 
ject, and I do not desire to make your hair stand 
on end by going into the matter fully. But to 
keep your eyes from tears, your feet from 
stumbling, I strictly enjoin that whoever makes 
a promise or offering must fulfil his undertaking, 


lest he place himself outside the possibility of 


atonement. Especially those who shall buy, 
or who have bought, the annual right to certain 


ritual honors*s shall pay the sum due to the © 


treasurers of the congregation without pro- 
crastination. Should anyone stubbornly refuse 
to make payment after it has been twice de- 
manded, the constituent members shall never 
again permit the debtor to acquire the honor. 
Nor shall this penalty release the defaulter from 
payment of what he already owes, for if so the 


44 T. B. Shabb. 232b. 
45 Cf. Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, p. 22. 
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sinner would be the gainer. On the contrary, 
they shall use every process of the Jewish Court 
to enforce a settlement of the account. If he 
still continue recalcitrant, I hereby grant license 
to the Members to carry their cause before the 
public courts.4* And while on this subject, I 
entreat the Committee of the Society for Fixing 
Times to use their best endeavors to collect the 
members’ dues month by month, so that funds 
may be available to pay salaries and also the 
rent of the room punctually. The lessor will 
not then have to dun the Society for his rent as 
he has sometimes had todo. If, from any cause, 
when the rent falls due the official for that month 
has not collected all the subscriptions despite all 
his efforts, he shall meet the bill from his own 
purse, for the lessor is not a man of means, and 
depends on the payment. The performance of 
this service is a religious duty, which brings its 
sure recompense. ”’ 


Manifold exhortations and words of persuasion 
to penitence did his Excellency speak to the 
heart of the people assembled. Repeatedly he 
bade them observe his mandates, derived as they 
were from the statutes of God. Then said he 
unto them: ‘‘Draw near and observe what I 


46 Throughout the middle ages it was considered in 
general reprehensible to carry disputes to any but the 
Jewish Court (Beth Din). As regards the society men- 
tioned in the next sentence, see Note 15 to the Hebrew 
text. 
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1% ONY *yap nian founded by Trabotti on Kislev 
16, 5399, and still extant. On the anniversary of its 
foundation a eulogy of Trabotti is annually spoken. 
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am about to ask. Do not disobey me and give 
me ground for resentment. When it shall please 
the God of all flesh to take my soul from me, and 
lay me beside my father, then my pupils who 
have served me in my life-time and during my 
illness, shall also minister to me after my death. 
On them shall devolve the duty to lave my body 
that I may be clean outwardly as inwardly. 
Then when I am borne to sepulture, they shall 
drag my bier from the entrance of the cemetery 
to my grave.47 I desire to chastize this stricken 
and worthless body of mine, which sinned so 
often from start to finish of my existence. And. 
if for the honor of the Torah ye wish to have 
a memorial service in your holy encampment, 
be sparing, I adjure you, in your terms of eulogy. 
When you make mention of me, do so by my 
unadorned name,* for God knows and you know, 
never was my heart haughty, or mine eyes lofty, 
nor did I ever exercise myself in things too 
great, or in things too wonderful for me, nor did 
I ever turn unto the arrogant, nor unto such as 
fall away treacherously.49 And if in my life-time 
I was nota fount of falsehood,®* still less must I be 
so after my passing. For there is no rulership in 
the day of death and it is unlawful to approach 
arrogantly the presence of the Cause of all causes. 
Obey me without fail in this, so that no occasion 
be given for an accuser to speak to my discredit. 
But I do ask you to set up a monument over my 

“7 Cf. p. 208 above. 

48 i. e. without the usual titles of honor. 

a9 Pehist,; 1, 

s° This seems the sense in which Jer. 15.18 is here used. 

st Eccles. 8.8. 
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grave, and I know that ye will do it in accord 
with your distinction not with mine. And since 
I have not been held worthy to leave behind me 
a son? for the sake of the Holy One of Israel, do 
nct cmit to pray for my soul at the time of its 
separation from my body, to save me from 
hard tribulations’s. And I beg of you, my mas- 
ters, to remain with me so long as the breath 
is in me, for while I converse with you, ye 
gladden my heart with exceeding happiness. 
“Moreover I entreat you to offer up a mem- 
orial for my soul every Sabbath day and I from 
my grave will always be mindful of you praying 
to God on your behalf. May He prolong your 
days, and your years, and make you dwell in your 
land safely. May your name endure as long as 
the heavens. And God Almighty who put a 
limit to the bounds of earth will set no bounds 
to the blessings which He will shower upon you!”’ 
Then answered the leaders of the congregation: 
*“‘ All that thou hast commanded we will do; none 
will refuse obedience. From of old have we been 
ready to regard thy merest hint as a precept re- 
joicing the heart.54 But concerning this injunc- 
tion to drag thy body to the grave our heart is 
faint, and our visage blacker than coal.55 We 
know not what iniquity thou hast found in us 
to impose on us a duty like this. For when thine 
Excellency sleepeth with his holy and righteous 
fathers, we shall all be sinners for disobeying an 


32 Lit. “blessing.” 
53 On prayer for the dead, see Annotated ed. of the 
Singer Prayer Book, p. ccxxxi. 54 Ps. 19.9. 55 Lam. 4.8. 
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affirmative precept,®® to revere the learned, the 
more so when he is a man of God as thou art, 
the light of whose teaching is spread unto all the 
living, and whose wisdom is renowned in the 
isles. Put not this heavy burden upon us, but 
withdraw thy command, lest we become a dis- 
grace and a laughing-stock in the eyes of our 
neighbors,”’ 

He answered: ‘‘Your generous response is 
very pleasant unto me; in it I recognize your 
amiable intent. In sooth, ’tis no new revela- 
tion; full well I knew you to be compassionate 
sons of compassionate sires, and the branch does 
not belietheroot. As you desire to be excused,I 
will not insist, but will leave you to follow the 
dictates of your heart, in your treatment of me 
after I die. Not only do I declare my pardon, 
but I implore yours for having caused you dis- 
tress. A thousand, thousand times I thank 
you. May God comfort you as you have com- 
forted me! And now, with your consent, I will 
command my household and set my private af- 
fairs in order before you, and will convey my 


66 See Baba Kamma, 41b. 
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inheritance to my heirs, after the rule appointed 
by our holy Law. I will make my last will with 
every legal circumstance, fastening its conditions 
as with nails so that it cannot be upset. Thus 
will I remove a stumbling-block from my heirs, 
and save them from utter neglect of my disposi- 
tions, which would not be executed unless I 
made them very precise. Otherwise I should 
appear as a trifler with the goods of this world 
and of the next, the sport of my juniors and the 
target of every other’s pointed barbs. They 
would account me as a keeper of other men’s 
vineyards who failed to keep his own!’’s7 


Thereafter he summoned those distinguished 
men, Michael Modona and David Saba, and he 
said to them: “I have a request to make, do not 
refuse to grant it.’’ And they rejoined: ‘‘Com- 
mand us, and we will obey as we were wont to 
the utmost of our poor ability. For we will obey 
now as heretofore and will not turn aside from 
thy commands right or left.’’ He then appointed 
the trustees of his estate, with the duty to execute 
all things set forth in the will he was about to 
make, and every particular of which he desired 
should be precisely observed. Then he gave the 
necessary directions as to his household affairs, 


57 Canticles 1.6. 
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doing all things in a manner which aroused ad- 
miration of the testator’s character, and rever- 
ence for his wisdom and foresight. 

Afterwards his Excellency turned to the wall 
and wept. Then he prayed to the Lord his God 
a short prayer in a still soft voice, saying: ‘‘ Hear 
my voice, O Lord, when I address Thee, and let 
Thy word drop upon my tongue. Answer me 
when I call, O God of my righteousness; for into 
Thy hand I commit my spirit. Examine me, O 
Lord, and try me, test my reins and my heart. 
O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall 
declare Thy praise!’’® Then he stretched his 
fingers toward heaven and began to confess after 
the fashion appointed by saintly men of yore. 
And as his grief-stricken tones were heard, those 
who stood by wept in sympathy, and amid 
their tears besought the Lord not to snatch the 
crown from off their heads. But the gates of 
tears were closed against them,” for the decree 
had gone forth from before the King of the 
Universe, it was signed and sealed; and God 
is not a man that He should lie, nor the son of 
man that He should repent. 

When his Excellency had finished confessing, 
and had ended his deliverances of judgment and 
admonition fit to rouse the heart and to calm 


523 P a0 20,2. 

59 Ps, 51.17. 

6° For various liturgical references, see Singer Prayer 
Book, Annotations p. ccxxv. Cf. T. B. Shabb. 32a. 

Sr os bets oes 

¢ Num. 23.19. 
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contention and remove the boughs of thick trees,® 
he said, ‘‘Know ye that I have here among you 
one dearly beloved, whom I dandled and reared 
and whom I have set first among those called* 
this many a year agone. For such a time as 
this has he become a Sinai and a mover of 
mountains.°® He is a man who makes appeal 
to the masses, and yet his decisions illumine the 
experts all the world over. I refer to my kins- 
man, my chosen disciple, in whom my heart de- 
lights, Abraham Graziano.” Let him go out 
and come in before you,® for I know that he will 
judge you in equity.”’ Then he called him and 
blessed him. Graziano fell on his knees and wept 
mightily, whereupon the Rabbi said to him: 
‘Equal to the sum of all my cares within me, is 
the pain of parting from thee.’’®® He placed his 
two hands upon him and continued to give of his 
glory, so that a double portion of his spirit might 
be upon him.7° He commanded him to let abun- 
dant waters spring forth from his well so that 
disciples after him might drink; he bade him 
always to be generous with his learning and on 


6 Used euphemistically for the evil yezer which was 
driven out by the “bough of thick trees’’, the myrtle 
(Levit. 33.20 is interpreted of the myrtle). For later 
mystical ideas, see J. E., ix, 136. 

6 T. B. Baba Mezi‘a 84b. 

6 I] Sam. 9.22. Used of those called to recite the Law. 
See Jastrow, Dictionary, p. 1417. 

66 Two contrasted qualities, learning (Sinai) and 
dialectical skill (mover of mountains) are combined. They 
are kept distinct in T. B. Sanh. 24a. 
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67 He was Trabotti’s cousin and died in 1865 (J. E., 
vi, 84). 

68 Used of Joshua, Num. 27.18. 

69 Cf. Ps. 94.19. 

7° Terms used of Joshua (Num. 27.20) and Elisha 
(II Kings 2. 9) are combined. 
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his part to be always ready to serve when called 
upon. And to the members of the Community 
he said: ‘‘Do this man all honor! I testify of him 
that he will attain fame, that his repute will be 
great among the scholars of this age, and I have 
confidence in his ability and tactfulness for, re- 
presenting you before kings.”’ 

This done, he said: ‘‘Where are my pupils? 
Let them approach that I may bless them.’”’ 
They came into hispresence and said: ‘‘What 
wouldst thou say? Speak, that we may show 
our respect by obedience.’’ Heanswered: ‘Ye 
know that from your boyhood I have reared 
you and that my love has never failed. Asa 
nursing father carrieth the suckling child I 
have borne you.7! I have shown you the road 
to wisdom, I have guided you in paths of right- 
eousness. To the shore of the sea I led you,? 
and laid on your brows the crown of the Torah. 
I was found of you in all your hearts’ desire; at 
the beginning of the watch I rose to instruct you, 
that ye might be able to carry a righteous mes- 
sage to your congregations. My table was pre- 
pared before you, and every fruit pleasant to 
the sight and good for food,73 I did not withhold 
from you. Yewere the object of my unceasing 
thought, [ ever watched your progress. But now 


™ Num. 11.12. 

72 Prob. an allusion to the expression ‘“‘sea of the 
Talmud.” 

73 Phrases from Ps. 23 and Genesis 2. Such biblical 
allusions abound in this Testament, and are not always 
indicated in the notes. 
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I go the way of all the earth. Take heed to your- 
selves lest your heart be deceived, and ye turn 
aside’ from the way which I showed you, and 
the Lord be wroth with me for your sakes.’ 
But if ye diligently hearken unto my voice and 
keep my covenant, then the fear of the Lord will 
be your treasure-house and my lips will whisper 
in the grave” on your behalf in continual prayer 
that the Lord will satisfy your soul in drought,’ 
and ye shall be as a fragrant garden, and likea 
spring whose waters fail not.”’ 

His disciples were deeply moved by this ap- 
peal, but despite their overwhelming grief found 
power to answer: ‘‘O master and our teacher, 
ever sure guide in our perplexities, thou man of 
God, we have heard thy exhortations and com- 
mands, pleasant they and upright. We will bind 
them on the tablet of our heart, tie them as gar- 
lands’s on our head, throughout our lives. But 
grant us this solace in our affliction, that even 
as thou hast taught us, so do thou bless us.” 
Then he lifted up his hand and blessed them, 
and said: ‘I lay my order upon you to attend 
the great Yeshibah which is to be opened on the 
New Moon of Heshvan in the coming year 5414.79 
Lead your young flocks in the steps of the wise 
to feed in the gardens, to gather lilies.°° By fol- 
lowing this course ye may be confident that your 
learning will abide with you permanently. Let 
the fear of God be upon you. And He who loves 
the Gates of Zion will make to dwell among you 

7% Deut. 11.16. 7s Deut. 3.26. 
76 T. B. Yeb. 97a, in ref. to Cant. 7.10; © 77 Isa. 58.11; 
78 Prov. 6.21. 79 1, e. 1653. 80 Canticles 6.2. 
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love and good fellowship, peace and exultation. 
Ye will be like the dew of Hermon that cometh 
upon the mountains of Zion. For there the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for all eter- 
nipyy* 
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OCCASIONAL PRAYERS 


XVII—XVIII 
OCCASIONAL PRAYERS 


. (FROM THE OPENING OF THE TESTAMENT OF 
JonAH LANDSOFER) 


Jonah, son of Elijah Landsofer, was born in 1678 and 
died in Prague in 1712 (J.E., vii, 616). His surname was 
due to his expert knowledge of the art of writing Scrolls 
of the Pentateuch. He wasa manofmany parts. Scribe, | 
Cabbalist, he was also a mathematician, as his notes on 
Euclid show (these were written in 1710 and published 
after his death in 1737 by his grandson). 

Moses Hasid, alsoof Prague, was Landsofer’s contempo- 
rary and friend. Like Landsofer, Moses was a Cabbalist, 
whence his surname Hasid. The two were sent together 
to Vienna ‘‘to engage in a disputation with the Shabbat- 
thaians’”’ (J. E. loc. cit.). They were sent by Abraham 
Broda, Rabbi of Prague from 1693 to 1708. 

The Testaments of the two were first published together 
in Deutz’ maw yx7 ‘ob (Frankfurt-a-M., 1717). There 
have been several editions; often the two Testaments ap- 
pear in the same reprint. 

Landsofer’s Testament consists of 37 short paragraphs. 
Moses Hasid evidently wrote his Testament at various 
periods, for it consists of five distinct parts, containing 
25, 16, 19, 8, and 3 paragraphs respectively. There is a 
curious difference with regard to improvised prayers. 
Landsofer advocates such innovations, while Moses Hasid 
strongly advocates restriction to the regular liturgy. 
Both commend the reading ot German (Yiddish) litera- 

28 
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ture by the unlearned. But while Moses Hasid specially 
names Isaac b. Eliakim’s Leb Tob and Moses Henoch’s 
Brant-Spiegel, he also urges the study of Maimonides’ 
Sefer ha-Mizvot (in the edition Megillat Esther, on which 
see Zedner 383, 582). So, too, Landsofer speaks with 
deep regard of Bahya’s “Duties of the Heart.’? Both em- 
phatically urge the close and regular study of the Script- 
ures and the Talmud. Both Testaments combine a 
strong mysticism with a sober regard for rational prin- 
ciples. The result is a curious glow of style even when 
ritual laws are being discussed. 


Long ago I felt impelled to lay my commands 
upon you, to instruct you in the path and con- 
duct which lead to the service of God. It is true 
that many books have been written for that 
purpose, by that link in a noble chain, Shabthai 
Hurwitz,! and by others after him. Neverthe- 
less I know that the affinity between son and 
father, and their close attachment, must always 
give a father’s words readier entrance than an- 
other’s to the ear and heart of his child. It is 
as though they still stood face to face, bone of 
each other’s bone, in the vividness of olden 
association. 


In any such commands, first of all must be set 
the great principle that the purpose of man’s 
creation is—the service of God. Of that service 
the root is fixed in man’s innermost being, with 
the heart as watchman over it. Prayer, in its 
highest sense, is this heart-service, a complete 


t See above, p. 250. 
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absorption, which no preoccupation invades. 
This degree is not reached by one in a thousand 
of those who are weighed down by human cares. 
They may understand the meaning of the words 
which they utter, and yet fail to attain to the 
love which should accompany them. Therefore, 
on all happenings, write for yourselves some new 
prayer, keeping it, however, carefully within 
lawful lines. Let it be pieced together from 
verses of the Psalms; make particular use of the 
119th.2 He who is incapable of doing this, shall 
pray in German from the depth of his heart. 
Similarly, none of you shall omit, after the 
morning prayer, to pray in German, with es- 
pecial reference to those needs which are most 
regularly felt. Let each of you pray to God 
for a contrite and understanding heart, from 
which ill-will and envy shall be far. Let each 
pray for sustenance, that it may be won honestly 
without the crushing anxiety which drives out 
higher things. Above all, let each pray for loy- 
alty and virtue in his offspring, for power to 
avoid sin. Let him pray that God may im- 
plant in his heart the love of Him, and in his 
home peace. And a petition shall be made that 
prayer itself be free from carnal and foul thoughts, 


2 Lit. “the eight-fold’’; the 119th Psalm, with its 
eight lines to every letter of the Hebrew alphabet, is so 
called in T. B. Ber. 4b. As will be seen from the passage 
quoted in the Hebrew note, the author was a strong advo- 
cate of the study of Hebrew. 

3 By “German” the author means the Judeo-German 
dialect. 
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that good progress may be made in the study of 
the Torah. But each of you can choose the 
exact terms of his own supplication. 

Every day a different form of words must be 
used, lest by familiarity the prayers lose their 
spontaneity. The real end of these prayers is 
not the petitions they contain, but the act of 
petition, the act of praying with genuine emo- 
tion. This is the true service, this the true recog- 
nition of the sovereignty of Him to whom prayer 
is addressed, and to whom belongs the power of 
answering. In other words, prayer is an as- 
piration for that purity of heart which shall in- 
spire the service of God in love and reverence. 
Nor will God withhold this happiness from him 
who seeks it without intermission. 
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COUNSELS OF A MYSTIC 
FROM THE TESTAMENT OF MOsEs HaAsID. 


He that feareth, and trembleth at the word of 
the Lord, should take his chief meal not at night 
but at mid-day. At night, he should eat only a 
small quantity of bread and meat, or something 
else as a light repast. After partaking of this, 
he should proceed to read aloud some folios of 
the Talmud, satisfying himself with his toil in 
the Torah. 

The abstinences imposed on the High Priest? 
on the eve of the Day of Atonement, lay thou 
upon thyself on the eve of every day throughout 
the year. More precious is this course than 
pearls. Be not like those who deny themselves 
fiesh on week-days, but compound for their as- 
ceticism by eating cereal and other vegetable 
dishes so heavily that their sleep is coarsened, 
and they lose more than they gain. Assuredly, 
not for such persons did the Lion? advise ab- 
stention from animal food! 

Read the Shema‘ on retiring to rest, making 
use of the directions of Luria. ’Tis a ladder‘ 


t Mishnah Yoma 1.4. 

2 Isaac Luria, sur-named the “‘lion’’ from the initials 
of the ‘‘Holy Rabbi Israel’, Cf. Schechter, Studies in 
Judaism, ii, 251 ff. 

3 Directions as to devotion, ritual and _ spiritual. 
They are printed in many editions of the prayer-book. 

4 A common Zoharistic symbol for prayer, derived from 
Jacob’s vision (Gen. 28.12). 
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t Some eds. dp. 2D 1nvp...31p’. These varia- 
tions between second and third persons are frequent in 
the versions of Testaments and are also common in one 
and the same version, as in this very paragraph in D, 


which begins in the third and ends in the second person, 
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set up on earth for thy soul’s ascent on high, 
especially if the words are accompanied with 
copious tears. Tears are a strong deterrent 
against the soul’s distraction mid the vani- 
ties of the world. Rather will it make its way 
upwards, returning to thee strong in the fear 
of the Lord, like a new creature.’ ‘‘ New every 
morning, great is Thy faithfulness.’’® 

Ritual ablution is a most important discipline, 
and Luria, who has much to say on the subject, 
points out that for the comprehension of the 
divine mysteries nothing so avails as ablution 
and ritual cleanliness at all times. 

As regards prayer, I counsel limitation to set 
forms as contained in the prayer-books. It is 
not desirable to recite many additional supplica- 
tions.?. They monopolize the time which should 
be devoted to the study of the Torah. Even 
at the midnight exercises,’ I prefer to pray the 
less so as to read the more. 

The study of the Torah must be regular. 
Over and over again repeat what youlearn. It 
must be a table ever laid?; at this meal be not 
sparing; your teeth must be always ready to 
masticate the words of the Torah, as the mill- 
stone is ready to grind the grain. I need not 


5 Cf. p. 299 below. 

6 Lam. 3.23. Cf. Midrash, ad loc. 

7 This refers less to the extensive prayers advocated 
by Jonah Landsofer (above, p. 287), than to the many 
additions found in some rites. 

8 These were much developed under Lurian influence. 

®° Or render: That thy study may always be well- 
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ordered before thee. Repetition was held to be a highly 
important aid to study. 
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admonish you to keep all your books well under 
cover. Yet, as I have seen some persons neglect- 
ful as to this precaution, I add this warning: 

Never allow anger to master thee. A father 
must guard himself against hasty temper in 
his treatment of his children and household. 
On the Sabbath, particularly, he must be very 
patient in his home, lest he destroy the Sabbath 
rest which should pervade his heart. It is a 
wise habit not to reprove a child immediately 
on the offence. Better wait till irritation has 
been replaced by serenity. Let melancholy and 
passion, born of spleen and bile," be banished 
from all hearts on the Sabbath day. Happy the 
lot of those who succeed! For, while irreverence 
obstructs the reception of the Face of the She- 
kinah, anger is a yet greater obstructive. 

Gloom, as Luria urged, is a reprehensible 
frame of mind; it is a barrier to the comprehen- 
sion of the divine mysteries. So our Sages de- 
clared* it altogether unlawful to pray in a 
state of grief, for eager cheerfulness is the dis- 
position in which a servant should minister to 
his master. The only part of the liturgy to 
which sorrow is appropriate is the confession 
ofsins. Therefore habituate thyself to the cast- 
ing out of melancholy from thy heart. Yet let 
not Fear of God be forgotten because of the 
strength of Love of Him. Love and Fear should 
be yoke-fellows. 


10 For this care of books, cf. p. 80f. above. 
m Tikkunim 48. 
1 T.B. Ber. 3la. 
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4 So D. Some eds. omit. 5 D nmai. 
6 D “om) as though the sayings were Luria’s, 
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I like to support an idea of mine on the text: 
‘The word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart, that thou mayest doit.”3 On 
this phraseology I base the thought that the pre- 
cepts must be fulfilled in threeseveral ways. In 
thy mouth—this refers to the study of the pre- 
cepts.4 In thy heart, that refers to the antece- 
dent determination of the heart to perform the 
precepts when the time comes. That thou may- 
‘est do them, this obviously refers to the actual 
performance. These three aspects combine to 
make up a perfect fulfilment, and they corres- 
pond to the faculty which, also under three as- 
pects, is termed breath, spirit, soul. The term 
in thy heart occupies the middle, applying back- 
wards to study and forwards to performance. 
Of a verity, in all things the Merciful demands 
the heart !*5 

I cannot refrain from reminding thee that in 
the prayers which thou utterest it is essential 
to associate thyself with all the sons of Israel. 
This isa rule oft formulated by the Rabbis. It 
is in fact this merging of one’s personality in 
the congregation that makes prayer unselfish. It 
shows that the worshipper is not speaking and 
begging for everything solely to his own advan- 
tage and happiness. Inthe 77kkunim the point 
is insisted on at great length.” ‘“‘ And he saw that 


3 Deut. 30.41. 

™ Cf. Josh. 1.8. 

% T. B. Sanh. 106b. 

6 T, B. Ber. 6. Cf. Book of the Pious, 533, and cf. 
commentaries on O. H. § 116. 
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7 Eds. "27. 8&8 D mew. 





7 The Tikkunim or Tikkune ha-Zohar (J.E., xii, 691) 
are much beloved by Hasid. The passages here quoted are 
much abbreviated from the Tikkune ha-Zohar, §§ 21, 24, 25, 
and particularly the Zohar ha-Hadash § 11. The trans- 
lation slightly deviates from the text in the direction of 
closer adhesion to the original in the Tikkunim. 
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there was no man...but everyone turneth to his 
own way.’’ Everyone, on the Day of Atone- 
ment, cries: ‘Give us life, give us sustenance, 
give us pardon and atonement! Inscribe us 
for life! O greedy pack of whining dogs. Not 
one cries for the spirit which brings God’s Pre- 
sence to the earth.”’ And again, using the same 
comparison, the 7zkkunim complains, ‘“They 
cry like dogs: Give, give! they are unsatiated 
like Gehinnom, which cries: Give, give! as it is 
written, Destruction hath two daughters who 
cry, Give, give!!9 Give us the wealth of this 
world, Give us the wealth of the world to come! 
misinterpreting the saying: Learn much Torah, 
and much reward will be given to you here- 
after.”?° Whence we clearly see that one who 
acts to gain future reward is not of those who 
serve from pure motives. To return to our for- 
mer point. ’Tis a serious matter. For, beyond 
a doubt, he who fails to sympathize with the 
sorrows of the Congregation of Israel, when 
praying: ‘May the Lord bless His people Israel,’ 
shows by this indifference that he has regard 
neither for the glory of God nor for the honor of 
Israel, the Lord’s people, of whom it is said: Ye 
are children of the Lord your God, while it is 
said further: ‘Is Ephraim a darling child unto 
Me? My heart yearneth for him.’’?* There is 
no profanation of the Name greater than this! 
A people unique in its acceptance of the God- 

187 Ps 59.107, Is. 53.0. 

19 Cf. Abodah Zarah, 17a, commenting on Prov. 
30.15. 

a Mishnah Abot, 2 end. 4 Deut. 14.1; Jer. 31.20. 
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head and of the divine Law, is given over to the 
world’s scorn, and lives in low estate. Assuredly, 
he who is not pained to the heart over this, who 
does not suffer in his every limb and sinew woe 
unto such a one! Yet he forsooth pours out 
plenteously his prayers for his own welfare, and 
has no shame, but puts out of sight all concern 
for the tribulations of Israel, of whom the 
Prophet said: ‘‘In all their afflictions He was 
afflicted.’’ He refuses to sympathize with the 
sorrow of the King who is pained at his son’s 
sufferings—such a man deserves to be classed 
with the greedy of soul! 

And know, my beloved! that I oft ask myself: 
With what shall I come before the Lord, how 
lift up my face in the presence of my Maker? 
My iniquities rise over my head, as a heavy 
burden are they upon me. And we, of this age, 
are weaklings; too feeble to fast, too frail for 
penance, unable to endure frequent ablutions. 
But, I bethink myself, (how Luria has said) that 
the admonitions written by earlier and later 
moralists, with their ascetic rites severe as snow, 
were meant for those whose occupations did not 
permit them to apply themselves constantly 
to the Torah. But he who has the knowledge 
and fear of God, which are the true means of 
setting one’s heart right, must not weaken his 
body nor interrupt his studies. Only one day 
in every week he may remove himself from the 
society of other men, and pass his hours alone 
in the near Presence of his Maker. His every 
thought will be bound up in Him, as though he 
stood before Him on the Day of Judgment. 
Then will he speak to the blessed God, as a child 
speaks to his father, and withal as a servant to 
his Master! 
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IN DEFIANCE OF DESPONDENCY 
FROM THE TESTAMENT OF ISRAEL BAALSHEM 


The founder of the modern sect of Hasidim,-Israel son 
of Eleazar, was born in 1700, and died in Miedzyboz on 
May 22, 1760 (J. E., ii, 383). He is familiarly known as 
Besht, i. e. Baal Shem-tob. His career, with its mixture 
of fact and legend in the reports, is brilliantly told by S. 
Schechter in Studies in Judaism I, pp. 1-55. 


An interesting romantic picture is drawn by I. Zangwill 
in the “ Master of the Name”’ in his Dreamers of the Ghetto. 
The selection printed in this volume is characteristic of 
Besht’s position. Besht did not attack the rabbinic 
scheme of righteousness under the Law, but he refused 
to regard Lawastheend. The end, according to him, was 
union with God, the realization that life is a divine mani- 
festation, and that every act, whether ‘material’ or 
“‘religious,’’ performed under that realization, is a sanc- 
tification of the soul. | 

The “‘Testament of Besht’’ is printed in 7”2°7 mxnx 750 
nw numm, Zolkiew, 1820. See also E. Z. Zweifel’s 
Syiw by mbyw, 1868. 


These Testamentary directions are taken from the lit- 
erary remains of Isaiah of Janova, as having been derived 
from verbal communications by the Besht, with additions 
from the rules of Baer of Meseritz and of Isaac Luria. 
Mystical ideas on the soul’s perfection are found here; also ) 
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discussions of penances and solitude; fasting before prayer; 
in that prayer is a yielding up of the soul; bodily sur- 
vival after prayer is an act of loving-kindness on the part 
of God; bodily health necessary for due worship; reverence 
of God essential as a safeguard to the familiarity of love. 
There is an urgent plea for the service of God at all times 
and in all conditions, and a strong protest against despair 
under a consciousness of sin. 

Some of the wills take indeed a sombre view, and (as in 
Elijah of Wilna’s) the text is the ‘“‘ Vanity of Vanities”’ 
of Ecclesiastes. Life, he says, is like a draught of salt 
water, its pleasures seem to quench, but they really inflame 
thirst. To-day’s smile is to-morrow’s tear. But this 
sombreness is not despair; it is merely the foil to the true 
happiness induced by a life of virtue. 


I am indifferent to the world’s call, and this is 
the meaning of the text Ps. 16.8.1 If I possess 
the quality of equanimity I know that my one 
objective is God. Equanimity of this type is 
acquired by absorption in God, for the effort 
towards this end leaves no room for lower aspira- 
tions. So he who serves the Creator continuously 
has no leisure for vain pride. . . Similarly, if 
the vision of a beautiful woman come suddenly 
to a man’s eyes, or if he perceive any other fair 
and lovely thing, he should unhesitatingly ask 
himself: Whence comes this beauty except from 
the divine force which permeates the world? 
Consequently the origin of this beauty is divine, 


t The author plays upon the word ‘nw, Ps. 16.8, to 
which he gives the sense of “‘liken’’, ‘make equal.” 
Hence he derives the idea of ‘equanimity.’ 
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and why should I be attracted by the part? 
Better for me to be drawn after the All, the 
Source of every partial beauty! If a man taste 
something good and sweet, let the taster conceive 
that it is from the heavenly sweetness that the 
sweet quality is derived. Such perception of 
beauty then is an experience of the Eternal, 
blessed be He. . .Further if he hear some amus- 
ing story and he derives pleasure from it, let 
him bethink himself that this is an emanation 
from the realm of Love. . 

Every man must devote all his capabilities to 
the service of God, for all things are intended to 
serve God. Under no circumstances of life must 
this service be intermitted. For instance, a man 
may be walking and talking with other men, 
and he cannot then be studying the Torah. None 
the less must he on those occasions cleave close 
to God, in full consciousness of His uniqueness. 
Or the man may be on a journey, and thus un- 
able to pray in his usual fashion. Atsuch times 
he must find a mode of service other than prayer. 
Let him not allow this to oppress his spirit, for 
God’s will it is that service of Him takes now 
one form, now another. Accordingly, when 
starting on a journey, or entering on converse 
with his friends, he should hold himself ready 
to serve in relation to the opportunity. Fora 
man, wherever he is or whatsoever he does, must 
concentrate his thoughts on the Shekinah, full 
of love for her, yearning for her love. And his 
recurrent thought must be: ‘‘When shall I be 
worthy of the indwelling in me of the Light of 
the Divine Presence?”’ 
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Sometimes the evil yezer? betrays a man, per- 
suading him that he has committed a deadly sin. 
Possibly he has failed in some stringency of the 
law, possibly he had done no wrong atall. The 
yezer’s purpose is to drive him into despondency 
over the supposed lapse, and by inducing a condi- 
tion of gloom render him incapable of service. 
Let man beware of this dastardly trick! Let 
him retort on the yezer: “I perceive thy design 
to lure me from service. Thou speakest a lie! 
If indeed I have sinned a little, the more grati- 
fied will my Creator be if I refuse to let my of- 
fence interrupt the joyousness of my service. 
On the contrary, I will go on serving Him in 
ahappy mood. For I serve not for my own ends 
but to give God pleasure. If I do not worry 
about this peccadillo, with which thou chargest 
me, God will not take it amiss. For I ignore it, 
that my service be not stayed for a single in- 
stant.’’ This is the great rule of service: Bid 
melancholy, avaunt! 

Weeping is an exceeding great evil,4 for man 
must serve in joy. If, however, weeping comes 
through joy, then is it an exceeding great good. 

Therefore let a man desist from anxiety as to 
his conduct, for such an attitude is produced by 
the yezer’s plot to overawe him, to make him 


2 On the evil inclination or impulse, see J.E., xii, 
601. 

3 Cf. Schechter, Studies in Judaism, 1, 39. 

4 Other mystics took another view. Thus in his 
Testament Moses Hasid writes: ‘‘ Weeping is good at all 
times,” § 17. 
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despair of fully accomplishing his duty. A sure 
hindrance to service is this despair! Hasa man 
really stumbled? Let him not yield overmuch 
to paralyzing grief. Let him indeed sigh for 
his sin, but then let him turn again in joy to the 
Creator, blessed be He! 
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XX 
ELIJAH:DE VEALI TO HIS CHILDREN 


FROM THE TESTAMENT OF ELIJAH SON OF 
RAPHAEL DE VEALI. 


Alessandria, in North Italy, was the site of a Jewish settle- 
ment after the expulsion of the Jews from Spain in 1492 
(See J. E., 1, 340). The community rarely enjoyed tran- 
quiility until it received equal and political rights in 1848. 
Yet, throughout the troubled history of the community, 
the Rabbis were not wanting in distinction. 

Elijah the Levite, son of Raphael Solomon, surnamed 
Saba (according to J. E. the family assumed the name De 
Veali, beginning with Elijah), held the position of Rabbi 
in Alessandria between the years 1738 and 1792. Nepi 
tells us that he was associated in his studies with Lam- 
pronti; they certainly worked together under Rabbi Judah 
Brielof Mantua. Elijah had something of a reputation as 
a wonder-worker and visionary. But he also has more 
solid claims to fame. He was a poet, and many of his 
Marriage Odes have been published (See Zedner, p. 231). 
He was a Cabbalist, and an authority on rabbinic law; 
some of his Responsa are quoted. 

His Testament is a very long, elaborate, and valuable 
treatise. Hegives full directions for the funeral, and enters 
into many erudite disquisitions on subjects connected with 
death and repentance. “He says much that is worthy of 
attention on the general principles of the moral life. His 
Testament has never been printed. The editor of the 


present volume possesses the author’s original autograph 
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of the Testament; there is a clean copy, also apparently 
autograph, in the Bodleian (Cat. Neubauer, No. 2590). 
Neubauer (p. 1130) describes its contents as ‘‘ ethical, casu- 
istical, and kabbalistical.’’ This is a fair characterization. 
A bundle of letters (chiefly in Italian) by members of the 
family, including Elijah, is also in the Bodleian collec- 
tion (No. 2595). 

In the course of his Testament, Elijah twice quotes the 
“Short Will’ of Benjamin Cohen Vitali, who forbade any 
funeral oration in his own honor, and ordered that he 
was to be interred ina simple linen shroud. Elijah adopts 
both rules for hisown obsequies. Heappointsas one of his 
executors R. Solomon Michael Jonah, Rabbi of Torino 
(See Mortara, Indice, p. 30). Elijah directs that, during 
the whole week of mourning, prayers are to be held with 
minyan in his room, and that a short passage from his 
Testament is to be read by his son Moses Zakut. Though 
Elijah wrote Italian, he used the German term Jahrzeit. 
He requests that from funds left by him, and to be sup- 
plied by the community, booksare to be purchased annually 
for the Talmud Torah school. The books are to include 
copies of the Bible, the Shulhan Aruk and the Menorat 
ha-Maor. 


So far I have given directions relating to my- 
self. Now I will put forth my hand a second 
time and take the wisdom of the aged ;? to give 
command unto my house. ‘‘Command’’ means 
rather encouragement? from now onwards to 
my offspring, to whom I would fain bequeath 

1 Ts. 11.11; Job. 12.20. The author means he will 
follow the olden prescription to give testamentary ex- 
hortations to his children. 

2 Sifre Num. i; Num. Rabbah 7. 
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a gift over which they must stand at guard. 
This legacy is my exhortation to them to learn 
the fear of God all their days. I will make them 
know my testimonies, I will adorn them with 
crowns. Forif my children ask me: What ser- 
vitude is this that I require of them?3 this shall 
be my answer: I am offering unto you not 
servitude but a Kingdom, for the righteous rules 
by the fear of God. Many are the messengers 
of God and fathers are among them; they are 
His partners.4 Father telleth unto son His 
truth—the truth of the Torah5, the life-giving 
lot of His inheritance. If I shall have executed 
His mission, without wavering, therein shall be 
my rest forever! 

Come listen unto me, my children, let not 
your minds despise my words! I would have 
you hold yourselves as men hired for the day’s 
work, saying every morning: “To-day I will 
be a faithful servant to the All-Master.’’ Keep 
yourselves the whole day from anger, falsehood, 
hatred, contention, envy and incontinence. For- 
give every one who troubles you. For half 
an hour supplicate God’s aid to bring you to Re- 
pentance; do this in synagogue, this day, and 
on the morrow also! At least appoint one day 
a week for such exercise. I do not ask you 
to torture yourselves with fasting, although 


nowadays the whole world ought to repent with © 


3 There are throughout this paragraph many snatches © 


of Scriptural texts. 
4 T. B. Kidd. 30b. 
5 Or this phrase may be joined to the next clause. 


{ 
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the sharpest rites of betterment. But it would 
be a fine thing if at least on Mondays and Thurs- 
days in every week, the days on which tehinah® 
is recited, you would limit your morning meal 
to a morsel of bread and water by measure, for 
the good of your souls and the health of your 
bodies, to fit yourselves for the Divine Presence 
and to make atonement for what you have done 
amiss. 

Now in the forefront of my petitions is this: 
Show all honor to your mother, in heart, in 
speech, in action. And this further I entreat. 
Live together in love and brotherliness and 
friendship, dwelling if possible together in one 
household’, with peace within your walls, and 
prosperity within your palaces.’ And as for you, 
O husbands, honor your wives; and the latter 
shall on their part do full honor to their hus- 
bands, being to them a garland of roses, sweet 
flowers whose scent is of Lebanon. Be faith- 
ful shepherds of your flocks, watching your off- 
spring, regarding their doings, wisely leading 
them to bask in the garden of the Lord, in which 
they, your young ones, shall luxuriate and flour- 
ish. And as for you, be ye in your conduct a 
light to their paths. 


6 The special penitential prayers added to the morn- 
ing service on those days. 

7 Lit. “bond,” but apparently the author means 
in one residence, the common rule indeed in the great Italian 
homes. 

8 Ps. 122.7. The conceit that follows, based on Eccl. 
4.9, is scarcely reproducible in English. 
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If your wealth increase,9 be not proud; unto 
the rich, more than others, is humility becoming. 
They that possess most should be the most lowly, 
gratefully recognizing that they have their all 
from God. Pride oft displays itself in men’s 
dress; avoid this form of arrogance just as ye 
concern yourselves with your moral excellence. 
Be ye attired so that you and your garments 
harmonize. Let your dress be righteousness, 
wear modest stuffs, not embroideries or gold and 
silver. Grace is not shown by fine feathers, but 
is revealed by unobtrusive bearing. 


Happy will ye be, my children, my disciples, 
and all who attend to my counsel, if ye keep 
strict account of your expenditure, avoiding all 
superfluities, acting parsimoniously to yourselves 
and generously to others! And what ye save 
from frivolous outlays, add bountifully to your 
charities, and to your loans to the poor in the 
hour of their need. So have I read’ of the bro- 
ther of Obadiah of Bertinoro, the expounder of 
the Mishnah, that he was extremely rich, but 
lived on bare necessaries in order to support his 
famous brother who was settled in Jerusalem. 
It has been a life-long sorrow to me to behold 
how, on the contrary, so many, of whatever 
station, spend extravagantly on themselves and 
their own pleasures, sparing nothing on their 
soul’s desires, but acting the most miserly part 


°UPs, O2.1 1. 
10 In Conforti’s Kore ha-dorot. 
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towards others, to whom they yield no services 
at all; not among such should be the portion of 
Jacob! 

Beware of entering into obligations involving 
suretyship. I would not have you think that 
I myself avoided the mistake. I acted other- 
wise out of my willingness to help others. Oft- 
en I paid. Often I became liable to serious 
troubles from which God delivered me. But 
miracles do not happen every day, and you must 
notrely onthem." Therefore flee from the act of 
becoming guarantor as from a sword. Never 
stand surety” whether in written or verbal pro- 
mises. And, in general, in your business transac- 
tions, examine before you sign any document or 
obligation whatever it be. Do not rely on the 
skill of the official scribe, or of any other writer. 
I am grateful to the cheats who opened my eyes 
by their wiles. And in this connection, I warn 
you against making promises for fulfilment at a 
future time. Once I promised the Collectors 
for the Hebron Academy* seven Venetian lire 
annually for ten years in succession. Though 
I distinctly inscribed in the book that I made 
no absolute undertaking to pay the subscrip- 
tion, yet I felt bound to settle the whole ten 
years’ account at once and IJ received the receipt 
for my advance payment. So reluctant was I 
to assume responsibilities which would not 
mature till a later date. 

1 T. B. Pes. 50b, 64b. 3 T:,.B. Yeb..109a, 
%3 The first modern Academy (Yeshibah) was founded 


in Hebron in the first part of the eighteenth century (cf 
J.E., Viz p. 312). 
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Similarly, with any religious duty never post- 
pone its performance. As our Sages said, duty 
must be done at the earliest eligible moment.*4 
So, too, if you notice in your homes anything, 
whether insignificant or important, which is 
out of order, and which by neglect may in 
course of time prove seriously injurious to body,, 
soul, or property, lose no time, but at once set 
the matter right, whether to destroy or to over- 
turn, to build or to plant—for sometimes one 
must upset so as to straighten. Thus will ye 
eradicate the poisonous plant before it can take 
root and produce its noxious fruit.% 

Keep careful accounts, and strike an annual 
balance. Apply the same rule to your moral 
conduct, and look to it that ye strengthen the 
house where necessary. Search with strong 
lights, make search on search—use light on light 
to pry into all the crevices of your soul'®, and 
make haste to ascend to your Father in Heaven 
with Prayer, Repentance, and Charity... 

Love work, hate lordship’’, and the idleness 
which tires more than toil itself. No rest excels 
that derived from labor in the Torah and in 
affairs of real import. Be ye kings, not slaves 
to your passions, rulers over your own spirit. 
True is the epigram"™*: questioning is the half 


4 T, B. Pes. 3a. 
% Deut. 29.17. 
1 Cf. Pesikta Rab. ch. 8, on Zeph. 12; see also Ps. 


17 Abot, 1.10. 
*8 Chowce of Pearls, ch. i (beginning). 
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of wisdom. But questions may be inept, for 
inquisitiveness in itself isimpudence. Judge ye 
therefore truly in your minds whether the ques- 
tion is a suitable one. But put not this res- 
triction on yourselves with regard to matters 
connected with religion. There are no bound- 
aries on high; never hesitate to ask where the 
acquisition of virtue is concerned, but ask with- 
out stint, bring your empty vessels not a few, 
seek ye righteousness, seek ye humility, and the 
Lord will not withhold good from you! 

If ye render a kindness to any man, do not 
recurrently remind him of it. This is a des- 
picable habit. It is comparable to the son who 
feeds his father on dainties, yet inherits Ge- 
hinnom.!? So was Nehemiah punished—his. 
Book not being named after him?—because 
of his boast: ‘‘Remember unto me, O God, for 
good, all that I have done for this people.” 
But fix ye this maxim in your hearts: Do what 
you say, but say not what you do! 


1» T, J. Kidd. 1.7. The son fed his father on choice 
poultry, but did it with insults; hence his condemnation. 

20 Neh. 5.19. According to T. B. Sanh. 93b, the 
Book of Nehemiah was accounted as part of the Book of 
Ezra because of Nehemiah’s pride in his virtue. 
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LETTER OF ELIJAH (GAON) OF WILNA 


Elijah b. Solomon, called the Wilna Gaon, was born in 
that town in 1720 and died there in 1797. A brilliant 
character sketch of this famous scholar may be read in 
S. Schechter’s Studies in Judaism, first series, chapter III. 
There is also a good biographical article in J. E. v, p. 133. 
The Letter which is here printed was written when he was 
on a journey to Palestine. His plan was not fulfilled, and 
he did not proceed further than Germany. The Letter 
was written at Konigsberg (J. E., v, 134 b); he seems to 
have returned home soon afterwards. 


Two of his sons, Aryeh Leb and Abraham, attained a 
reputation for learning and piety; one of his sons-in-law, 
R. Moses of Pinsk, is also known to fame. His wife, who 
was still living when the Letter was written, died in 1783 
(Schechter, op. cit. p. 107). His mother, also, was still 
alive; the writer’s references to both are among the most 
interesting features of the epistle. 


For the discussion of the tone and contents of the Letter 
see Schechter (loc. cit.). Possibly his severity is there 
somewhat overrated, for the Letter (though ascetically 
inspired) is not lacking in the softer graces. 


The text of the Letter differs considerably in the dif- 
ferent Versions of it. The editions here collated are 
mainly those contained in the mpnnb> ody. This first 
appeared in Minsk in 1836 and in subsequent reprints; 


Se) 
N77 NS 


sm ya to awd prim spi nob ya wrbs 
ponn ap by po ary .pn nwa ow wen An nwa 
Studies in Judaism wow bw DDI N¥D) TIT DDTDAA 
a7 yon by mp 7DND O) ww ."1 DID wT WD 
AT won yD owbusn mena asp bp xiwa yn 7p 
y1nd iyon> qorw mywa mans: mp nopTa nxn yop 
oo .syen bs non yo aR xd inawm Sas daw 
YY) MyAoYMp ya MAND) NNT .NDwWS PISA pop mr 
mea (Syd son opoa basa nan mappa 
SP yor MNayd Aman aw 

pd) omd> OyT yo oman 2d amos pa ow 
JOONDD 3") 7 .porpy nwo °an wwinnd any) ,oTbds 
O'n Apay .N-UNT AAnDw Aywa Ty ANN 7wE nS 
rp yt yd nana pa awsw AND yopn nwaen bb 
ppm pa on yenw> manor ron Ay en ANT wr oO 
use by mawn anya 

su2v bw ymuppd ns ANT MDM Nw pod yma 
by anton by vyo ornn ginw qwes .Soyd sonm inp0a 
mrs (p>y mp1] ON MID AN Mw anon 
yr? AIDA MYsty) mI7 AMIN 

ny MwA NANI! TAIT AN Naw ND 
MXSDIT IMS an “DY J onaxia mdond crnwr ww 


mwean oye. wRxd> xx mm oqpon mend obdy,a 
311 


312 ETHICAL WILLS 


the Warsaw edition of 1856 has a Judeo-German para- 
phrase. It is also printed in the 1884 edition of M. H. 
Luzzatto’s onw nooo (p. 74). An important edition 
is to be found at the end of Hayyim b. Joseph Vital’s 
mwripn ayy 'o (Aleppo 1866). This is often preferable 
to the rest; it is referred to as A in the Notes to the Hebrew 
text; the other editions as V. Where the variants are 
too considerable for collation, the most important of them 
are given at some length in the Notes. The student 
should refer to the notes on the Hebrew text, for the 
variations often contain different meanings from those 
of the text here adopted. 


Grieve not at all on my departure for the Land 
of Israel (may it be built and established!). 
You! gave me indeed a firm promise to that effect. 
And why should you be anxious? Many men 
travel years long, in search of money, leaving 
wives and children, themselves wanderers and 
strayers in want ofall things.?, But I, thanks be 
to God, am on my way to the Holy Land, which 
everyone is eager to behold; the desired of all 
Israel, the desired of God Himself, the land for 
which in heaven and on earth all beings yearn. 
And I journey in peace, blessed be the Lord, 
though thou knowest’ that I have torn myself 
from my children, for whom my heart moans, 


1 V, ‘‘my mother gave, etc.” 
? Deut..28..48.) 
3 This isa parenthetic remark to the author’s wife. 
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2 V.mnn-ox > amvany. —s3-:*V. aibwa. 
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from all my precious books, and from the glorious 
splendor of my house,4 and have become as a 
stranger in another country. 

It is a familiar truth that this world is alto- 
gether vain, itsdelightsephemeral. Woetothem 
who pursue after vanity which profiteth nothing! 
Be not eager after wealth, for there are “riches 
kept by the owner thereof to his hurt.’’5 Asa 
man came forth from his mother’s womb, naked 
shall he return®; as he entered, so shall he quit 
the world. What profiteth it him, that he 
laboreth for the wind and though he live a thous- 
and years twice told, enjoy no good? Evenifa 
man live many years, rejoicing in them all, yet 
must he remember the days of darkness, for 
they shall be many, all that cometh is vanity. 
As for mirth, what doth it accomplish?? What 
gives you pleasure to-day, will make you weep 
tomorrow. Neither be zealous after glory, 
which is likewise a vain thing. Time deceives, 
resembling a balance which raises the light and 
lowers the heavy. 

Moreover, this world may be likened to one 
who drinks salt water; he seems to quench his 
thirst, but he grows thirstier from the draught. 
No man dies with half his desires attained, and 
what profit has he of all his toil?? Remember 
the former generations, whose love and ambition 
and joy have already vanished, and who are 


4 Esther 1. 4. The writer refers to his wife. 
Ss Eccles. 5. 12. © Jobel.21. 
7_Eccles..5).18; 6.6: 11.4.3: 25,2: 

§ Eccles. 1. 3. Cf. Midrash ad loc. 
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enduring their manifold penalties. Destined 
to the worms, what is man’s enjoyment, when 
the grave transforms all enjoyments into bitter- 
ness? Death is near and inevitable,? it is no 
mere accident; life is a series of vexations and 
pains, and sleepless nights are the common lot. 
For every word judgment is exacted, no word 
(however light) is overlooked. Therefore I urge 
you to make solitude your habit, for the sin of 
the tongue weighs as much as all sins put to- 
gether. So, after enumerating the sins, the 
punishment for which man eats in this world 
(while the stock remains for the world to come), 
our Sagesadd: ‘“‘and slander equals themall.’’” 

But why need I dilate on this mast serious 
of sins? ‘‘Alla man’s labour is for his mouth, ”’ 
on which text our Sages remarked" that all a 
man’s pious acts and studies fail to compensate 
for his frivolous speech. What should be man’s 
chief objective in this world? To make himself 
as one dumb,” tightening his lips like the two 
mill-stones. ‘The entire penalty of the “hollow 
of the sling’’ is due to man’s idle words; for every 
vain utterance he must be slung from end to 
end of the world.* All this applies to words which 
are merely superfluous, but with regard to for- 


’ or ‘‘ever hastens 


9 Lit. “is entwined round him,’ 
after him.” 

10 Tosefta Peah 1.2 (ed. Zuckermandel p. 18, though 
the reading there is somewhat different). 

1 Eccles. Rabbah on 6. 7. 

2 T, B. Hullin 89a. 


13 Shabb. 152b on basis of I Sam. 25. 29. 
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bidden speech—such as slander, scoffing, oaths, 
vows, dissensions, and curses, (particularly in 
Synagogue and on Sabbaths and festivals)—for 
all such must a man sink very deep into Sheol. 
Tis impossible, indeed, to estimate the chastise- 
ments and sorrows which a man bears because 
of a single utterance—every word of his is noted. 
Daily and inexorably angelic witnesses stand by 
and keep account, as it is said: ‘‘a bird of 
the air shall carry the voice, and that which 
hath wings shall tellthe matter.’ ‘Suffer not 
thy mouth to bring thy flesh into guilt, neither 
say thou before the messenger that it was an 
error, wherefore should God beangry?’’S There- 
fore let a woman remember that ‘‘all glorious 
is the king’s daughter within (the palace) ;’’% 
whatever she needs, let her buy through a deputy; 
and even if she has to pay twice or thrice the 
price, is the Lord’s hand waxed short?” God, 
blessed be He, feeds and sustains all creatures, 
from buffalo to mite, giving to each according to 
its need."® On Sabbaths and festivals speak not 
at all of matters which are not absolutely essen- 
tial, and even in such cases be very brief. For 
the sanctity of the Sabbath is great indeed, and 
only with reluctance did the authorities allow 
even the exchange of greetings—so severe were 
they regarding even a single utterance.» Honor 


™ Eccles. 10. 20; applied to angels in the Midrash. 

1 Eccles. 5. 5. 1 Ps, 45. 14. 17 Num. 11.23. 

2% T, B. Abodah Zarah 3b. 

9 On the author’s exceptional asceticism, cf. Schechter, 
Studies in Judaism, 1 p. 88. f. 
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then the Sabbath to the utmost, as was done when 
I was with you. Be in nowise niggardly, for 
though God determines how much a person 
shall have, this does not apply to Sabbaths and 
festivals.?° 

I also make an especial and emphatic request 
that you train your daughters to the avoidance 
of objurgations, oaths, lies or contention. Let 
their whole conversation be conducted in peace, 
love, affability and gentleness. I possess many 
moral books with German (versions); let them 
read these regularly; above all on the Sabbath— 
the holy of holies—they should occupy themselves 
with these ethical books exclusively. Fora curse, 
an oath, or a lie, strike them; show no softness 
in the matter. For, (God forbid!) the mother | 
and father are punished for the corruption of the 
children. Even if you do your best to train 
them morally and fail, woe to your shame here 
and hereafter,—‘‘she profaneth her father.”’ 
Therefore use your utmost rigor in their moral 
training, and may Heaven help you to success! 
So with other matters, such as the avoidance of 
slander and gossip; the regular recital of grace 
before and after meals, the reading of the Shema‘, 
all with true devotion. The fundamental rule, 
however, is that they gad not about in the streets, 
but incline their ear to your words and honor 
you and my mother and all their elders.27 Urge 


2 T. B. Bezah 16a. 

21°V. Their mother. Throughout this translation the 
word “‘you”’ has been employed where it is difficult to 
decide whether the author is addressing his wife solely 
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them to obey all that is written in the moral 
books. 

Furthermore, bring up your sons in the right 
way and with gentleness. Their teacher must be 
constantly in your house, and you must pay him 
generously. All a man’s expenditure is ap- 
pointed from the New Year, but (as the Talmud 
adds) this does not apply to expenditure on 
education.” I have left the necessary books 
for tuition. Pay careful heed to the children’s 
health and diet, so that they never lack anything. 
They should first study all the Pentateuch,”3learn- 
ing it practically by heart. Let not the teacher 
impose his yoke heavily on them, for instruction 
is only efficient when it is conveyed easily and 
agreeably. Give the children small presents 
of money and the like, to please them,—this 
helps their studies. To this apply your unfail- 
ing attention, all else is vanity. At his death 
a man carries away with him from all his toil 
naught but two changes of white garments.”4 
“No man can by any means redeem his brother. 
Be not afraid when one waxeth rich.. .for when 
he dieth he shall carry nothing away.’5 Say 
not: I will bequeath to my children money and 
means for their support. Know that the sons 
of man are like the grasses of the field, some 
flourish and others wither, each being born under 


or the whole family. In this passage it is clearly the 
wife who is intended. 

22 Economy in education is not a virtue; T. B. Bezah 
16a. 233 V. Bible. 

24 Shroud and tallit. Cf. Yoreh Deah, ch. 351. 

235 Ps, 49.8, etc. 
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his star, and under the Providence of the Most 
High God. The heirs of a wealthy man rejoice 
at his death, to inherit his estate, while he 
descends to the grave and leaves his wealth 
to others. So it was said of R. Simeon ben 
Lakish, who left behind him nothing more than 
a measure of saffron, that he applied to himself 
the text: “‘and leave their wealth to others.’ 
Woe and alas for the sins of men who toil and 
moil to leave their children money and goods 
and full houses! All this is vanity, for the only 
profit in sons and daughters is their Torah and 
their virtue. Their sustenance, on the other 
hand, is appointed unto them by God. He who 
created them, creates also their means of sup- 
port. A man’s main concern should be to acquire 
the future world by the charitable and benevo- 
lent use of his money, honoring the Lord with 
his substance.” 

Moreover, well known is the reward accruing 
to women for seeing that their sons attend school. 
I wish particularly to impress this on my wife. 
As our Sages say, no woman is regarded as 
worthy unless she performs her husband’s will,” 
the more so when his words are the precepts of 
the living God. Though I am confident that 
she will carry out all my instructions, I neverthe- 
less insist that there be no modification made, 
that this Letter be read every week—particularly 
on the Sabbath before the meal—and that it be 


26 Ps, 49. 11. T. B. Gittin 47a. 
27 Prov. 3. 9. T. B. Berakot 17a. 
2 Tana debe Eliyahu, ch. 9. 
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33 V. mdy1. 

34 V. omit 7 words. 33 V. nawn ova) yiawa N’D 


319 ETHICAL WILLS 


impressed on your children during the meal to 
avoid conversing on frivolous or secular matters, 
and above all to be on guard against slander 
and the like. 

When you lead your sons and daughters in 
the good way,”?? let your words be tender and 
caressing, in terms of discipline that win the 
heart’s assent. Particularly, is this essential 
if we are to enjoy the privilege of settling in the 
Land of Israel, where it is necessary to walk 
firmly in the ways of the Lord. Therefore 
accustom them to a life of virtue and noble 
character, to which end much training is re- 
quired. Habit dominates all things, and be- 
comes nature; all beginnings are hard, continua- 
tions are easy. The wicked knows of himself 
that his way is evil and bitter, but it is difficult 
to tear himself from his folly. For this is the 
way of man. At the door sin coucheth,% and his 
yezer rulesover him. Its spice3‘in the case of men 
is study of the Torah, and for women modesty. 
To his death-day must man chasten himself, not 
by fasts and penances, but by a bridle to his 
mouth and his lust. This bridle is Return?? (to 
God). This is the whole fruit of the world to 


29 T. B. Sanhedrin 76b. 30 Eccles. 12. 13; Gen. 4. 7. 

3x i, e. remedy or preservative. Cf. T. B. Kiddushin, 
30b. 

32 Repentance would be an inadequate rendering. 


46 This clause is added from A., which differs consider- 
ably in wording in the following passage. 


a7 A, Pap. 


nisiy 319 


fodya) oat nat Xow anyon eqina qma 
sexpo1 yon pwba ow a1 275m ona 
Paes Silo. iisal pia. ane) 
by paw nan 1p 273 Onin) oD7 PIA 
> .Ssnw sys not mon ox wrpar .2sabz 
poain joo. wm caata asp qo spay ow 
a9 Din sm paxyw maw ni ow 7272 
bo) .eyay mwyn pobw raat ba by Srinm 
yay “yw > mim poo") mwp mbnnn 
winp> 15 mwpw 48 1D07 101 yw wxya 
yan nsyn nnp> .oasn $5 area ambooa 
sana poy ons dw poam ans? yoy wdv 
OANA Pas im oy ay .smyaxm mapa 
PD ]DID pr opwo) onmayna xd ron 
san odin eon $5 an .nawn7 inn innsnat 


. omit 3 words and read 41n\). 
. omit 2 words and read 1’n. 
. differ in wording here, but the sense is the same. 
Pho soe! Go VO sandy: 
. omit 5 words and read 77¥ niqAM A377 Dd. 
. omit 2 words. 
3 V. 5$mm mead Snr qin; A. adds 1bpSp yn ony 
YI DMvyn. 4 A. >D>Dn. 45 V., omit clause, 


< 9S SS ox 


320 ETHICAL WILLS 


come, as it is written: ‘‘For the commandment 
is a lamp and the Law is light,”’ but ‘the re- 
proofs of instruction are the way of life.’’33 This 
transcends all conceivable fasts and penances; 
and he who succeeds in muzzling his mouth, will 
merit in measureless abundance of the Light 
treasured up in the future world.34 And the 
Scripture saith:5 “Who is the man that de- 
sireth life, and loveth days that he may see 
good therein? Keep thy tongue from evil, and 
thy lips from speaking guile.’’ Thereby shall 
his iniquity find atonement, and he be saved 
from the depths of the netherworld. So is it 
said: ‘‘Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue 
keepeth his soul from troubles:’’ and again: 
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue.’’® 
Woe to him that slayeth himself by his speech! 
(If the serpent bite before it is charmed) what 
advantage hath the charmer? For slander once 
spoken there is no remedy. Therefore the rule 
must be: Speak of no man to his praise, still 
less to his dispraise. For what has a man to 
-do with slander? ‘The mouth of slander is a 
deep pit, he that is abhorred of the Lord falleth 
therein.’’37 

Against this offence the most effective hedge 
is solitude—to avoid ever leaving the house for 
the streets unless under pressure of extreme 
necessity or in order to perform an important 


33 °*Prov. 6.723. 34 T. B. Hagigah, 12 a. 

35 Ps. 34, 13-14. 36 Prov. 21. 23, 18. 21. 

37 Prov. 22. 14 applied to slander, blasphemy and 
evil speech in T. B. Shabbat 33a, 
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religious duty. The Scripture hints at this.3® 
Even in Synagogue make but a very short stay 
and depart. It is better to pray at home, for 
in Synagogue it is impossible to escape envy 
and the hearing of idle talk. Men have to give 
account for it; as the Sages say,3? he who merely 
listens and is silent is culpable. The more so on 
Sabbaths and festivals, when people assemble to 
talk, it would be better not to pray atall. It is 
also better for your daughter not to go to Syna- 
gogue,* for there she would see garments of em- 
broidery and similar finery. She would grow 
envious and speak of it at home, and out of this 
would come scandal and other ills. Let her 
seek her glory in her home, cleaving ever to 
diseipline, and showing no jealousy for worldly 
gauds, vain and delusive as they are,#* coming up 
in a night and perishing in a night.4? Thus is it 
written:3 ‘Though his excellency mount up 
to the heavens,”’ yet ‘‘riches are not for ever.” 


38 The author quotes Levit. 16. 4: ‘He shall put 
on the holy linen (tunic).’’ The Hebrew bad means 
“linen”’ and also ‘‘alone’’. 

39 T. B. Pesahim 118a. 

4 V. “to the women’s synagogue.” 

at Jer. 10. 15; 51. 8. 

42 Jonah 4. 10. 

43 Job 20. 6; Prov. 27. 24. 
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This world’s pleasure, even in its hour, is vanity— 
condemned in the eyes of every intelligent being. 
Woe and alas that men go astray in this matter !#4 
Do you rather show zeal for the fear of the Lord 
all day, becoming worthy of the world hereafter. 
Say not: How shall I become thus worthy, 
whatamIabletodo? For it matters not whether 
one do much or little, so long as he directs his 
heart heavenwards.*5 

Among my books is the Book of Proverbs in 
German; for the Lord’s sake let them read it 
every day, as it is chief of moral works. They 
should also read Ecclesiastes constantly, in your 
presence; for this book exposes the vanity of 
temporal concerns. But the end must not bea 
mere perusal of these books, for man does not 
thus gain incentive. Many aman reads moral 
words without rousing himself to moral works. 
Partly because they merely read, partly because 
they fail to understand—this renders the reading 
fruitless. This is shown in the Parable of one 
who sows* without ploughing the soil, so that the 
wind snatches the seed and satisfies the birds. 
Because he cannot restrain himself or make 
himself a fence, he is like one who sows without 


44 Or “in this world’’. 

4s Mishnah Menahot (end). 

46 See Prince and Nazirite (by Hisdai) ch. 10. Cf. 
I. Abrahams, Studies in Pharisaism, First Series, p. 93. 
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fence, and the pigs consume it and tread it down. 
Sometimes one sows on stone, the stony heart 
into which no seed enters at all, and it is neces- 
sary to strike the stone until it is split. There- 
fore I have bidden you to strike your children 
if they refuse to obey you. “Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and even when he is 
old he will not depart from it.’47 This is the 
great rule! I include in all this exhortation 
my son-in-law, who must follow the course of 
reading which I have prescribed. Let his 
study be from pure love of God, and for the 
Lord’s sake let him train himself in this, dis- 
regarding the objection of those who hold it 
unnecessary for a young man. On the con- 
trary, the shell of a green nut is easily opened. 
This is the root of all, for thereby man becomes 
worthy of all; as our Sages remarked: “R. Meir 
said, whoever is busied in Torah for its own sake 
(merits many things), and not only so (but he is 
worth the whole world).’’48 Accustom your chil- 
dren to the study of the Chapters of the Fathers, 
and in the Abot of R. Nathan and the tractate 
Derek Erez, for good manners (the subject of 
the last named) are precedent to the Torah. 
Show the utmost honor to your aged mother- 
in-law, and treat all men with mannerliness, 
with amiability and respect. 

My dear mother! I realize that you need no 
instruction of mine, for I know your modest 


47 Prov. 22. 6. 
48 Abot vi., Chapter of R. Meir (beginning). 
a9 J. E. i. 81 ff., iv. 526, 
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disposition. Nevertheless, let them read in your 
presence this Letter, for it contains counsels 
derived from the words of the living God. And 
I earnestly implore you not to grieve for my sake, 
as you have promised. If, by God’s grace, I 
have the privilege to be in Jerusalem, the Holy 
City, over against the Gates of Heaven, I will 
pray on your behalf in accordance with my under- 
taking. If we are so blessed we shall appear (in 
the City) together all of us, should the Master 
of Mercy so will it. 

I also beg my wife to honor my mother in 
accordance with the prescript of the Law, es- 
epecially regarding a widow.® ’Tis an indictable 
offense to distress her, even in the smallest matter. 
My mother, too, I entreat to live harmoniously - 
with my wife, each bringing happiness to the 
other by kindly intercourse, for this is a prime 
duty incumbent on all mankind. Each one is 
asked, in the hour of judgment: ‘“‘Hast thou con- 
ducted thyself with friendliness towards thy 
fellow man?’ The aim of the Torah, in large 
part, is to induce this desire of causing happiness. 
Let there be no dissension of any kind among all 
the household, men and women, but let love and 
brotherliness reign. In case of offense, forgive 
each other, and live for God’s sake in amity. 
Of my mother I also ask that she shall lay her 
injunctions on my sons and daughters in tender 
terms so that she may win obedience; that she 


so See Tur, Yoreh Deah, ch. 40, on rights of 
widow in husband’s house. See J. FE. xxi, 515. Cf. 
also Micah 7.6, quoted in T. B. Sanhedrin 97a, Sotah 49b. 
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shall care for them and they shall honor her. 
Between them there shall be heard no strife or 
anger, but peace shall prevail. And may the 
Master of Peace grant unto you, unto my sons 
and daughters, my sons-in-law and brothers,’ 
and unto all Israel, life and peace! These are 
the words of one who constantly prays for you— 
Elijah b. Solomon Zalman (be the memory of the 
righteous for a blessing!). 


st These two words may be rendered as singuiars. 
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XXII 
A TRUE MAN OF GIMZO 


EXTRACTS FROM THE TESTAMENT OF ALEXANDER 
SUESSKIND 


Alexander, son of Moses Suesskind, died at Grodno in 
1794. He was author of a popular book on Prayer and 
Worship, the Basis and Root of Service, which appeared ip 
Novidvor in 1782, and has often been reprinted. His 
Testament was published in Grodno in the year of hig 
death. It, too, has been very often reprinted. The author’s 
desire that it should be printed at the beginning of editions 
of the Prayer Book (see the first note to the Hebrew text? 
does not seem to have been fulfilled. The length of the 
work must have proved an obstacle, just as the same 
cause has compelled the editor of the present volume to 

limit himself to a few extracts. 

In the Introduction to his Testament he refers to his 
treatise and explains that his design was to add points 
for which place could not be found in the former work. 
Then follow 46 paragraphs. 

The popularity of the Testament is easily understood. 
Like Nahum of old (T. B. Ta‘anit 21a) he was a veri- 
table “‘man of Gimzo’’, one who ever used as his motto 
the cheerful maxim ‘“‘Gam-zu le-tobah’’ (This, too, ts for good). 
With this optimism he combined much learning and still 
more naiveté. It is indeed his simplicity that gives his 
erudition its rare charm. To him religion was a personal 
experience, a conviction of the soul. No less than forty- 
seven prayers and benedictions of his own composition 
occur in the Testament. And as his own religion was 
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so spontaneous, its appeal is also immediate. We seem 
to stand in the presence of a sensitive soul, which, for- 
tunately, does not lack the saving grace of humor. 


My beloved children! Though I have already 
compiled a treatise on subjects connected with 
the service of our Maker and Creator (be His 
name blessed and His memorial exalted for ever),* 
a treatise which I entitled Foundation and Root 
of Worshtp, and in which I designed to instruct 
not you only but the community also—for on 
every individual of the holy Israelite people 
rests the duty to fulfil all that is therein written 
in accordance with my exposition of the meaning 
and profound significance of every thought and 
practice to which allusion is made—nevertheless, 
I here address you personally and it is your 
heart, my dear children, that I know better than 
all the families of the holy Israelite people. 
Therefore, by virtue of the obligation imposed 
on you of showing honor to your father and with 
the authority of one dangerously ill,? I command 
you to undertake the performance of all that I 
shall expound in this Testament,—points which 
it is impossible to notice in my afore-mentioned 
treatise. I also hope in my Maker and Creator 
that other men, too, who cast their eyes on this 
Testament will incline their pure hearts to all its 
contents, and that there may reach our Creator 

1 This phrase, which appears repeatedly in the course 
of the testament, is often left untranslated. 

2 This double appeal—to the law of the decalogue 
and to the duty of obeying a dying man’s orders—recurs 
many times, and is not always translated. 
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gratification from their service of Him, blessed 
be His Name, and exalted His Memorial, for 
ever, Amen! 

I command you, this day, my beloved child- 
ren, to acknowledge the Godhead, the Kingdom, 
and the Lordship of our Maker and Creator, 
to keep His commandments, His statutes and 
laws, to perform them fitly and for their own 
sake, and not as a “commandment of men 
learned by rote’’3 (may the Merciful One deliver 
us!).4 Your intention shall be that God may 
find satisfaction in your conduct.5 Ye shall 
labor in His holy Law whenever you have leisure; 
even a single instant ye must not waste in the 
world’s vanities. The intent of your study of 
His holy Law should be that the Name (be it - 
exalted!) may obtain pleasure from your devo- 
tion. And ye shall fix firm in your minds the 
love and fear of Him, to do His will with a perfect 
heart. Ye shall glory in His holy Godhead 
ceaselessly; and shall at all times offer thanks- 
giving to Him, with lips and heart, for that He 
bestowed on you the boon of creating you in His 
holy portion, in the midst of the holy Israelite 
people (as it is written: ‘‘for the portion of the 
Lord is His people’’),° and not among one of the 
peoples who worship idols, ‘‘which shall utterly 
pass away.’”? 

3 Isaiah, 29.13. 

4 This phrase, too, is very often repeated by our 
author, and will mostly be left untranslated. 

5 On this idea, that man’s excellence gives pleasure 
and satisfaction to God, see my Studies in Phartsatsm, 
ii, p. 179. 6 Deut., 32.9. 7 Isaiah, 2.18. 
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Besides the potential surrender of life in which 
every Israelite is bound to acquiesce when re- 
citing certain parts of the liturgy, as I have indi- 
cated in my treatise in accordance with the 
views of the Zohar and Isaac Luria,—besides 
this, I command you, my beloved children, that 
if ye be called upon to suffer actual martyrdom 
(from which may God deliver you and all the 
holy people!), ye shall go to your death with 
whole-hearted joy. And the Creator will delight 
in you throughout the realms above. He will say: 
“See ye what manner of a man I made in My 
world; he spared not his body, but bore chas- 
tisements for My honor, and delivered himself 
up for the sanctification of My Name!” And 
my heart knows, that if I were myself required 
to make this supreme sacrifice, it would not be 
for the wondrous reward which eye hath not seen 
in the worlds on high, but solely for the great 
Name of God, that it might be magnified and 
sanctified in all worlds below and above, by my 
act of voluntary martyrdom. 

Moreover, my beloved children, I command 
you to ordain on your children too all that I 
have commanded you—the acknowledgement of 
His Godhead, the study of His holy Law at all 
times, the performance of His holy precepts in 
all their particularities for their own sake, and 
in the actual surrender of life. Command also 
your children that they shall continue these in- 
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junctions to their progeny, and so to the end of 
all the generations, whom God in His great 
mercy will grant me the boon of begetting. All 
of this I solemnly enjoin on you, and do ye pay 
full regard to my words. 


If I perceived that I had committed any 
unintentional offense against the will of the 
Creator, whether in conduct, speech or thought, 
I made a broken-hearted confession without any 
delay before my Maker, and resolved in my 
mind to be extremely watchful against similar 
offenses thenceforth. It would be clearly impos- 
sible for me to lay before you all the details of 
conduct, speech, or thought; but I will select one 
illustration from each class, and you can infer 
the rest. 

Concerning conduct: if I perceived that I had 
eaten more than was needful, thereby running 
the risk of neglecting devout study of the Torah 
and prayer, or if I thought that I might in con- 
sequence be compelled to spend excessive time 
in the hour of cleansing my body, I made imme- 
diate confession, and firmly resolved to be more 
abstemious in future. And so with all other 
actions. 

Concerning speech: if I perceived that there 
went forth from my mouth utterances unneces- 
sary for performance of duty or the fear of Heav- 
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en, even though there was not in these utterances 
any suspicion® of slander or tale-bearing (which 
God forbid!), the utterances being merely super- 
fluous—I made confession forthwith and resolved 
as indicated above. Also if during prayer or 
grace after meals I spoke any word without due 
devotion of the heart, I contritely sought pardon 
from the Lord of all in my mind at the very 
moment,—taking care thenceforth not to repeat 
the offense. As soon as I had finished the prayer 
or benediction I made confession by word of 
mouth. My precaution was to pause a little 
between the phrases, even though they consisted 
of but two words, still more so after every three 
or four words, if there was any natural pause in 
the subject matter. Do you, my dear children, 
also be careful to apply this device, to which I 
have called attention also in my Treatise. And 
if, in the course of the prayer or the grace after 
meals or the other thanksgivings, at a point 
where it is unseemly to interrupt with a verbal 
confession, you observe that you utter any of 
the Sacred Names without due devotion of the 
heart, then you should immediately seek pardon 
in your minds, and when you reach the benedic- 
tion : ‘He heareth prayer,’’? you should make con- 
fession verbally. Needless to remark that in the 
confession after the eighteen benedictions’? you 


8 For the force of the Hebrew word, see Jastrow, 
Dictionary, 879. 

® The sixteenth of the ‘Eighteen [nineteen] Bene- 
dictions.” 

10 Confession after the Eighteen Benedictions is al- 
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should again confess in these terms: ‘“My Maker 
and Creator! I have sinned, I have done iniquity, 
etc., in that I uttered Thy Sacred Names without 
due thought, and was inattentive to Thy holy 
honor. Woe unto me, and woe unto my soul!” 
Similarly should you act at the close of the grace 
after meals and the other thanksgivings. 


Concerning thought: If I noticed that I 
thought of any subject disconnected with duty 
and the fear of Heaven, I withdrew forthwith 
from such thought; made confession, with firm 
resolve to avoid the fault in future. Take the 
utmost care, my dear children, to make confes- 
sion ever familiar in your mouth and heart, seeing 
to it in very sooth that you do not repeat the 
offenses concerning which you make confession 
—apart from which, confession of itself has a 
potency in the higher world, as is frequently 
pointed out in the Zohar, and let what precedes 
suffice on this subject. 


While speaking of the Grace after Meals, I 
will write for you about one matter concerning 
the service of our Creator, a matter derived from 
our love and reverence of Him. This is that 
before saying Grace after eating in my small 
closed private room as is known to you—out of 
my excessive fear lest any person should come 
and knock at the door in the middle of my Grace, 
so that I must open it and thus interrupt my 
meditation, therefore before I began the Grace 


luded to in the Talmud (T. B. Berakot, 17a), and became 
very usual under the cabbalist influence. 
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I prayed to God in these terms: ‘“My Maker, my 
Creator! deliver me that no person come nigh 
me at the time when I recite the Grace after my 
meals, so that my good devotion be not an- 
nulled!’’ And after the Grace, if I had escaped 
interruption, I rendered for this a great thanks- 
giving to God with a mighty joy in these terms: 
“T give thanks unto Thee, my Maker, my Crea- 
tor! in that Thou hast delivered me from the 
loss of devotion during this Grace.”’ Also, when 
I restrained myself from superfluous eating, I 
spoke thus: ‘‘My Maker, my Creator! Thou 
knowest my thought that I restrained myself 
from superfluous eating so that I may avoid 
angering Thee (God forbid!) through the inability 
to study Torah or the loss of devotion in prayer, 
induced by overfeeding.”’ 


It was ever my wont to thank God for what- 
ever happened unto me. If some misfortune, 
small or great, befell, of all that lips could tell or 
heart devise, I would acclaim with joy the justice 
of the decree. And I would put my happy thanks 
into words, as follows: ‘‘My Maker, my Creator! 
Thou art righteous in all that hath come upon me, 
for Thou hast dealt truly and I have done wick- 
edly. And now I offer my grateful acknowl- 
edgments for this, knowing of a surety that this 
occurrence is for my welfare.’’ Similarly, on 
occasion of any good, small or great, I would 
offer thanks for the Lord’s bountiful kindness. 


m Neh. 9.33. 
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And He who knows my inmost secrets can testify 
of me that, over and above the obligation im- 
posed in the sacred Mishnah'?—a law from Moses 
delivered at Sinai—I have ever rendered this 
service of praise unto God out of the great love 
of Him which is fixed in my heart, which has 
made it thankful for evil as for good, seeing that 
both are His handiwork. I will, my dear child- 
ren, give several instances, as they occur to my 
mind; from these examples you can infer my 
habit on similar occasions. 


For His great goodness in providing me with 
a private apartment for His holy service, from 
the day.I arrived at years of discretion, and 
this possession of a private chamber for medi- 
tation is the basis and root of a man’s power 
to acquire perfection in this lower world™,—for 
this boon I expressed my thanks...many times 
a day. Whenever I had to go past the tottering 
wall, on my way to Synagogue, I prayed before 
I reached the spot, and when I had walked the 
wall’s length I offered thanks. Whenever I 
received a letter from you, my dear children, I 
thanked God in these terms: “‘My Maker, my 
Creator! I thankand praise Thee for that Thou 
hast sent to me good tidings of the health of 
my children and grandchildren.’’ Similar thanks 
did I offer when I saw or understood that 


12 Mishnah Berakot 9.5. 

‘13 The mystical school frequently insist on the impor- 
tance of solitude. The idea recurs in many of the Testa- 
ments. Cf. particularly p. 320 above. 
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ye were walking in the right way. On Fridays 
towards afternoon when I put on my Sabbath 
suit, I thanked God thus: ‘‘My Maker, my 
Creator! blessed be Thy Name! I render 
thanks that Thou hast provided for me decent 
clothes for the honor of Thy sacred Sabbath, 
a provision due not to my worth but to Thy 
mercy.’’ Also I possessed for winter use a very 
warm garment made of lamb’s wool, and when- 
ever I put it on I thanked God for it... .When- 
ever I much needed any object, and I found it 
ready to hand, and had no cause to go seek it 
or borrow it from others, I joyously thanked 
God. 


Similarly, with regard to the toothache (from 
which I suffered), when the pain ceased a little, 


I offered thanks with mighty joy in these words: 
“‘T give thanks unto Thee, my Maker and Creator 
whose Name be blessed in the mouth of every 
living being, in that Thou hast sent healing to 
my great pain.’’ If the relaxation occurred in 
the course of the service, I offered thanks silently 
in mind and heart, in the same terms. 

So, if I forgot anything, but soon remembered, 
and suffered no inconvenience by having to go 
back for it, I thanked God... So when my snuff- 
box fell from my pocket, and nothing was spilt, 
as the lid did not come open; or if some glass 
vessel rolled over on the table and like to fall and 
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break, but I was quick enough to save it; or if 
though it fell, yet it did not break; or if my 
spectacles dropped to the ground and I picked 
them up whole, I thanked God...In all these 
and similar cases, out of the immeasurable hap- 
piness and exaltation which burned in my heart, 
due to my never ceasing consciousness of His 
Godhead, it was my regular custom to make 
mention of Him, and to praise Him for what- 
ever befell. 


It isa common practice in all Jewish communi- 
ties that when anyone dies overnight or in the 
early morning, the Shamash, when summoning 
us to prayer, gives only two knocks at the door, 
as a token of the sad event. When I heard only — 
two knocks I felt sorely distressed at the loss of 
one from the holy congregation. For it is self- 
evident that God, too, would have no satis- 
faction in the passing of one who must hence- 
forth be void of the performance of the com- 
mandments. On the other hand when I heard 
the three knocks I rejoiced that the com- 
munity retained its full complement. 


My beloved children! There is another mat- 
ter on which I add my very serious injunctions. 
When you were young, I forbade you to drink 
spirituous liquors, and I command you to ob- 


™ On the Schulklopfer and Shamash, see Jewish Life 
in the Middle Ages, ch. iii. 

6 Lit.: ‘‘burnt wine,” cf. the etymologically equiva- 
lent English word brandy, German Brantwein, 


, 
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serve the same rule with the sons and daughters 
which God may graciously bestow on you. In 
their youth keep them from spirituous liquors as 
from absolutely forbidden things, and in their 
age they will observe the same abstinence. Do 
you enjoin on them, with all the force of parental 
authority, never to drink throughout their days, 
though they live toa hundred years. And if you 
are happy enough to marry wives to your sons, 
speak to the hearts of the mothers and fathers 
of your daughters-in-law, to induce them to 
order their daughters never to drink spirituous 
liquors from the time of their marriage, even 
though they had been accustomed to do so before 
that time. They will be bound to assent to this, 
for I lay this order on them with the solemnity 
of one on his death-bed, in that I command you 
to require this abstinence from your daughters- 
in-law. And though it is seemly for every Israel- 
ite, of the holy community, thus to exhort his 
children and all his household,—since I have seen © 
(for our many iniquities!) many evil conse- 
quences accrue from the habit of drinking spirits 
among men and particularly (God save us!) 
among women,—yet, my dear children, I add 
my solemn injunction as a father and as one near 
his end, not only on you but on all the future 
progeny which God may graciously bestow on 
me throughout all generations. I mean that you 
shall command your children to command their 
children, and their children to transmit the com- 
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mand to the end of all the generations, following 
the example of Jonadab the son of Rechab, re- 
corded in the thirty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah. 
Yet I do not go to the same lengths as he did, 
for I only require of you a promise of total ab- 
stention from spirituous liquors.‘%® But, my 
dear children, as regards the drinking of wine, 
even Kasher wine,” I admonish you to drink no 
more than the cup used in the benediction of 
Kiddush and Habdalah,"8 and to avoid the prac- 
tice of the multitude, even though the Lord be- 
stow on you great wealth. Also, with regard to 
drinking’? bees’ honey, no God-fearing man 
would drink it on a week-day, but would reserve 
it for holy days—Such as Sabbaths and festivals 
and at ‘‘commandment-meals,’’?° and on these 
occasions would avoid excess. All this I enjoin 
on you, and it is clearly explained in the Zohar 
that a father after his death suffers shame from 
his sons’ vices and achieves honor from their vir- 
tues,” so that though the father deserve some 
punishment, the Holy One takes pity on him 
and places him on his seat of honor. Therefore, 
my dear children, take due heed to all my efforts 


16 i, e., he permits the use of beer and wine. 

W See Js(ELix)'227. 

18 On Sabbath and festivals and at the conclusion 
thereof. See Authorised Daily Prayer Book, pp. 124, 174, 
230, 216, 231. 

19 In the Mishnah honey is treated as a beverage 
(Makshirin v. 9). The reference here is to a fermented 
syrup made from honey. Cf. the Arabic dibs made, how- 
ever, from dates. 
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to direct you in the good path, and I will as- 
suredly be your advocate and patron,” strong 
as an iron pillar, if ye fulfil my testamentary 
commands. Let this suffice on the subject. 
And now with regard to theaffirmative precept: 
‘*Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,’ 
that great principle of the Torah, I have written 
at length in the first section of my book. Here 
I will add a few details, which occur in my mind, 
and may serve as illustrations of many similar 
rules. When I saw that the coat of a friend was 
slightly torn, I advised him to have it mended. 
But before offering this counsel, I said: ‘“‘My 
Maker, my Creator! lo, heream] ready to ful- 
fil the command of Thy holy Law, bidding man 
love his neighbor as himself.’’ Thereupon I 
would address my friend, reminding him that a 
small hole grows into a big one. ..Once I obtained 
a well-tried remedy for bruises. When I saw 
in the bath any one troubled in that way, I be- 
thought myself that it were rebellion and tres- 
pass against God if I refrained from offering my 
remedy...[ could write much more on this sub- 
ject, but the paper would be exhausted though 
the subject would not. Remember this com- 


22 Patronus, protector, used also in sense of pleader. 
With the rest of the phrase compare Plautus’: ‘‘Patronus 


parieti’’ (‘A patron in front of the wall’). 
23 Lev. 19.19. See Studies in Pharisatsm i. Ch. 2. 
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mandment ‘‘when thou sittest in thy house and 
when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest 
down and when thou risest up.’’ Verily if one 
pursue this course, he will never fall into sin, 
whether in matters between him and God, or in 
matters between him and his fellow-man. 

It should be your constant desire to journey 
to the Holy Land; and of a surety, a man is 
guided (by heaven) in the way he wills to go. 
It is written in the books that unless an Israelite 
is thoroughly resolved in his heart to set his steps 
before he dies, towards the Holy Land, to die 
there, great is his punishment. How can a man 
be so resolved, unless the desire for it is con- 
stantly maintained? Therefore, my beloved 
children, keep your hearts clean in this matter, 
and salvation will come from the Lord! 
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LOVE AND PEACE 
EXTRACTS FROM THE TESTAMENT OF 
JOEL SON OF ABRAHAM SHEMARIAH 


XXITI 
LOVE AND PEACE 


(EXTRACTS FROM THE TESTAMENT OF JOEL SON 
OF ABRAHAM SHEMARIAH) 


Joel, son of Abraham Shemariah, died in the last year of 
the eighteenth century. His ‘‘Testaments”’ (the plural is 
used in the title) were published in 1799 or 1800, apparently 
at Wilna, where the author had lived. 

He actually wrote his Will a quarter of a century earlier. 
He tells how on Iyar 21 of the year 1773 he was seized 
with faintness in his bath. After his escape he felt it 
incumbent on him to set his house in order, lest he be 
taken unawares by death. 

The document was edited by his pupil Avigdor b. Meir 
ha-Cohen, who thus exhorts the public: ‘‘ My friends, des- 
pise silver, despise gold, and buy this little book, small in 
quantity, great in quality.’’ The Hebrew style is as poor 
as the matter is rich. 

The Will constitutes a rule for conduct throughout the 
year, with some delightful exhortations, lucid and sound. 
There is not wanting passion amid the sobriety, when he 
commands the ordering of all things for God’s sake. He 
shows at once profound trust in prayer and a manly be- 
lief in man’s taking care for his own future. He gives full 
directions for his burial, “if possible in the old cemetery 
by my father; if not, in a place where there is room for 
eight graves near and around me.”’ He adds that he would 
like to name the eight who should be interred near him, 
but refrains ‘‘because I do not wish to make invidious ex- 


ceptions,’’ There was to be no formal hesped, though 
343 
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‘‘men may study the Torah on my behalf during the first 
year after my death.’”’ There is the usual quaint combina- 
tion of practical rules and general principles. God must 
be ever in man’s mind, and ‘‘to keep your own mind free 
from strange imaginations stand on your two big toes,” a 
counsel found also in the Book of the Pious. Abu Said, a 
tenth century Mohammedan, is reported to have exercised 
the same discipline.. Joel says many good things about 
charity. ‘‘No man ever became poor by what he gave 
away.” All that man has “‘is in trust, and the will of the 
Truster must be followed.’”’ He advocates the setting 
aside of an exact tithe. He thinks despicable those who 
are generous to others but neglect their own poor relations. 
He is very urgent on the duty of loving all men (see ex- 
tracts below). Nor may seemingly unimportant duties 
be neglected. A villager finds a herb which heals far more 
than the physician’s remedies. He gives many regula- 
tions for the Sabbath (see extracts). He bids his children 
take a siesta after lunch ‘‘for the honor of the Sabbath 
joy.’ ‘‘Between afternoon and evening service,’’ he bids, 
‘“‘do not dance in the courtyard of the Synagogue.’”’ There 
are cabbalistic elements in the Will also. Thus he pre- 
sents a mystic picture of heaven with its rivers of milk 
and of fire and snow, all this quite in the Apocalyptic 
manner. 


To be at peace with all the world, with Jew 
and Gentile, must be your foremost aim in this 
terrestrial life. Contend with no man. In the 
first instance, your home must be the abode of 
quietude and happiness; no harsh word must 
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be heard there, but over all must reign love, 
amity, modesty, and a spirit of gentleness and 
reverence. This spirit must not end with the 
home, however. In your dealings with the 
world you must allow neither money nor am- 
bition to disturb you. Forego your rights, envy 
noman. For the main thing is peace, peace with 
the whole world. Show all men every possible 
respect, deal with them in the finest integrity 
and faithfulness. For Habakkuk summed up 
the whole Law in the one sentence: ‘The right- 
eous shall live by his faith.’’? 

The root of all the commandments consists 
of the 248 affirmative and the 365 negative pre- 
cepts. But the branches, which include all 
virtuous and vicious habits, extend into count- 
less thousands of thousands. To specify them 
is impossible, but the Scriptures? have in several 
places reduced them to general categories. One 
of these is: ‘‘In all thy ways acknowledge Him.’’s 
Another: ‘‘ Keep thy feet in an even path.’’4 

When, in the course of the prayers, you come 
to the ‘‘Sanctification,’’ fulfil the text: ‘‘I will 
be hallowed among the children of Israel.’’s 
But you must at the same moment resolve to 
uphold the duty to love thy neighbor as thyself. 
For in the ‘Sanctification’ (Kedushah) named 

t Hab. 2.4, 

2 Possibly the author means that moralists and codi- 
fiers have cited certain texts as summing up the Scriptures. 
Cf. Abrahams, Studies in Pharisaism, ch. ii. 

3 Prov. 3.6. 

4 Prov. 4.26. Or ‘‘make plain the path of thy feet.’”’ 
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above,° we use the phrase: ‘‘We will sanctify Thy 
name in the world, even as they sanctify it in the 
highest heavens.’’ We must, indeed, strive to 
imitate the ministering angels, and as they are 
in a state of perfect love and unison,’ such must 
also be our condition. 


It was oft my way at assemblies to raise my 
eyes and regard those present from end to end, 
to see whether in sooth I loved everyone among 
them, whether my acceptance of the duty to 
love my fellow-men was genuine. With God’s 
help I found that indeed I loved all present. 
Even if I noticed one who had treated me im- 
properly, then, without a thought of hesitation, 
without a moment’s delay, I pardoned him. 
Forthwitn I resolved to love him. If my heart 
forced me to refuse my love, I addressed him 
with spoken words of friendship, until my heart 
became attuned to my words. So, whenever I 
met one to whom my heart did not incline, I 
forced myself to speak to him kindly, so as to 
make my heart feel affection for him. What if 
he were asinner? Even then I would not quar- 
rel with him, for I wonder whether there exists 
in this age one who is able to reprove another!8 
On the other hand, if I conceived that he would 
listen to advice, I drew near to him, turning to- 
wards him a cheerful countenance. If, how- 
ever, I fancied that he would resent my ad- 


6 On this prayer, see J.E., vii, 463. 
7 Sifre Numbers § 42. J.E., i, 586. 
§ T. B. ‘Arakin 16b. 
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vances, I did not intrude on him. As thereisa 
duty to speak, so is there a duty to be silent.® 


Every Friday try your utmost to prepare 
the requirements of the Sabbath. It is good 
for you to do something with your own hand, 
though you have many servants’; such as to 
see that fish is provided for the Sabbath meal." 
Everything must be done within the limits of 
possibility, everything with joy and for the 
glory of God. After completing these prepara- 
tions, read the Pentateuchal Lesson in the 
proper manner, twice in Hebrew and once in the 
Aramaic version; never interrupt the reading, 
not even with a word. ’Tis seemly to read 
wrapped in the fringed garment and with the 
phylacteries on, and if you are competent, use 
the Scroll.*3 Later in the afternoon of every 
Friday it was my habit to pray with a congrega- 
tion (of ten persons), and then as an unbroken 
rule to cut my nails and proceed to the bath for 
the honor of the Sabbath. It is a fine thing to 
recite some devotions and to confess, while in 
the bath,” all one’s doings during the past week. 
Then go (to Synagogue) to welcome the Sabbath, 
as one welcomes a great and renowned King, with 


9 T. B. Yeb. 65b; see note 5 to the Hebrew text. 

10 See J.E., x, 594, 

1 See Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, p. 150. 

WAT eB, Bers oa. 

3 1, e. the written text, not a printed book. 

™% On the connection of bathing with penitence, see 
Abrahams, Studies in Pharisaism, ch. iv. 
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reverence and joy. Thence return home, to 
find the lamps lit, the chairs set, the table laid 
and a tranquil happiness in the heart of wife 
and family. See toit thatthisisso! For if I 
have exhorted you to a peaceful life on weekdays, 
on Sabbath let joy and love prevail to a yet 
higher degree. Say the Sanctification (over the 
wine) with devout gladness, eat the meal in 
joy and for the glory of God. And let words of 
Torah be spoken round thy board, or songs sung 
with joyous awe. Ever let some respectable 
poor guest be with thee. End with the Grace 
recited with religious fervor and happy con- 
tentment. 


18 On the Zemirot, or table songs, see Singer Prayer 
Book, Annotated edition, p. cclix. 
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